
1 

 

First Things 
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
April 2009, Issue 86 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church: 
 

The other day I met with a dear member of our church who wanted to begin to plan their funeral.  I have said that I need 

to do the same thing because you just never know when that day will come and pre-planning is really a gift to the family 

and loved ones left behind.  The funeral homes do it all the time with their pre-planning offers to people who want to 

take care of the details so that there are no questions in the minds of the survivors and to relieve the burden of decision-

making for their family.  I know of some people who have even written their own obituary. 

As we look to the month of April with Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week, Good Friday and Easter I was 

thinking about that week that shook the world, a week that turned the world upside down.  I was also thinking about 

Calvary. 

I was going through my Easter file in my office and came upon a paper that caught my attention.  It was an Obituary 

from Jerusalem and was dated 33 AD.  Let me share it with you: 

Calvary 

Jesus Christ, 33, of Nazareth, died Friday on Mount Calvary, also known as Golgotha, the place of the skull.  Betrayed 

by the apostle Judas, Jesus was crucified by the Romans, by order of the Ruler Pontius Pilate.  The causes of death were 

crucifixion, extreme exhaustion, severe torture, and loss of blood. 

Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham was member of the house of David.  He was the Son of the late Joseph, a carpen-

ter of Nazareth and Mary, His devoted Mother.  Jesus was born in a stable in the city of Bethlehem, Judea.  He is sur-

vived by His mother Mary, his faithful Apostles, numerous disciples, and many other followers. 

Jesus was self educated and spent most of his adult life working as a Teacher.  Jesus also occasionally worked as a 

Medical Doctor and it is reported that He healed many patients.  Up until the time of His death, Jesus was teaching and 

sharing the Good News, healing the sick, touching the lonely, feeding the hungry, and helping the poor. 

Jesus was most noted for telling parables about His Fatherôs Kingdom and performing miracles, such as feeding over 

5,000 people with only five loaves and two fish, and healing a man who was born blind.  On the day before His death, 

He held a Last Supper celebrating the Passover Feast, at which He foretold His death. 

The body was quickly buried in a stone grave, which was donated by Joseph of Arimathea, a loyal friend of the family.  

By order of Pontius Pilate, a boulder was rolled in front of the tomb.  Roman soldiers were put on guard. 

In lieu of flowers, the family as requested that everyone try to live as Jesus did.  Donations may be sent to anyone in 

need. 

Thank God that the real truth doesnôt end with an Obituary but a Resurrection.  Come and 

be a part of First Church in April as we prepare to celebrate Christôs victory over death and 

sin.  I pray, I hope to see U in CH_RCH. 

God Bless, 

Mark 
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SUNDAY, APRIL 5th -  PASSION/PALM 

SUNDAY  COMMUNION (HOLY WEEK 

BEGINS) 

Scripture: Philippians 4:13 

Sermon: ñTHE POWER OF GOD DETERMINES 

YOUR ATTITUDEò 

(The tenth in a 10 part sermon series entitled: 70 

DAYS OF VISION ) 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 10th - GOOD FRIDAY 

TENEBRAE SERVICE @ 7:00 P.M. 

A unique and moving service will be held in our 

sanctuary which will 

recreate the emotional aspects of the passion of 

Christ.  Please read more about this special service in 

this edition of First Things. 

  

SUNDAY, APRIL 12th - EASTER/

RESURRECTION OF THE LORD  

Scripture: Mark 16:1-8 

Sermon: ñTHE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF 

CHRISTIANITYò 

(Please note: an Easter breakfast will be held during 

the Sunday school hour- please read the article in this 

edition of First Things) 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19th  
Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20 

Sermon: ñIS OUR VISION ANY CLEARER?ò 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26th - COMPASSION                

    SUNDAY 

Scripture: Romans 5:6-11 

Sermon: ñTHE SINGLE GREATEST GIFTò 

(The first in a four part series: ñJust Walk 

Across the Roomò Four- Week 

From the Pulpit Session Highlights  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
Session approved (Christian Growth & 

Development) that Steve Snyder and Mark 

Ruppert be authorized to appeal to the 

congregation for funds to buy a good used van 

at the cost of approximately $3,600 for Ryan 

Lawrence and his youth ministry activities. 

Session approved (Community Ministry/

Mission) that the Community Ministry/Mission 

Team be given permission to form a committee 

to study the feasibility of hiring an ñurban 

missionary.ò 

Session approved (Community Ministry/

Mission) that the Worship Team sanctions a 

ñWitness Momentò several Sundays a year. 

Session approved (Community Ministry/

Mission) the organizing of a ñBring a Friend 

Sundayò at least two times this year. 

