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Dear Members and Friends of First Church:

tl

The week of June 15 ™ you received a special mailing from the church which contained a

cover letter signed by all the Elders and the recommendation from the Session that

accompanied the letter. As | write this article, | do not know the outcome of the
Congregational Meeting that was scheduled for Sunday, June 28, following the morning
worship service.

th,

During the week of June 15 | spoke with those who contacted me to discuss the
information that was shared. Comments range f
what the family needs to doo to fimy heart [ br
arrive at the decision the Elders accepted was not an easy one for the Long Range

Planning Team, the Relocation Team and the Session.

After the Elders voted on the recommendation, later that week, there was a devotional

from Scripture Union that was sent around to a number of people because it spoke to

our situation at First Church. | would like to share the scripture passage and the

meditation. Acts 6:1 -7 : Aln those days when the numberg of
the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their

widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered

all the disciples together and said, o6lt woul n
the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers, choose seven men from among

you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility

over to them and wil|l give our attention to ra
proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the

Holy Spirit:; al soé. They presented these b N
their hands on t hem. So the word of God sprefgd.

Medi tat e: A6GChri stians may not see eye t o ey
armé (unknown) . David Watson once met a churpgh
year s. 6You must have seen a | ot of changes, g6 I
| 6ve resisted every one of them!d A great depl
distraction of division and the poor management of change. The Church can be blown
off course by internal division just as much as by external opposition. Here, the
difficulties arose because two distinct groups in the church, one Aramaic -speaking, the
other Greek -speaking. Long -standing tensions between them meant that the Greek
speakers coul dnot hel p feeling that there wapp i
expressed in neglect of their widows when it came to food distribution.

To be continued on page 2
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Pastor s

So, they lodged a complaint.

apart.

everyone.

Pen contin

ued from page 1.

It had all the potential to rip the Christian community
This brief story has some wonderful lessons for any church facing internal
challenges. The apostles were wise to identify the priorities, both the particular issue to
be addressed and who was best placed to deal with the matter. They could not neglect
their own calling and so they organized a new team. Then they encouraged a sense of
ownership - they called everyone together, and asked them to select the right team.
This selection resulted in an appropriate diversity which won the confidence of

Finally, the

apostles brought <c¢l os

So what does this have to say to our current situation? FPC is facing challenges and
unchartered waters that we have never navigated before and yet back, prior to 1904
and the construction of our current sanctuary, those who were a part of the church had
to face similar challenges, even though they only moved a few blocks west on East
Market St. Will we make some wise decisions as we proceed? That is my prayer. Will
we make some mistakes? This is inevitable when you are in the midst of change and
trying new things or going in a direction or ministry you have never experienced.

To date, the Elders have established the best process we know of that included
meetings in the Parlor the first and third Sundays every month since the beginning of
January; a special service to gather information from the congregation as to options the

| eadership fel
ocat e I n t he futu
neighborhood. This may include an urban worshipping community as an extension of

nr el

FPC.

0

We have

t

wer e \Y

sought

division and work for the unity of our church.

May this be OUR prayer as we move forward
together in unity and love by the power and unity of Your Holy Spirit. May the world
see that we truly love one another. Amen.

See Uin CH_RCH.

Yours in Christ,

Mark

ATTENTION ALL MEN: NEW STUDY
SERIES ON THURSDAY MORNINGS @

The

Thur sday

6:30 A.M.

Mor ni ng Me

study- Simply Christianby N. T. Wright. Wright is
the Anglican Bishop of Durham, England, and author
of more than thirty books, including The Last Word
and The Meaning of Jesude taught New Testament
studies for twenty years in Cambridge, McGill and

Oxford universities.

