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Dear Members and Friends of First Church:

The other day I had to have a roofer friend of mine come and nail down some shingles and put down a few that
blew away during that night in February that we had such high winds. Now I don’t mind climbing up on high
ladders to high places, but climbing up to the top peak of the roof to put down some new shingles I know is not
for me, [ know my limits. So in came the expert. As he was coming down the ladder I looked up and saw an
extension cord still hanging from the strand of Christmas lights that is still decorating the front of our house. I
asked John if he disconnect the extension cord and later I’ll get up on my ladder and take down the last of the
Christmas lights. [ There really is a reason I tell this story.]

Sunday, March 1, is the first Sunday in the church season called Lent. The other day I was looking through my
“Lent File” in my office and came upon something that Ann Weems wrote in her book, Kneeling in Jerusalem.
It is entitled Put Away the Tinsel [I could easily change the title to “Put Away the Christmas Lights”] and it
reads as follows:

When Lent comes,
you have to put away the tinsel;
you have to take down your Christmas tree,
and stand out in the open...vulnerable.
You either are or you aren’t.
You either believe or you don’t.
You either will or you won’t.

And, O Lord, how we love the stable and the star!
When Lent comes the angels’ voices
begin their lamenting,
and we find ourselves in a courtyard
where we must answer
whether we know him or not.

May we, this Lenten season, be willing to stand out in the open, vulnerable before our Lord, and like the angels,
begin OUR lamenting. May we be willing to stand up and be counted for and say, “Yes, [ know Him and He is
my Savior and my Lord. And I will, all the days of my life, seek Him, worship Him, love Him, honor Him and
serve Him. For this is the least I can do for Him who gave His life for me.”

a
Have a reflective and faith-stretching Lent and I do hope to see U in CH_RCH. & ‘L v

Yours in Christ,

Mark




From the Pulpit “

MARCH SERMONS

MARCH 1 COMMUNION

Scripture: II Corinthians 8:1-12

Sermon: “YOUR BLESSINGS DETERMINE YOUR
GIVING”

(The fifth in a 10 part sermon series entitled: 70 DAYS
OF VISION)

MARCH 8

Scripture: Matthew 6:19-24

Sermon: “YOUR ABUNDANCE DETERMINES YOUR
POSSIBILITIES”

(The sixth in a 10 part sermon series entitled: 70 DAYS
OF VISION)

MARCH 15

Scripture: Matthew 5:1-20

Sermon: “YOUR PAST DETERMINES YOUR
FUTURE”

(The seventh in a 10 part sermon series entitled: 70 DAYS
OF VISION)

MARCH 22

Scripture: I Peter 5:1,5; I Timothy 3:1-7

Sermon: “YOUR PASTOR DETERMINES YOUR
POTENTIAL”

(The eighth in a 10 part sermon series entitled: 70 DAYS
OF VISION)

MARCH 29

Scripture: Romans 12:1-8

Sermon: “YOUR GIFTEDNESS DETERMINES YOUR
INVOLVEMENT”

(The ninth in a 10 part sermon series entitled: 70 DAYS

OF VISION

Session Highlights

FEBRUARY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

e The Christian Growth and
Development Team reported that
some 85 people are enrolled in the
10 week 70 Days of Vision small
group meetings.

e The Christian Growth and
Development Team reported that a
Womends Retreat i s &
the first weekend in May.

e The Session unanimously approved

the following motion:
supports the efforts of the sub -team
working on the second worship

service [per the Church Doctor
Ministries consul tiHn

recommendation] and encourages
them to begin the service as soon as
possible. o

Per Capita

The total for this year’s per capita is $27.00 This amount
should be paid by each member of the Presbyterian
Church. The breakdown of the $27.00 is as follows:

Eastminster Presbytery $17.66
General Assembly $ 6.15
SYNOD $ 3.19

$27.00

You will find a Per Capita envelope in your new box of
offering envelopes. This amount should be paid for each
member of our church in your family by February 28th.

God and Family Sunday

Since January 25th, our third and fourth grade Sunday
School class has been working hard on the God and Family
program. The God and Family program helps young people
grow in their understanding of the Christian faith. It also
helps young people see how other people have translated
belief into action, and provides the opportunity for Christian
service to others.

On March 26th, during the worship service, we will be
giving the God and Family Religious badge/patch out to
each third/fourth grader who has completed all the
requirements for this badge/patch. We will also be giving
out the Religious Puzzle patch to the boys and girls who are
current Girl Scouts/Boy Scouts for completing the religious
requirements according to the recommendation of the Girl
Scout/Boy Scouts of America.

