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First Things 
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
August  2009, Issue 90 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church:  

 

By now many of you have heard the news about the Special Congregational 
Meeting that was held after worship on Sunday, June 28 th .   The purpose of the 

meeting was to present to the congregation the Sessionôs recommendation and 

to either receive it or not receive it.  The recommendation reads as follows: ñWe 

[the Session] recommend that we relocate [the church] in the future 

while maintaining a vital urban mission/ministry in this neighborhood.  

This may include an urban worshipping community as an extension of 
FPC.ò  Following a time to review a paper that addressed questions/concerns 

raised by people in the congregation, then a power point presentation, further 

questions/comments from the floor, and a time to speak for or against the 

recommendation, 90% of those who voted were in favor of receiving the 

recommendation.  

 
Since we began working with our consultant, Dr. Kent Hunter of Church Doctor 

Ministries, it has been a long journey: last summer gathering extensive data for 

his review; on -site visits by Dr. Hunter in August and again in October when he 

made an extensive presentation to the congregation on Tuesday, October 7 th ; 

Action Plans based on Dr. Hunterôs recommendations written by various ministry 

teams during November -January; leadership deliberating on the direction of the 
church as to whether we would stay or move or do a combination of both.   

 

Now the congregation has spoken.  In a way we are like Abram in Genesis 12 

who was called by the Lord to do something new, something unique, something 

out of the ordinary.  There are two significant words that the Lord says to Abram 

in Genesis 12:1 -4, those two words are repeated five different times and they 
are, ñI will.ò  ñI will,ò and He will. 

 

I keep reminding myself this is Christôs Church and each and every one of us is 

called to be faithful and pray.  Prayer is crucial as we proceed.   

 

This is new, uncharted territory for all of us.  There is not a one of us, to my 
knowledge, who has traveled down this road before.  That is why I keep coming 

back to the Lordôs words to Abram, ñI will.ò  For HE WILL with our prayers, with  
Continued on Page 2  
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AUGUST 2   COMMUNION  

Scripture: Philippians 2:19 -3:1  
Sermon: ñTHE FELLOWSHIP OF 

SERVANTSò 

 

AUGUST 9   
Scripture: Philippians 3:2 -11  

Sermon: ñKNOWING CHRISTò 

 

AUGUST 16  YOUTH SHARE 

SUMMER MISSION TRIP  
 

AUGUST 23  

Scripture: Philippians 3:12 -21  

Sermon: ñPRESS ONò 
 

AUGUST 30  

Scriptures: Genesis 1:1 -5;26 -28; 3:1 -7; 

John 3:16  
Sermon: ñEVERYTHINGò 

From the Pulpit 
ñThanksgivingò Prayer Calendar 

 

In response to one of the Church Doctorôs 

recommendations, the Deacons were 

requested to devise a plan to intentionally lift 

up in prayer the many things our congregation 

has to be thankful for.  We have divided this 

abundant list into twelve categories so that we 

can focus on one area each month, and devote 

a significant amount of time in prayer for 

each.  Below you will find the ñThanksgivingò 

Prayer Calendar requests that we would like 

you to pray for this month.  God has blessed 

us in so many ways, please join us in thanking 

Him.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Joan Oldham. 

 

           August 2009 -   

 

        Thank God for the ACTS 16:5 group.  

Communion 
 

     The worship team is running a trial of 

gluten free bread for communion plus a 

new type of regular communion bread. We 

will be doing this trial on July 5, 2009 and 

August 2, 2009. Afterwards, 

we will be asking for your 

opinion on the two new 

products.  Thanks for your 

help. 
  

Continued from:  The Pastorôs PenðPage 1  

 
our help, with our sweat, time and finances.  HE WILL, because all that this ministry is and is about is 

because of Him.  Now the excitement, the planning, the strategizing and the hard work begins in 

different ways and it will take ALL of US coming together.  What an exciting time for our church.  

What a time for opportunity.  To God be the Glory.  See U in CH_RCH. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Mark 

ATTENTION ALL MEN: NEW STUDY  

SERIES ON THURSDAY MORNINGS @ 

6:30 A.M.  
The Thursday Morning Menôs Group has begun a new 

study- Simply Christian, by N. T. Wright.  Wright is 

the Anglican Bishop of Durham, England, and author 

of more than thirty books, including The Last Word 

and The Meaning of Jesus.  He taught New Testament 

studies for twenty years in Cambridge, McGill and 

Oxford universities.  He has been featured on ABC 

News, Dateline, and Fresh Air.  All men are invited to 

meet in Pastor Ruppertôs office. 
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Food Pantry 
 

In the month of June, the Food Pantry served groceries 

to 628 households equaling 2161 people.  Four  hundred  

and ten people were also fed at the Walk in Meals 

through out the month. 