Easter Breakfast 

Come and celebrate Easter with your friends at First 

Church!  The deacons are preparing a breakfast for us 

that will be served beginning at 9:15 am in Fellowship 

Hall.  At 10 am children will leave 

to attend a special Easter class 

while adults and youth gather 

around tables for an enlightening 

discussion of the resurrection led 

by Keith Morgenstern and Dick 

Franklin.  It will help the deacons 

if you indicate on the Fellowship 

card that you are planning to come.  

Palm Sunday 
 

On April 4th, our children along with the Chancel Choir will be processing 

down the middle isle of the Sanctuary waving their palm branches at the 

beginning of  the Worship Service.  If you would like your child to process , 

please have your child in the Narthex of the Sanctuary at 10:45. 
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Compassion Sunday 
 

On April 26, First Church will be having Compassion 

Sunday.  Over the past 5 years, Diana Lucas has been 

sponsoring a boy named Wacharat through an 

organization called Compassion International. Growing 

up in a rural village in Thailand with parents only 

occasionally employed as farmers, Wacharat was one of 

the many children in the area with a poor education and 

poor nutrition. When she first started sponsoring him, 

he was 9 years old and had trouble with reading and 

writing. Over the years attending the Compassion 

project, he has received a good education, enough food 

to eat, medical attention, and has learned more about 

God and His love. Now at the age of 14, Wacharatôs 

studies have gone from average to good with help from 

tutors and he is studying subjects like English, health, 

computers, and agriculture to prepare him for the future. 

Heôs healthy, has many friends, and he has a 

relationship with Christ. This is all possible by a 

sponsorship donation of $32 a month. Compassion 

International works towards providing for the physical, 

social, emotional, and spiritual needs of children. By 

partnering with local churches, they are able to reach 

children in over 25 countries. They provide them with 

food, education, a safe place to play, medical assistance, 

and the opportunity to hear and respond to the Gospel. 

By sponsoring a child, you help provide the assistance 

that is needed to make these programs happen. You 

have the chance to personally connect with a child 

through photos and letters. Through your relationship, 

you can show Christôs love to a child in need and 

encourage them on their spiritual journey. On April 

26th, you will have an opportunity to sponsor a child at 

First Church. During the Fellowship Hour after the 

service, There will be a table set up with pictures and 

biographies of children you can sponsor. If you have 

ever thought about sponsoring a child, this would be the 

perfect time to do so. If you have never considered the 

possibility, it takes only about a dollar a day and a little 

time to connect with a child through letters. Sponsoring 

a child can also be a rewarding family or group effort. If 

you have questions about Compassion International or 

how sponsorship works, you can  talk with Diana Lucas 

at church or email Diana at artsyd@gmail.com.There 

will be more information for you t o read in the 

upcoming weeks.  You can also talk  Josh Lucas. He 

sponsors a boy named Adrian in the Philippines. You 

can visit Compassionôs website at 

www.compassion.com. Please prayerfully consider 

sponsoring a child. There are many children struggling 

to survive that need to know Godôs love and provision. 

Discover Your Windows Wrap

-up for all participants   

What have your discovered through examining your own 

windows?  Have you changed your thinking in any 

area?  Have others in the Discover Your Windows groups 

changed any of their thinking?  Where do we go from 

here?   To learn the answers to these questions, please join 

other participants in the series (no matter what small group 

you have participated in) in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 

April 19, at 9:15 am.  Keith Morgenstern will lead us 

through a session of evaluating the impact of the 

series.  For the most accurate results we need everyone to 

fill out the questionnaire that your 

small group leader provides.  The 

questionnaire is a selection of the 

original questions from the 

congregational survey most 

pertinent to the current functioning 

of our congregation--just two pages 

long with multiple choice 

answers.  If you do not get a 

questionnaire in your small group, 

please pick one up in the office and 

return it before April 19.    

Just Walk Across the Room    

Have you ever thought "I should/want to be sharing my 

faith with others, but I don't know how "?   "Just Walk 

Across the Room" is a very practical DVD driven four 

week series on taking a walk "across the room" to develop 

relationships with others in order to share one's relationship 

with God in non-religious language.  The suggestions are 

very practical and do not assume that every conversation 

will produce observable results.  Your comment to an 

acquaintance might just move him from a minus 10 to a 

minus 9, but it's part of  a process that God can use in that 

person's spiritual journey.  We can each be a link, however 

small, in God's reaching those who haven't yet met Christ 

in a life-changing way.   At press time for First Things, 

WNGs, the Thursday morning men's group, the Early Birds 

(9 am class) Sunday School class, and Keith Morgenstern's 

9:30 adult Sunday School class all intend to use the 

series.  There is a possibility of 

one or two other small groups as 

well.   The series will start the 

week of April 20 following the 

wrap-up of Discover Your 

Windows.  Each Sunday 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  w e e k ' s 

discussion our pastor will be 

preaching on the same topic in 

the morning worship service.      
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Kudos to You 
 

We wo u l d  l i ke  t o  s a y 

congratulations to the following 

people: 

 

Joan Shorter turned 96 on Sunday 

February 22nd. 