Come and celebrate the learning and growing
that our third and fourth grade Sunday
School children have accomplished.




CELEBRATING SMALL GROUPS AS A
RESULT OF THE
MI NI STRI ESO
CONSULTATION REPORT THAT WAS
PREPARED BY DR. KENT HUNTER

This month we are celebrating our small
groups. Over 85 people from our church

are meeting for ten weeks in small groups

as a part of the 70 Days of Vision
Everyone is studying the challenging book
written by Dr. Kent Hunter, Discover Your
Wi ndows, Lining Up WiTheh
groups are meeting at various times, in
various places throughout the city and at

the church. A number of people have
shared with me that they are being
stretched and challenged to look at and re -
evaluate their worldview which drives their
behavior. Dr. Hunter points out in his book,
AChurches are often
see things
10 windows with a Biblical Worldview and an
Opposing Worldview. | am including those
windows so you can get a better idea of the
topics we have studied and will be studying
during the next several weeks. The study of
this book by the people of our church was
just one of the many recommendations
made by Dr. Hunter that the leadership of
the church has endorsed and are endorsing.
Please stay tuned for more information as
we await Dr . Hunt er 6s
Consultation Action Plans that were written
by the leadership and ministry team and
sent to him. We will be hearing from Dr.
Hunter sometime in March. And oh, please
continue to pray for
our  church, the
leadership and each
other as we continue
to move forward with
ministry and mission.
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Food Pantry

In the month of January, the Food Pantry served groceries
to 645 households equaling 2409 people. Three hundred
and twenty people were also fed at the Walk in Meals
through out the month.

All of this was made possible by your
generous contributions.  You can
continue to give to the Food Bank by
writing a check to FPC and putting
Food Bank in the note at the bottom of
the check.




Adult Mission Trip

An adult mission trip is
being planned for April to
Camp Nathanael in South-
eastern Kentucky. The
project is restoring a cabin
that will be used for a small nature museum.
The camp puts on a nature program for 4,000
-5,000 public school children every year.
This would be a part of that program as well
as used for other purposes. Most of this work
involves construction both inside and out.
This 1s not a primitive camp. The sleeping
accommodations are excellent. If you are
interested please contact Dick Franklin at
330-928-8765 or e-mail him at
(richardfranklin@att.net)

Easter Flowers

Help decorate the sanctuary this year by pur-
chasing an Easter Flower. This year we will be
setting up 50 flowers. Below are the types that
can be purchased and their prices.

Easter Lily - $10.00
Tulips - $8.00 (red, yellow or pink)
Hyacinths - $8.00 (red, yellow or pink)

Orders must be placed by March
15th in the church office.

O

Day Light Savings Time
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Happy Birthday

The following people have their

birthdays in March.

March 2nd - Colina Wells

Mary Younkin
March 7th -  Lewis Roberts
March 8th -  Stephanie Snyder
March 11th - Edward Daniel Whetstone
March 12th - Michelle Stover
March 14th - Alice Loutsenhizer
March 19th - Misti Drope

Dick Barnett
March 22nd - Cindy Bell

Len Gower
March 25th - Brianna Messenger
March 26th - Min Tran
March 27th - Jessica Jones

Tony D’Eramo
March 30th - Andrew Hampson
March 31st - Natalie Garlock

Daniel Oldham
Elegant Egg VII
4 K

—« The Elegant Egg VII, otherwise known as the Ohio

Jooeoenk Egg Artist Guild Spring Show & Sale is coming
up on April 4th and 5th (Palm Sunday weekend).
We are still in need of people to volunteer for a
block of time at the pancake breakfast on Sunday

or hostessing at the Egg Show on Saturday or
Sunday. Sign up sheets will be on the long-term bulletin
board starting in March. Come and enjoy the wonderful
pancakes at the breakfast or find a gift at the egg show. Be a
part of showing our greater Akron area some of the fine First
Presbyterian church family hospitality. All proceeds will
benefit Summer’s Best Two Weeks Day Camp. Last year’s
Elegant Egg VI show and pancake breakfast provided full
scholarships for seven deserving young people.

With Sympathy

The sympathy of the congregation goes

goout tntbe VamiliesfErank Jenkins on
/Y the death of his sister and Phyllis
N\ Spindler on the death of her brother .
Both died in February.


mailto:richardfranklin@att.net

A Word from our Deacons

In response to one of the Church Doctor’s recommendations, the Deacons were requested to devise a plan to
intentionally lift up in prayer the many things our congregation has to be thankful for. We have divided this
abundant list into twelve categories so that we can focus on one area each month, and devote a significant amount
of time in prayer for each. Below you will find the “Thanksgiving” Prayer Calendar that we would like you to
use for the next 12 months each time your group gets together. God has blessed us in so many ways, please join
us in thanking Him. If you have any questions, please contact Joan Oldham.