 

All of this was made possible by your 

generous contributions.  You can con-

tinue to give to the Food Bank by writing 

a check to FPC and putting Food Bank in 

the note at the bottom of the check. 

Financial Peace University 

Starting on September 1, 2009, First 

Presbyterian Church will be hosting a 
13 week personal finance class called 

Financial Peace University, taught by 

Christian Financial Counselor, Dave 

Ramsey. 

Each of the 13 lessons deal with a different topic that will 

change the way you think about personal finance.  Dave 

teaches about how to save money, live on a budget, 

communicate about money, eliminate debt, find bargains 

and experience the joy of giving. 

Our class will be held on September 1st from 6:30ð8:30 

pm and facilitated by Wendy Wilson.  Many people in our 

congregation have followed this program and are now living 
debt free.  We will have our first preview session on 

Sunday, July 12th directly following the service at 11:00 am 

in the Parlor.  There will be another preview session on 
Sunday, August 9th, directly following the service.  The 

preview sessions will last about 45 minutes and will include 

a 25 minute video. 

Our hope is that people will pray for this class and that it 

will touch peopleôs lives in an amazing way and bring 

people closer to Christ.  Hope to see you there. 

Son Rise Café 
Come and enjoy fun, fellowship, 

friends and good instruction  in 

the Son Rise Café.  The Son 

Rise Café is for people in grades 

5-adult.  There is a small conti-

nental breakfast buffet available 

This yearôs DVD series is called 

Epic.  Hope to see you there.  

Doug and Kathy Kohl 
Cordially invite the congregation of FPC 

 
To join in the celebration  

Of the marriage of their son 
 

Zachary Douglas Kohl 
To 

Elizabeth Anne Deger 
 

On Saturday, August 15, 2009 
At 2:00 pm in the  

   Sanctuary. 

Congratulations  
 

The congregation would like to express their 

congratulations to the following couples on 

their recent marriages . 

 

Congratulations to Beth Dannen and 

Ron Whitcher who were married on  

Saturday, June 27 th . 

 
Congratulations to Peggy Tran and 

Mike McGill who were married on 

July 10th.  

 
Congra tu l a t i ons  to  Meghan 

Hillebrand and AJ Pearson who 

were married on July 25th.  

With Sympathy 
 

Sympathy of the congregation is extended 
to Pastor Mark Fordõs family on the death 
of his brother-in law Pat Hyatt in Kansas 

City, Missouri. 
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Happy Birthday  
 

The following people have their 

birthdays in August. 

 
August 4th -   Walt Detweiler 

August 7th -   Jesse Bobbitt 

   Eric Roberts 

August 8th -   Natalie Tran 

   Rebecca Ruppert 

August 10th -   Grace McCarty 

August 11th -   Celeste Johnson 

   Doug Kohl 

August 12th -   Dick Hillebrand 

August 14th -   Bob Wilson 

August 15th -   Juwanna Wolf 

August 16th -   Ron Rodgers 

August 19th -   Roy Davis 

August 21st -   Dick Hillebrand 

   Frank Jenkins 

August 22nd -   Fritzi Yeater 

August 27th -   Donald Molenaur 

August 28th -   Don Faulds 

August 30th -   Elaine Roberts 

 
The names and birthdays above came out of our 

members church directory.  If there has been a mistake 

and your name and birthday is not listed please email 

Ann McCord (mccordr@aol.com) and let her know.  

Thanks. 

 

FPC Travel Group trip to Alaska 
 

You are invited to join us on another exciting and fun trip.  We are planning to take a cruise to 

Alaska in August of 2010. 

 

Information is now available and the price is around $1500.00 which includes air fare and other 

specials. 

 

If you are interested, sign up on the bulletin board across from the water fountain and we will 

contact you or see Edie English to find out more information.  The Chima 

Travel Group is working on some very good deals for us. 

 

This would be a great time to ask a friend, relative, neighbor, etc. to join us.  

The more, the merrier. 

