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Dear Members and Friends of First Church:

Ever since the church consultant, Dr. Kent Hunter, began his work with us last year, the
leadership has been hard at work implementing some of his recommendations that will
help us in the life and ministry of First Church. One of the areas that he pointed out and

that we already knew we could i mprove wupon i s th
mai nline church, have put the AEO0O word on the she
to Aoffendd anyone i f we were to speak of Jesus
want to appear superior or have it Arighto when

saved us. And so we shy away from telling our story to others. There are those in our

church who have said they wanted help or coachi
sensitive, non -threatening way. Beginning Sunday, May 1st, and the following 3

Sundays, | will be preaching a sermon series that follows the book that many people will

be studying in small groups entitled, Just Walk Across the Room , by founding and
senior pastor, Bill Hybels of the Willow Creek Community Church in South Barrington,

lllinois. Let me address some frequently asked questions that | found on -line, via the
computer.

Whatis Just Walk Across the Room ?

The Just Walk  experience originated from a series of five talks delivered during midweek
services by Bill Hybels. When he realized just how powerfully the concept resonated with

his congregation, he set about the task of broadening the application to churches
nationwide. The result was Just Walk Across the Room: The Four -Week Church
Campaign, an experience intended to put a blowtorch to the value of personal
evangelism in your church.

Why four weeks?

Youdbve heard the old saying about it taking 28 d
One mont h: itdés |l ong enough t o & ceueh tbowt aomething asn e w
complex and critical as evangelism 0 but short enough to keep you engaged throughout

the entire experience. It is believed that by devoting four weeks to the issue of personal

evangel i sm, pari shionersd minds, heart s, and habi
pointing people to the Christian faith. Four weeks...with potentially _

e t e r n a | i m p a c¢c t .Z&

Please join me in May as we explore the idea of each one of us taking j
the challenge to, Just Walk Across the Room . See U in CH_RCH. —~—

Yours in Christ,

Mark



From the Pulpit “

MAY 3 COMMUNION

Scripture: Philippians 2:6-8

Sermon: ATHE SINGLE GR
(The first in a 4 part series related to the study on
Evangelism-1 J UST WALK ACROSS

MAY 10 MOTHEROGS DAY
Scripture: Matthew 5:13

Sermon: fALIVING I
(The second in a 4 part series related to the study on
Evangelism-1 J UST WALK ACROSS

MAY 17
Scripture: I Peter 3:15b
Sermon: ATHE POWER OF

(The third in a 4 part series related to the study on
Evangelism-1 J UST WALK ACROSS

MAY 24
Scripture: Colossians 4:5-6
Ser mon: AR GRANDER VI SI O

(The fourth in a 4 part series related to the study on
Evangelism-1n J UST WALK ACROSS

MAY 31 PENTECOST/YOUTH SUNDAY

N 3 Dgf

Session Highlights

e Session approved (Property and Maintenance
Team) the wedding of Meghan Hillebrand on

Ralu a§, Tuly 95! 2609 ©

J R&sioR %HM&H) (Property and Maintenance
Team) the wedding of Zach Kohl on Saturday,
August 15, 2009.

e Christian Growth and Development Team
r%ported the new small group study series on
cVaideelisnR U8 WAIR Across The Room (by Pastor
Bill Hybels, Willow Creek Church) will be offered
throughout the week, beginning the week of April

Attention Graduates

We would like to honor the 2009 Graduates
from High School, Graduate School and
Vocational School in the June edition of First
Things. The information that is needed is, the
name of the graduate, the name of the school
that they are graduating from as well as what
their plans are for the fall. Please email this
information to Ann McCord
(mccordr@aol.com) by May 17th. Thanks.
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THE ROONBalendar

I n response t o one of
recommendations, the Deacons were requested to devise a

plan to intentionally lift up in prayer the many things our

congregation has to be thankful for. We have divided this

abundant list into twelve categories so that we can focus on

one area each month, and devote a significant amount of

time in prayer for each. Below you will find the April

AThanksgivingo Prayer
like you to pray for this month. God has blessed us in so
many ways, please join us in thanking Him. If you have
any questions, please contact Joan Oldham.

May 2009

« Thank God for spiritual health of many
of the members of this congregation.

« Thank God for the spiritual growth that
continues among many members as they
participate in Bible study.

« Thank God for the spiritual atmosphere

that the people of this church reflect.