He has been featured on ABC

News, Datelineand Fresh Air All men are invited to

me et

n

Pastor

Ruppertd

2

i abl e; a recommendat.i
re whi | e mai nt aining

to do what i s best f

- Lord, help Your children to learn to work

FPC RECEIVES TWO GRANTS

We are pleased to report that First Church has recently
received two grants. One ($3,000) from the

r

tiNéighborkiesd 0 Rarmershipa Broglare dau dqollatratadl e w

effort between the City of Akron Department of
Planning and Urban Development and the Akron
Community Foundati on) f
Weeks Day Camp and the other from the W. Paul Mills
& Thora J. Mills Foundation (the Mills were long-time
me mber s of our church)
Weeks Day Camp ($4,000) and the upcoming Sunday
snorming Conteanporary Worship Service ($2,000).

or



From the Pulpit “

JULY 5 COMMUNION
Scripture: Galatians 2:20
Ser mon: n
THE CHRI STOo

JULY 12
Guest Preacher , Pastor Mark Ford

JULY 19
Guest Preacher, Rev. Dick Ferris

JULY 26

Scripture: Philippians 2:12 -18

Ser mon: nWORK | T OUJIT
Communion

The worship team is running a trial of
gluten free bread for communion plus a
new type of regular communion bread. We
will be doing this trial on July 5, 2009 and
August 2, 2009. Afterwards,

we will be asking for your

opinion on the two new

products. Thanks for your

help.

(@

Food Pantry

: W? In the month of May, the Food Pantry
; served groceries to 481 households
equaling 1639 people. Five hundred
and eight people were also fed at the
Walk in Meals through out the month.

All of this was made possible by your generous contri-
butions. You can continue to give to the Food Bank by
writing a check to FPC and putting Food Bank in the
note at the bottom of the check.

Session Highlights

JUNE SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

e Session approved (Christian Growth and
Development) that the Personnel Team be

PLEDGE A|L L E @thokzN o thre a farkXime assistant to help

Ryan Lawrence (our Director of Youth
Ministries).

e Session approved (Christian Growth and
Development) a policy for all church school
teachers and helpers.

e Session approved (Long Range Planning Team
and Relocation Team) the recommendation for
our congregation to
maintaining a vital urban mission/ministry in
this neighborhood. This may include an urban
worshipping community as an extension of
FPC. o (This is to
congregation at a Congregational Meeting on
June 28, 2009 immediately following the
Sunday morning worship service.)

e Session approved (motion made by Doug Kohl,
Cheryl Buchanan and Pat Franklin) the hiring of
a part-time person to coordinate the
Contemporary Worship Service.

AThanksgivingo

I n response t o one
recommendations, the Deacons were
requested to devise a plan to intentionally lift
up in prayer the many things our congregation
has to be thankful for. We have divided this
abundant list into twelve categories so that we
can focus on one area each month, and devote
a significant amount of time in prayer for
each. Bel ow you wi l
Prayer Calendar requests that we would like
you to pray for this month. God has blessed
us in so many ways, please join us in thanking
Him. If you have any questions, please
contact Joan Oldham.

July 2009 -
Thank God for the Son Rise Café.

be

Ar e

P

P
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Juni or High Girl so& Financial Peace
Walk Across the Room & University
Attention Junior High G1rl§ going into grades 5-.8 n 3&" b Starting on September 1, 2009,
the fa11: You have'been 1nv1tec! to take part in a <3 " First Presbyterian Church will be
Junior High Girlsdéd Walk < Sostilg 1118 weelp@s@nalTinanSem a |
Group at Nina Wilsonds h clasp heagled cFinaacgls Bege Wi
Monday July 27th and Thursday, July 30th from - ' University, taught by Christian
9:00 am until 3:00 pm. This small group will be — Financial Counselor, Dave Ramsey.
faCIh_tated by Wendy Wilson. Each girl will need Each of the 13 lessons deal with a different topic that will
to bring her own sack lunch. change the way you think about personal finance. Dave
teaches about how to save money, live on a budget,

Each day will be broken into segments. In the communicate about money, eliminate debt, find bargains
morning the girls will watch and participate in 2 and experience the joy of giving.
lessons from the curriculum Walk-Across the ,

. . . Our class will be held on September Ist from 6:300 8:30
Room. After lunch, the girls will be able to enjoy o : :

; : pm and facilitated by Wendy Wilson. May people in our
th_e prlvate la_ke an.d beach that is z congregation have followed this program and are now living
within walking distance to the & debt free. We will have our first preview session on
Wil sonbds home. Sugday, July 12thidirsctly following the service at 11:00 am

. Sunday, August 9th, directly following the service. The
and from the Wilson home (see ~— : : : ) o
Wendv if d di i preview sessions will last about 45 minutes and will include
endy if you nee 1regt10ns). a4 25 minute video.
Please remember to bring a
Bible, towel, swim suit, sun Our hope is that people will pray for this class and that it
screen and an open mind. wi || touch peopleds |lives

Project Shine

At the end of June, some of our Junior/Senior
High Youth went to Kenmore, Ohio to par-
ticipate in Project Shine. Project Shine is a
one week clean-up and home improvement
project that takes place locally. Please pray
for the following people as they work and
share Gododos | ove

t o

Ryan Lawrence
C.J. Moore
Josh Starkey
Chaz Lewis
Carrie Brown
Alex Nasaya Morgan
Rob Moore
Deontae Moore

people closer to Christ. Hope to see you there.