Len Gower turned 90 on March 22nd. 

Margaret Ruppert was awarded the status 

of Master Teacher in the Akron Public 

School District on March 9th. 

Dan Oldham swam a relay at the State 

swimming meet and qualified as An All 

American Swimmer . 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!! 

Happy Birthday  
 

The following people have their 

birthdays in April. 

 
April 5th -   Karen Oldham 

   Alison McCarty 

   Don Roberts, Sr. 

April 7th -   Pat Franklin 

   Bob Barsan 

April 8th -   Anna Kelly 

April 10th -   Kathy Kohl 

   Mike Badgett 

April 12th -   Grace Collins 

   Lewie Roberts 

April 17th -   Kim Smith 

   Mark Hampson 

April 18th -   Kylie Lewis 

   Rosemarie Conti 

   Margaret Burks 

April 23rd -   Josh Jones 

April 27th -   Katie Kohl 

   Eva Miller 

With Sympathy 
 

The sympathy of the congregation goes 

out to the family of Irene Stelts on the 

death of her husband Bob.  Bob died on  

March 18, 2009. 

April  

Spring Cleaning/ Work Day 
 

Come and help spruce up the church at our 

Spring cleaning/work day 

on April 18th from 9-?.  

There is a lot to do to spiff 

up the place so we could 

use many hands.  Lunch is 

provided for all workers.  Come for a few 

hours or for all day. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 
On Easter Sunday, we will be collecting for One Great 

Hour of Sharing.  Since 1949, Presbyterians have 

joined with millions of other Christians through One 

Great Hour of Sharing to share Godôs love with people 

experiencing need. Our gifts support 

ministries of disaster response, refugee 

assistance and resettlement, and 

community development that help 

people find safe refuge, start new lives 

and work together to strengthen their 

families and communities.  Please 

consider giving a monetary gift this 

Easter season. 

Childrenôs Choir 
 

Childrenôs Choir is returning to itôs 9:15 am - 

9:45 am time period starting April 4th.  We 

would love to end this school year  with a lot 

of children in our choir.  Please have your 

child meet Mr. Kobb in the Choir room 

on the third floor if he/she is interested in 

participating. 

 

We would also like to thank Tim Warstler for all the 

hard work he has done in this past year.  We truly 

have enjoyed the musical arrangements he has created 

for the children to sing.   Tim has decided to take a 

sabbatical from the choir. 
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ñThanksgivingò Prayer 

Calendar 
 

In response to one of the Church Doctorôs 

recommendations, the Deacons were requested to devise a 

plan to intentionally lift up in prayer the many things our 

congregation has to be thankful for.  We have divided this 

abundant list into twelve categories so that we can focus on 

one area each month, and devote a significant amount of 

time in prayer for each.  Below you will find the April 

ñThanksgivingò Prayer Calendar requests that we would 

like you to pray for this month.  God has blessed us in so 

many ways, please join us in thanking Him.  If you have 

any questions, please contact Joan Oldham. 

 

April 2009 -  Thank God for the  

   members of Session. 

            Thank God for the way     

            they have wrestled with  

            the direction of the  

                     church. 

Your Help is Needed 
 

ñItôs like the circus when the little car drives in and an 

impossible number of clowns keep coming out!ò  The elder 

who said that was describing Ryanôs pulling into the 

church parking lot and unloading youth. 
 

 Around 37 of our youth come from urban, mostly 

unchurched families. (We have around 16 from our church 

families.)  Because of the impact of our youth ministry 

under the leadership of Ryan Lawrence, not only are more 

coming all the time, but a number have met Christ and are 

being discipled as followers of Jesus.  We thank God for 

the success of this ministry. 
 

But like the car in the circus illustration, Ryanôs 

older, small car is not up to the heavy demands the 

ministry is placing on it.  Most of these youth do not have 

parents who can or will drive them, but as the Spirit works, 

lives are being changed. 
 

At its last meeting our session authorized Steve 

Snyder and our pastor, Mark Ruppert, to solicit funds for a 

low-cost, well-maintained used mini-van to help in the 

ministry.  Steve has located such a van which will be titled 

to Ryan.  If you would like to help purchase it, please give 

your donation to Steve Snyder, or you may leave it in the 

church office to be used for 

purchase  the van.  Checks may be 

made out to First Presbyterian 

Church. 