Thank God for the

Thank God for the

Cal en



America, Unite Ourselves in
Prayer

The National Day of Prayer is going to be ¢
May 7th. There will be a prayer service a
noon at the Akron Court House.

The national day of prayer is a day
designated by the United States
Congress as a day when all Americans
regardless of faith are asked to come f
together and pray. Join your friends
and neighbors in prayer and liturgy.

t

Just Walk Across the Room

Have you ever thought "I should/want to be sharing
my faith with others, but I don't know how "? "Just
Walk Across the Room" is a very practical DVD
driven four week series on taking a walk "across the
room" to develop relationships with others in order to
share one's relationship with God in non-religious
language. The suggestions are very practical and do
not assume that every conversation will produce
observable results. Your comment to an acquaintance
might just move him from a minus 10 to a minus 9,
but it's part of a process that God can use in that
person's spiritual journey. We can each be a link,
however small, in God's reaching those who haven't
yet met Christ in a life-changing way. At press time
for First Things, WNGs, the Thursday morning men's
group, the Early Birds (9 am class) Sunday School
class, and Keith Morgenstern's 9:30 adult Sunday
School class all intend to use the series. There is a
possibility of one or two other small groups as well.
Each Sunday following the week's discussion our
pastor will be preaching on the same topic in the
morning worship service.

New Members

The congregation would like to welcome the
following people into our congregation.  The
following were received on April 19th.

Alice Koch
TeRance (T.T.) Williams
Erin Hoffman

Jim Fisher
Jonathan Fisher
Joshua Fisher
Kathy Fisher

DNsponsoring a boy named Wacharat

3

Compassion Sunday

On May 17th, First Church will be having Compassion
Sunday. Over the past 5 years, Diana Lucas has been
through an
organization called Compassion International. Growing
up in a rural village in Thailand with parents only
occasionally employed as farmers, Wacharat was one of
the many children in the area with a poor education and
poor nutrition. When she first started sponsoring him,
he was 9 years old and had trouble with reading and
writing. Over the years attending the Compassion
project, he has received a good education, enough food
to eat, medical attention, and has learned more about
God and His | ove. Now
studies have gone from average to good with help from
tutors and he is studying subjects like English, health,
computers, and agriculture to prepare him for the future.
He b s heal t hy, has
relationship with Christ. This is all possible by a
sponsorship donation of $32 a month. Compassion
International works towards providing for the physical,
social, emotional, and spiritual needs of children. By
partnering with local churches, they are able to reach
children in over 25 countries. They provide them with
food, education, a safe place to play, medical assistance,
and the opportunity to hear and respond to the Gospel.
By sponsoring a child, you help provide the assistance
that is needed to make these programs happen. You
have the chance to personally connect with a child
through photos and letters. Through your relationship,
you can show Christds
encourage them on their spiritual journey. On May 17th,
you will have an opportunity to sponsor a child at First
Church. During the Fellowship Hour after the service,
There will be a table set up with pictures and
biographies of children you can sponsor. If you have
ever thought about sponsoring a child, this would be the
perfect time to do so. If you have never considered the
possibility, it takes only about a dollar a day and a little
time to connect with a child through letters. Sponsoring
a child can also be a rewarding family or group effort. If
you have questions about Compassion International or
how sponsorship works, you can talk with Diana Lucas
at church or email Diana at artsyd22@gmail.com. There
will be more information for you to read in the
upcoming weeks. You can also talk to Josh Lucas. He
sponsors a boy named Adrian in the Philippines. You
can visit Compassi
www.compassion.com. Please prayerfully consider
sponsoring a child. There are many children struggling
to survive that need to

many
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Chil drenos

Chil drenos Choi r has
9:45 am time period . Please have
your child meet Mr. Kobb in the

third floor Choir room if he/she is
interested in participating. We could

use a lot more voices to sing praises
to God.

Q0 Happy Birthday

S The following people have their
ﬂ birthdays in May.
May 1st - Amy Conrad
May 3rd - Scott Franklin
Don Stillman
Jim Warner
May 8th - Carolyn Cook
May 10th - Pat Olson
May 12th - Gladys Swinehart
May 15th - Jalissa Wolf
George Chima
May 17th- Edie English
May 19th - Jeanne Huber
May 20th - Cindy Starr
May 22nd - Frank Weaver
May 24th - Susan Trepepi
Frank Randall
May 26th - Myssi Lewis
David Martine
May 30th - Ruth Bartilson
May 31st - Daniel Bennett

With Sympathy

The sympathy of the congregation goes

out to the family of George Chima on
death of his son Trent. Trent died on
April 9th in Atlanta, Georgia.