Son Rise Café

Come and enjoy fun, fellowship, friends and good in-
struction in the Son Rise Caf¢.
The Son Rise Café is for people
in grades 5-adult. There is a
small continental breakfast buf-
fet available
series is called Epic. Hope to

|1se<hy@u therepeopl e

Congratulations Graduate

We would like to congratulate the
following graduate.

High School Graduate

Grace McCarty 8 Grace graduated from Firestone
High School. Grace will be attending Miami University
of Ohio in the fall and is planning to major in French
and International Business.



A letter from our Missionaries

Milolo at

Kenda and ©
school.

~ baby Ntumba
busy at work.

Dear Friends,

Usually the news stories told from Congo are very tragic, filled with all too real accounts of extreme suffering
through violence, hunger, disease, rape, oppression, and poverty. These stories are absolutely true, and each day as
missionaries serving in Congo we come face to face with all of these difficult issues. There are many days when
we feel completely at a loss when called upon to provide desperately needed answers and solutions to the many
serious problems that confront the Congolese individually and collectively. However, deep in our hearts and minds
exists a profound, abiding awareness and confidence that God is always here with all of us, guiding and directing
our united course and actions. Our role is to be attentive to and respectful of this divine guidance, which in our
experience, has always resulted in wonderful outcomes.

So, today we want to share with you one story of
we feel we have been divinely led to serve with our dear Congolese partners in directions that far exceeded our
smal | and | imited human plans. lt6és an example of

ease the suffering of the oppressed and vulnerab
sewing school. Since our arrival in Tshikaji in 2001, we had been acutely aware of the serious oppression of
women and girls that exists in this culture. Wo m
violence are commonplace. When sexual violence results in a pregnancy outside of marriage, the girl is often
accused of improper behavior and rejected by her family and community, leaving her and her baby unwanted,
unloved, and without hope. Some village girls have never attended school due to lack of family support and
poverty, leaving them extremely vulnerable and without any good plan for their existence. Our dream was to start a
microenterprise project to provide these lovely girls with a valuable trade as well as hope for the future. But where
would we find the funds, materials, and the people to start such a school? In the summer of 2007, Nancy
miraculously received an unexpected phone call from a kind Presbyterian donor who shared this dream and offered

to provide the necessary funding. Within a few months, all the plans were set in motion, dedicated teachers were
located, sewing machines and materials were purchased, desks and tables were built, and in December 2007 the
single momsdéd sewing school opened! With her prof
One year |l ater, 19 beauti ful young women partici
her own sewing machine and a kit of supplies to start her own business. Today the graduates are all doing well.
Through the sale of the clothing they produce, they contribute significantly to their own family support. They are
making enough to buy food, provide health care, purchase and raise chickens and goats, and (in typical Congolese
style) are helping pay school fees for their sibl
Kananga and are doing extremely well, and four village graduates have joined together to start a small business.

But more importantly, these young mothers today live lives transformed from shame, despair, and rejection to
dignity and respect, knowing that they are loved by God and many in the Presbyterian Church. Year two of the
school is in full swing, with 30 new students who will graduate in February 2010. Thanks be to God!

God bless you all,

Mike and Nancy Haninger



Happy Birthday

S5 The following people have their
i‘ birthdays in July.

July 2nd - Sarah McCord

July 5th - Jon Sues

July 7th - Xyaviare Calloway
Philip Hampson

July 10th - Bud Younkin

July 14th - Abigail Starkey

July 15th - Shirley Jenkins
Judy Rodgers
Carol Askew

July 17th - Eve McCarty

July 19th - Steve Snyder

July 22nd - Robert Starkey

July 23rd - Kathy Morgenstern

July 24th - Tyler Drope

July 29th - Erin Barsan
Sebastian Hopson

July 30th - J.C. Crawford

Pete Jones

Church Picnic |

Mark your calendars,
August 8,2009 will be
the church picnic. More .
details will come in the
weekly bulletin. Please
save the date and plan

on coming and . ;

' 4

celebrating summer with
us.