Elegant Egg 7 
2009 Show & Sale of Eggshell Artistry 

 

THE ELEGANT EGG 7 Spring 
Show & Sale is just around the 
corner on April 4th and 5th  
2009 in our own Fellowship 
Hall!  YOU ARE INVITED to 

come and bring a friend or two.  On 
Saturday, support Summer's Best Two 
Weeks by buying breakfast at the 
Pancake Breakfast from 9 to 1 with 
adults @ $5.00, children 5 to 12 $3.00, 
under 4 FREE.  With a $1.00 donation 
admission into the Egg Show for those 
over 12 , you can see a beautiful 
variety of decorated eggs:  pysanky, 
sgraffito, decorated, painted, natural 
woodland, Japanese chimogoya, 
jewelry, and others.   Wear a decorated 
bonnet or cap to the show to qualify to 
enter a special drawing at 4 pm on 
Sunday.  Classes are available for you 
to learn the art of Pysanky on 
Saturday and Sunday at 2 pm for  ages 
8 years old - adult.  All classes require 
reservations as class size is limited.  
You can make reservations by calling 
the church office.  The egg show runs 
from 9 to 4 on Saturday and 1 to 5 on 
Sunday.  You are also invited to stop 
by the egg show immediately following 
worship before the public comes in at 
1:00.  You won't want to miss it! 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   
 

Please continue to pray for:  Jim Warner, Pat Evans, Ned Oldham, Ruby Johnson, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin, 

Irene Stelts,  Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark,  Arnold Ruppert, Meg Davis, Margaret Jones, Becky 

Cochran, Trent Chima, Denny Wood, Mac Barnett, Jimmy Fisher, Bill Gardella, Carolyn Cook, Lu Wiley, 

President Obama and newly elected officials, The Global Financial Crisis. 

Fellowship Time 

WNGs 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their 

strength... They shall mount up with wings as 

eagleséò Isaiah 40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm. The meetings are at the homes of the 

following people. 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Circle 
 

All women of the congregation are invited  to come to the 

parlor at 1:00 pm on Monday, April 6th.  We will learn 

how Presbyterian women are responding to Christôs call to 

ñcare for the leastò with programs for mission, justice, 

education and support. We will be using the new Bible 

Study. Can Joshuaôs leadership and trust in God as he leads 

the Isrealites be a model for contemporary concerns.  If you 

need more information please we either Ruth Bartilson or 

Hope Everhart. 

Bible Studies 

Evening Circle 
Evening circle will be on April 21st, at 7:30 at the 

home of Mary Jane Brown, 936 Merriman Rd., Akron.  

If you have questions, please contact Edie English . 

The Tuesday Club will be meeting on  April 14th at LeFever River Grill, 2291 River Front Parkway, Cuyahoga 

Falls.  Call Myra Livingston if you have any questions.  

Menôs Bible Study 
Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.   

Contact Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.   

Contact Tony Miller for more information. 

Hikers Group 
 

Come and enjoy the signs of spring while hiking.  Each 

Saturday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes 

out to various locations for a hike.  Hiking lengths vary.  

All are welcome.  Afterward, they go out for lunch but you 

donôt have to if you have other plans.  See Edie or Verne 

for more information. 

April 1st - Evelyn Bell  

April 8th - Nancy Smith  

April 15th - Donna Snyder  

April 22nd - Pat Franklin  

April 29th  - Joan Oldham  
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Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry  
   

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry   
 

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - 

Sextons 

Plain English:  
Jesus died with outstretched arms for you to run 

into them. 

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, 

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Fall/Winter Hours   

Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship begins at 10:45 a.m. 

Join us for a  
Tenebrae Service  

 

Please mark your calendars for a special Good 
Friday Tenebrae Service that will be held in the 
sanctuary beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Our friends 
and neighbors from the Church of the Holy Spirit 
Church will be joining us again this year.  In case 
you were wondering the word ñtenebraeò is Latin 
for shadows.  The service was originally 
designed for Good Friday, but it can be used for 
Maundy Thursday as well.  The service can be 
divided into seven, eight, or nine parts, each one 
assigned to a different reader.  The purpose of 
the service is to recreate the emotional aspects 
of the passion of Christ: the 
betrayal, the abandonment, 
and the agony of the events, 
and it is left unfinished 
because the story isnôt over 
until Easter Sunday.  Come 
and join us. for this moving 
service as we prepare our 
hearts and minds for the 
great Resurrection Day.   


