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First Things  
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
June 2009, Issue 88 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church:  
 

I want to thank so many of you who came to our special and unique worship service on 
Sunday, April 26 th,  in Fellowship Hall.  At the service we worshiped, heard from Godôs 

Word and entered into small group discussions on the four options for the future of our 
church that were presented in a special mailing dated April 16, 2009.  Those four options 

are:  
 

Stay and grow (possible new building).  

Relocate.  

Cease worship at 647 E. Market St.  Use 647 E. Market St. as an Urban Mission 
Center and relocate our worship.  

Maintain 647 E. Market St. as a Worship and Urban Mission Center and create a 
place in the suburbs for worship.  

 

Those who were present will recall that we asked you to share your opinions on each of 
the 4 options and to indicate your level of interest -  1 being the most  interest down to 4 

being the least interest.  The Long Range Planning Team (Elder Terry Comer, Elder Doug 
Kohl, Hope Everhart, Pastor Mark Ford & Laurie Hillebrand, chair) and the Relocation Sub

- team (Hope Everhart, Tony Miller, Bob Barsan and Dick Hillebrand) have been reviewing 

the information gathered, as well as the comments/suggestions/questions that were 
submitted that day.  It is their goal to make a presentation to the Session in June and 

then, by June 30th for the Session to come to a decision.  We anticipate that in early July 
the Session will call a special Congregational Meeting to report its recommendation to 

the church.  
 

The week after our Sunday, April 26th service one of our members called me at the 

church.  They encouraged me to consider inviting the congregation to set aside time, 
each day, to pray for the direction of our church, seeking Godôs vision for our faith 

community.  I told them I would do just this and have been encouraging people to do so.  
I ask each of you to covenant with me to be praying daily in June for our church and the 

decisions that will be made.  
 

I keep being reminded and remind myself that it is not about me but it is all  about 
Christ, His Kingdom, and His Church.  Keep praying for Godôs will to be done. 

To God be the Glory.  See U in CH_RCH.  
 

Yours in Christ,  

Mark 
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JUNE SERMONS 

 

JUNE 7 COMMUNION  

Scripture: Philippians 1:15-26 

Sermon: ñTO LIVE IS CHRIST, TO DIE IS GAINò 

 

JUNE 14 ORDINATION/INSTALLATION 

OF CHURCH OFFICERS 

Scripture: Philippians 1:27-30 

Sermon: ñLIVING THE LIFEò 

 

JUNE 21 

Scripture: Philippians 2:1-11 

Sermon: ñTHE MIND OF CHRISTò 

 

JUNE 28 DEDICATION OF SUMMERôS 

BEST TWO WEEKS STAFF 
Scripture: Philippians 1:1-6 

Sermon: ñHE BEGAN A GOOD WORK IN YOUò 

From the Pulpit Session Highlights  
 

 

 

ñThanksgivingò Prayer Calendar 
 

In response to one of the Church Doctorôs 

recommendations, the Deacons were 

requested to devise a plan to intentionally lift 

up in prayer the many things our congregation 

has to be thankful for.  We have divided this 

abundant list into twelve categories so that we 

can focus on one area each month, and devote 

a significant amount of time in prayer for 

each.  Below you will find the April 

ñThanksgivingò Prayer Calendar requests that 

we would like you to pray for this month.  

God has blessed us in so many ways, please 

join us in thanking Him.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Joan Oldham. 

 

   June 2009 -   

Thank God for the Summerôs Best Two 

Weeks program. 

Summer Hours Begin  
Sunday, June 7th  

 

Beginning Sunday, June 7th 

through Sunday, September 6th, we 

will be moving to our summer 

Sunday schedule.  The Son Rise 

Café will begin serving at 8:45 

a .m. in the Parlor and conclude at 

9:45 a.m.  Worship will begin at 

10:00 a.m. and conclude at 11:00 

a.m.   

MAY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

Session approved (Community Ministry/Mission 

Team) the we use Fellowship Hall on Saturday, Au-

gust 22nd, for a "Treasure Sale" (Rummage Sale). 

 

Session approved (Worship Team) that we celebrate 

Communion on 6/7, 7/5. 8/2, 9/6, 10/4, 11/15, 12/6 and 

to have Elders take communion to shut-ins on 10/4, 

World-Wide Communion Sunday 

Session approved that we host a community com-

memoration on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2009, in our sanc-

tuary.  This is the date of John Brown's execution 150 

years ago.  FPC was contacted by Judy James, manager 

of Special Collections, Akron Public Library.  She 

asked our church to send a representative to a meeting 

to plan the 150th celebration of the raid on Harper's 

Ferry.  Our church was selected because we were an 

anti-slavery church.  Elder Edie English will serve on 

the committee 

Food Pantry 
 

In the month of April, the Food Pantry 

served groceries to 534 households 

equaling 1904 people.  One hundred and 

twenty five people were also fed at the 

Walk in Meals throughout the month. 

 

All of this was made possible by your generous contri-

butions.  You can continue to give to the Food Bank by 

writing a check to FPC and putting Food Bank in the 

note at the bottom of the check. 
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Congratulations Graduates 
 

We would like to express our congratulations to the following on their recent 

graduation. 
 

High School Graduations 
 

Ashley Ruppert graduated from Firestone High School.   Ashley  is planning to attend Akron University and 

major in Athletic Training in the fall. 

Dan Oldham graduated from Walsh Jesuit. Dan is planning on attending the University of Cincinnati and 

majoring in Engineering in the fall 

Grace McCarty graduated from Firestone High School.  Future plans are to be announced. 

College Graduations 

Katie Barsan graduated with honors from Wittenberg University with a Bachelors Degree in Management. 

Jon Olson graduated from the University of Toledo with a Bachelors Degree in Biology. 

Jessica Oldham graduated from Ohio University with a Bachelors of Science Degree in Exercise Physiology.  

Jessica hopes to be accepted into Ohio Universityôs Accelerated Nursing Program.  

Carla DôEramo graduated from Stark State College of Technology with an Associate Degree in Nursing. 

Church Clean Up Day 
 

Thank you to all who came out to the Church Clean Up Day in April.  A lot of Spring cleaning 

and other things that needed to be done, were accomplished.   