& &

FPC Travel Group trip to Alaska

The names and birthdays above came out of o¥pu are invited to join us on another exciting
members church directory. If there has been a mistaked fun trip. We are planning to take a cruise
and your name and birthday is not listed please emay Alaska in August of 2010.

Ann McCord (mccordr@aol.com) and let her know.

Treasure Sale

On August 22, 2009, from 9amd 4 pm FPC will be
having its first Treasure Sale in our Fellowship Hall.
We all have things in our house that we no longer need
or want. As you do your spring cleaning and sorting,
you are asked to donate your unwanted items to our
giant Treasure Sale

We will not accept any clothing, shoes or adult books.
Everything else should be in good condition. You may
bring your donations to the church starting August Ist.
The money that we earn will be divided between the
Food Ministry and the Youth Ministry.

Information is now available and the price is
around $1500.00 which includes air fare and
other specials.

If you are interested, sign up on the bulletin
board across from the water fountain and we
will contact you or see Edie English to find
out more information. The Chima Travel
Group is working on some very good deals for
us.

This would be a great time to ask a friend,
relative, neighbor, etc. to join us. The more,
the merrier.



Sy Sty

A A
Bible Studies/Fello@
The Tuesday Club Womenodés Circl e

The Tuesday Club will be meeting on July 10 at the I fih , . h
New Era Restaurant, 10 Massillion Road, Akron . Call All women of the congregation are invited to come to the

.. . parlor at 1:00 pm on Monday, July 6th. We will be using
the Chgrch ofﬁce. or Myra Livingston with your the new Bible Study. Can Jc
reservation or questions. God as he leads the Israelites be a model for contemporary

concerns? If you need more information please see either
Ruth Bartilson or Hope Everhart.

Evening Circle A _
Evening Circle will resume in September. Me nos Bi bl e St
Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.
Contact Roy Davis for more information.
Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.

WNGs Contact Tony Miller for more information.
AThey that hope in the Lord shall/l renew their str
They shall mount wup with wingsHikers€srgupeséo | sai a
40:31

Come and enjoy the signs of summer while hiking. Each
Women of the church are invited to participate in the Saturday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes
Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at out to various locations for a hike. Hiking lengths vary.
7:00 p m. Check wit h P aAllarepvglegmn. kAftefward, theyaeq out forjuech bat ypy s
meeting schedule. dondét have to if you have ¢
for more information.

Prayer Concerns

Remember to pray for our government leaders.

Pray for our military: Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,
Adam Philips - Army, Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler

Please continue to pray for: Jim Warner, Pat Evans, Ned Oldham, Ruby Johnson, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin,
Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, Arnold Ruppert, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky Cochran, Denny
Wood, Mac Barnett, Don Roberts, Bill Gardella, Steve and Marge Laning, Katie Barnett, Larry Zarilli, President
Obama and newly elected officials, The Global Financial Crisis.
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As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim,

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service.

SB2W

Kids, age 6-13, get ready to invite your

friends t o Summer
20091 June 29th - July 10th.
Summer 6s Best Two

two week day camp where children are
exposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ
through an environment of competition.
Each camper will experience

activities such as
softball, tennis,
swimming, basketball,
nature studies, crafts
and Bible studies - all with
trained coun
wait to see you there

Plain English:.
Extreme makeovers start here.

> Ef:i?stbPrlesbyte'rié\’nUChureﬂl,c Y
A Church for the City |
Weeks (SB2W)” is a4

Summer Hours
Sunday School begins at 8:45 a.m.
Worship begins at 10:00 a.m
Dr. Mark T. Ruppert- Pastor

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet Pastor Emeritus

Ryan Lawrence Director of Youth Ministry
Charles Kobb II- Director of Music Ministry

Ann McCord - Director of Christian
Education/ First Things Editor

Judy BWg Ch%rchﬁcrstziry
Heidi Guttermuth- Organist

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips
Sextons