March 2009 -

April 2009 -

May 2009 -

June 2009 -
July 2009 -
August 2009 -

September 2009 -

October 2009-

November 2009-

December 2009-

January 2010 -

February 2010 -

AThanksgivingo Prayer

Thank God for the care and the love that this church has for the community.
Thank God for the enormous amount of outreach that has been conducted by this

church and its members over the many years in the history of this church.
Thank God for all the ministries of this church.

Thank God for the members of Session.
Thank God for the way they have wrestled with the direction of the church.

Thank God for the spiritual health of many of the members of this congregation.

Thank God for the spiritual growth that continues among many members as they
participate in Bible study.

Thank God for the spiritual atmosphere that the people of this church reflect.

Thank God for the menés Bible study.

Thank God for the womends Bible study.

Thank God for the Summer 6és Best Two Weeks
Thank God for the Son Rise Café.
Thank God for the Acts 16:5 group.

Thank God for the Chancel Choir.

Thank God for the Childrends Choir.
Thank God for the Ensemble.

Thank God for the Music Director.

Thank God for the financial position based on generous donations from members
over the years (including mutual funds, stocks, bonds, and the funds of the
Presbyterian Foundation).

Thank God for the Food Pantry Ministry.

Thank God for the Christmas baskets that are provided to 100 families.
Thank God for the Walk-In-Meal.

Thank God for the Emergency Assistance Ministry

Thank God for the worship provided in this church over the years and the great fellowship
which is provided today.

Thank God for the Sunday School in rotation format.

Thank God for the Youth Ministry.

P
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Fellowship Time

The Tuesday Club will be meeting on March 10th at 1:00 p.m. at Rockne’s Restaurant, 2914 West Market Street,
Fairlawn. Call Myra Livingston if you have any questions.

Bible Studies

Evening Circle Morning Circle
Evening circle will be on March 17th at 7:30 pm.

See Edie English for location and more information.

.Morning Circle will be taking the winter off. They
plan to resume again in April.

WNGs
AThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their
strength... They shall mount up with wings as Menos Bi bl e St |
eagleséo I saiah 40: 31

Women of the church are invited to participate in the
Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at
7:00 pm. The meetings are at the homes of the
following people.

March 4 - Evelyn Bell
March 11 - Joan Oldham
March 18 - Mary O'Neill

March 25 - Natalie Garlock

Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.
Contact Roy Davis for more information.
Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.
Contact Tony Miller for more information.

Hikers Group

Come and enjoy the winter beauty while hiking. Each
Saturday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes
out to various locations for a hike. Hiking lengths vary.
All are welcome. Afterward, they go out for lunch but you
don’t have to if you have other plans. See Edie or Verne
for more information.

Prayer Concerns

2009 Stewardship Campaign.

Remember to pray for our government leaders.

Pray for our military: Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,
Adam Philips - Army, Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler

Please continue to pray for: Jim Warner, Pat Evans, Ned Oldham, Ruby Johnson, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin,
Bob and Irene Stelts, Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, Meg Davis, Margaret Jones, Christopher
Badgett, Corrine Badgett, Becky Cochran, Trent Chima, Denny Wood, Mac Barnett, Anita Falasco, Bill
Gardella, Carolyn Cook, Lu Wiley, President Obama and newly elected officials, The Global Financial Crisis,
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As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim,

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service.

ASH WEDNESDAY
SOUP AND SALAD DINNER/
WORSHIP WITH
COMMUNION

The congregation is invited to join with our
brothers and sisters from the Church of the
Holy Spirit Anglican Church, 825 Buchtel
Ave., on Ash Wednesday, February 25. The
evening will begin with a soup and
salad dinner in the
fellowship hall from 5:30
p.m.-6:30 p.m. The worship
service will begin at
6:45p.m. and will include
communion (both grape
juice and wine will be
available) and the
distribution of ashes. If you
are unable to come to the
dinner, please join us for worship.

Plain English:

Patience is the quality you love in the driver
behind you but hate in the driver ahead of you.

First Presbyterian Church,
A Church for the City

Fall/Winter Hours
Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Worship begins at 10:45 a.m.

Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor
Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor Emeritus

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry
Charles Kobb 11 - Director of Music Ministry

Ann McCord - Director of Christian
Education/ First Things Editor

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary
Heidi Guttermuth - Organist

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips -
Sextons