CHURCH PICNIC  
 

FPC is having their annual 

church picnic on Saturday, 

August 8th from 2:00 pm - 8:00 

pm at Silver Lake Park in Silver 

Lake.  Games will start at 3:00 

pm.  We plan to eat at around 

5:00 pm.  You will need to 

bring your own beverages and 

meat to grill on the grills.  There 

will be a vesper service 

following our meal starting at 

6:15.  If you plan to attend, 

please bring a LARGE  salad, 

vegetable dish or dessert to 

share with others.  Donôt forget 

your place setting , condiments 

and lawn chairs.  Come and 

bring your family and friends 

for a day of lots of great food 

and fellowship. 
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Dear FPC family, 
 

Thank you so much for your generous contributions 

toward our van.  It has been so great to have when 

transporting youth all across town.  In order for us to get 

the van, we needed $3,600.  As of July 26th, we raised 

$3,125.  The remaining amount came from the Dean 

English Memorial Fund.  Thanks again to all who 

dipped into their pockets.  You 

are truly a blessing. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ryan Lawrence 

SB2W City Kids Camp 
 

Throughout the last week in July, three of our youth 

went to Summerôs Best Two Weeks City Kids Camp.  

Those attending the camp were: 

 

Carmen Sturdivant 

Kulture Tippins 

Rob Moore 

 

Please continue to pray for these youth 

as they take what they learned at camp 

and apply it to their lives. 

Help 

 
We are in need of a couple dedicated adults 

who would be willing to teach Sunday School 

for the following age groups.  The amount of 

time we would need you is listed below the 

age.  Your curriculum will be provided.  If you 

think this interests you, please contact Ann 

McCord. 

 

Preschool Sunday School Teacher-ages 3ï 

Pre-K 

 You would be teaching once every 5   

 weeks for both services. 

 

Bible Rotation Sunday School Teacher - 

ages K-2nd grade. 

 You would be teaching once a month 

 during Sunday School time only. 

 

Cooking Rotation Sunday School Teacher 

- age K-5th grade. 

 You would be teaching  once a month 

 during  t he  S unda y Sc hoo l 

 time only. 

 

Chi ldren in Worship 

Teacher - age K-5th grade 

 You would be teaching 

 during the  w o r s h i p 

 service once a month. 

Fall Sunday School Kick of  

Breakfast 
 

Fall Sunday School will be here before you know 

it.  Right now, new classes are being put together 

to nurture and challenge your Christian world 

view.  There will be something for everyone to en-

joy.  Come be a part of this great opportunity to 

grow in the Lord.  Keep your eyes open for the 

new Fall Sunday School class pamphlet coming out 

toward the end of the month.  The 2009/2010 Sun-

day School Kick-Off Breakfast is September 13th.  

http://www.bpnews.net/bpfun.asp?ID=BB
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   
 

Please continue to pray for:  Jim Warner, Pat Evans, Ned Oldham, Ruby Johnson, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin, 

Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark,  Arnold Ruppert, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky Cochran,  Denny 

Wood, Mac Barnett, Don Roberts, David Tripepi, Harland Johnson, Bill Gardella, Steve and Marge Laning, 

Katie Barnett, President Obama and newly elected officials, The Global Financial Crisis. 

Fellowship Time 

WNGs 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength... 

They shall mount up with wings as eagleséò Isaiah 

40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm.  Check with Pat Franklin for the this monthôs 

meeting schedule. 

 

Womenôs Circle 
 

Womenôs  Circle will meet at the church at 1:00 pm 
Monday, August 3rd.  All women are invited to participate 

in the ongoing study of Joshua, that leads us to present day 

problems in the Middle East. If you need more information 
please see either Ruth Bartilson or Hope Everhart. 

 

Bible Studies/Fellowship Time 

Evening Circle 
Evening Circle will resume in September. 

The Tuesday Club 
The Tuesday Club will be meeting on August 11th at 

1:00 pm at Menches Brothers Restaurant and Pub in the 

Shops of Green, 3700 Massillon Road .  Call the Church 

office or Myra Livingston with your reservation or 

questions.  

Menôs Bible Study 
Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.   

Contact Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.   

Contact Tony Miller for more information. 

Hikers Group 
 

Come and enjoy the signs of summer while hiking.  Each 
Saturday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes 

out to various locations for a hike.  Hiking lengths vary.  

All are welcome.  Afterward, they go out for lunch but you 

donôt have to if you have other plans.  See Edie or Verne 
for more information. 
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Akron, Ohio  44304 -1684 
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Phone 330-434-5183 
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First Presbyterian Church,  

A Church for the City 
       

 

 

 

 

Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry 
    

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry 
  

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - 

Sextons 

Plain English:  
 

If you think meek is weak, try being meek 
for a week. 

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, witness 

and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Summer Hours   

Sunday School begins at 8:45 a.m. 

Worship begins at 10:00 a.m. 

 FPC Treasure Sale 

 
FPC will be having their 

first ever ñTreasure Saleò 

on August 22nd from 9:00 

amð4 p.m.  Come and see 

if you will find any treasures 

here.  The proceeds of the sale 

will be divided between the 

Food Ministry and the Youth 

Ministry.  

 