_ Sympathy of the congregation to the
Frank Jenkins family on the death of
his brother, Richard. Richard died in
the beginning of April.

C h o i Mowing Ministry
Tpeowarr}lmi agd sugn_ierld%ys are

welcome but before you know it the
grass will need mowing. So, it is
time to set up a roster for cutting the
~ grass round the church. If you are an
7. individual, a couple, or a family

’ group who would like to help with
the fimowing ministryo,
-472-0779) or dkohl@neo.rr.com. as soon as possible.
The more volunteers we have, the fewer times we have
to rotate through the list.

Food Pantry

In the month of March, the Food Pantry served groceries to
647 households equaling 2417 people. Five hundred and
twenty people were also fed at the Walk in Meals through
out the month.

All of this was made possible by your
generous contributions.  You can
continue to give to the Food Bank by
writing a check to FPC and putting
Food Bank in the note at the bottom of
the check.

With Thanks

pl

| would like to thank the congregation for the
cards, calls and prayers at the recent passing
of my brother. | would like to thank the Caring
Friends for the beautiful fleecy throw which

they made for me. It will be put to
great use.

Thank you for everything.
Phyllis Spindler

thre
Van Fund

Recently, a van was purchased for transporting
youth. We are asking the congregation if they

would like to contribute to

the cost of this van. If you
can contribute, please con-
tact Steve Snyder.




The Tuesday Club will be meeting on May 12th, at 1:00 pm at the Hartville Kitchen, Hartville. Call Myra

Livingston if you have any questions.

Bible Studies

Evening Circle
Evening circle will be on May 12th. We will be going
out to dinner. If you have questions, please contact
Edie English.

Morning Circle

All women of the congregation are invited to come to the
parlor at 1:00 pm on Monday, April 6th. We will be using

the new Bible Study. Can J
God as he leads the Israelites be a model for contemporary
WNGs concerns? If you need more information please see either
iThey that hope i n t he RuthBaptilgonogHepgEvirharty e new t hei
strength... They shall mount up with wings as
eagleséodo Isaiah 40: 31 Menoés Bible St

Women of the church are invited to participate in the
Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at
7:00 pm. The meetings are at the homes of the
following people.

May 6th - Evelyn Bell
May 13th - Mary O'Neill
May 20th - Natalie Garlock

May 27th - Nancy Smith

Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.
Contact Roy Davis for more information.
Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.
Contact Tony Miller for more information.

Hikers Group

Come and enjoy the signs of spring while hiking. Each
Saturday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes
out to various locations for a hike. Hiking lengths vary.
All are welcome. Afterward, they go out for lunch but you
donét have to if wyou
for more information.

have

Prayer Concerns

Remember to pray for our government leaders.

Pray for our military: Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,
Adam Philips - Army, Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler

Please continue to pray for: Jim Warner, Pat Evans, Ned Oldham, Ruby Johnson, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin,
Irene Stelts, Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, Arnold Ruppert, Meg Davis, Margaret Jones, Becky
Cochran, Denny Wood, Mac Barnett, Don Roberts, Alice Koch, Don Harrod, Susan Trepepi, Lori Whetstone,
Corrine Badgett, Bill Gardella, Ann McCord, Carolyn Cook, Lu Wiley, President Obama and newly elected

officials, The Global Financial Crisis.

(
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As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim,

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service.

PENTECOST/YOUTH SUNDAY

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend
our Pentecost/ Youth Sunday service on May
31th. The service will be led by Ryan
Lawrence and the youth group. Come hear
how the Lord has been working in the heart of
our youth.

We wi | | be cel ebrat
(and your own) during the fellowship hour.
There will be 12 tables set up with a special
cake to celebrate each month of the year. Find
the table that represents your birthday month
or a month of a loved one and enjoy a treat.

EVERYONE IS
ENCOURAGED TO WEAR

RED.

Plain English:
The heaviest thing to carry is a grudge.

First Presbyterian Church,
A Church for the City

Fall/Winter Hours
Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

ng tWerehip begipsplG4Rags b |
Dr. Mark T. Ruppert- Pastor
Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet Pastor Emeritus

Ryan Lawrence Director of Youth Ministry
Charles Kobb II- Director of Music Ministry

Ann McCord - Director of Christian
Education/ First Things Editor

Judy Bailey- Church Secretary
Heidi Guttermuth- Organist

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips
Sextons
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