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First Things 
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
September 2009, Issue 91 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church:  
 

Recently someone asked me how things were going at the church and I said that after 

the Special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 28 th,  we moved into ñsummer 

modeò with Summerôs Best Two Weeks, people taking vacations, weddings, and before 

you knew it, August was half over and school was going to start up.  Even though I was 
busy, I described that time as a ñlullò as it relates to our church moving forward with 

the decisions made at the June 28 th  meeting.  ñLullò in that we had not reassembled the 

ministry teams to address the issues at hand, that is, until the end of August.  Not that 

I felt guilty for not keeping things moving because the ñlullò was important in order for 
us to catch our breath and now we are ready to crank it back up and move forward.  
 

These are new days, new beginnings for us here at FPC.  The other day I drove by and 

noticed that the lot we own at 37 Agate Place had been tilled in preparation for a 
community garden (see August Session Highlights ).  The Session approved this new 

partnership sponsored by University Park Alliance with support from the City of Akron 

and Summa Health System and managed by The Akron Cooperative (TAC).  The Akron 

Cooperativeôs mission is to build a local food system that improves the health and 
economy of the Akron community.  Their approach is to, ñutilize the valuable resources 

and productive traditions in the Akron community, engaging youth and families to 

improve the conditions of their neighborhoods.  TAC focuses on sustainable agriculture, 

nutrition education, entrepreneurship, and youth development as the means for 
creating change in the Akron area.ò    
 

As I looked over at the tilled earth ready to be planted, I thought about our church as a 

fertile soil ready to be planted, ready to experience change and growth, ready to be 
used by God to do a ñnew thing.ò  God says in Isaiah 43:19, ñI am about to do a new 

thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert.ò   
 

Now that the tilling has been done a different kind of work begins.  Please keep the 

leadership and the staff in your prayers.  Please roll up your sleeves and get involved 

because as my wife says, ñMany hands make light work.ò   
 

Have a blessed September and I pray that I will see U in CH_RCH.  

 

Yours in Christ,  
 

  Mark 
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SEPTEMBER 6  COMMUNION/LABOR                  

    DAY SUNDAY  
Scripture: Philippians 3:17 -21  

Sermon: ñJUST PASSING THROUGHò 

 

SEPTEMBER 13  KICK - OFF SUNDAY/  
       RETURN TO FALL 

HOURS  

Scripture: Philippians 4:1 -10  

Sermon: ñNOT A BAD WAY TO LIVEò 
 

SEPTEMBER 20  

Ryan Lawrence, preaching  

 
SEPTEMBER 27   INSTALLATION OF  

                    CHURCH OFFICERS  

Scripture: Philippians 4:11 -23  

Sermon: ñCHRIST IS IT, AND SO ARE HIS 
PEOPLEò 

From the Pulpit 
Session Highlights  

ñThanksgivingò Prayer Calendar 
 

In response to one of the Church Doctorôs 

recommendations, the Deacons were 

requested to devise a plan to intentionally lift 

up in prayer the many things our congregation 

has to be thankful for.  We have divided this 

abundant list into twelve categories so that we 

can focus on one area each month, and devote 

a significant amount of time in prayer for 

each.  Below you will find the ñThanksgivingò 

Prayer Calendar requests that we would like 

you to pray for this month.  God has blessed 

us in so many ways, please join us in thanking 

Him.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Joan Oldham. 

 

     September 2009 -   

Thank God for the Chancel Choir. 

Thank God for the Childrenôs Choir. 

Thank God for the Ensemble. 

Thank God for our Music Director. 

 

Financial Peace University 

Starting on September 1, 2009, First 

Presbyterian Church will be hosting a 

13 week personal finance class called 

Financial Peace University, taught by 

Christian Financial Counselor, Dave 

Ramsey. 

Each of the 13 lessons deal with a different topic 

that will change the way you think about personal 

finance.  Dave teaches about how to save money, 

live on a budget, communicate about money, 

eliminate debt, find bargains and experience the 

joy of giving. 

Our class will be held on September 1st from 

6:30ð8:30 pm and facilitated by Wendy Wilson.  

Many people in our congregation have followed 

this program and are now living debt free.   

Our hope is that people will pray for this class and 

that it will touch peopleôs lives in an amazing way 

and bring people closer to Christ.  Hope to see you 

there. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

September Highlights 
 

Session approved (Property and Maintenance 

Team) the contract between The First Presbyte-

rian Church of Akron and The Akron Coopera-

tive, Inc. for the use of the lot known as 37 

Agate Place for a community garden. 

The Kick-Off Breakfast will be Sunday, Sep-

tember 13th at 9:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

(Christian Growth & Development Team) 

Job postings have been made for Youth Ministry 

Assistant and Second Service Coordinator 

(Personnel Team). 

The Session approved the date for the Annual 

Congregational Meeting- Sunday, February 28, 

2010 
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Food Pantry 
 

In the month of June, the Food Pantry served groceries 

to 598 households equaling 2026 people.  Four  hundred  

and twenty people were also fed at the Walk in Meals 

through out the month. 

 

All of this was made possible by your 

generous contributions.  You can con-

tinue to give to the Food Bank by writing 

a check to FPC and putting Food Bank in 

the note at the bottom of the check. 

Happy Birthday  
 

The following people have their 

birthdays in September 

 

September 1st -  Judi Davis 

September 2nd -  Kelly Bartilson 

September 5th -  Cheryl Barsan 

September 6th -  Jeff Livingston 

September 7th -  Beth Whitcher 

   Wendy Wilson 

   Nina Roberts 

   Mark Ford 

September 8th- Rachel Stahl 

September 9th -  Eric Miller  

September 10th -  JoAnn Martine 

September 11th -  Donna Phelps 

September 13th -  Noah Whetstone 

September 15th -  Cassidy Lewis 

   Harry Stover 

September 21st -  Ned Oldham 

September 22nd -  Marge Laning 

September 23rd -  Ruby Johnson 

September 25th -  Rebekah Starkey 

   Charlotte Hergenroder 

   Jon Olson 

September 27th -  Dick McCord 

Fall Sunday School Kick-Off 

Breakfast 
 

Come get your physical and spiritual 

needs met at our Sunday School Kick-off 

Breakfast on September 13th in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  At this Kick -off Breakfast, 

you will be able to hear more about each 

class that is available from the teachers 

who are teaching the classes.  Come take 

some time to socialize with your church 

family and have  good breakfast 

too.  Sunday School classes 

will start the following 

week, September 20th, for 

all ages. 

100% Chance of a Musical 
 

Calling all children in Kindergartenð6th grade.  We 

need you to be in the Childrenôs Choir this year.  We 

are planning to put on the musical, 100% Rain, on 

January 31st and could use your help.  It is very im-

portant that if your son or daughter would like to be 

in the musical that they be here to practice every 

week at 9:15 am starting September 20th. Starting 

in January, we will be having practices before and 

after church so that we are ready on the 31st.  More 

information about these practices will come as Janu-

ary gets closer.  Parts will be given out toward the 

end of September ,so please let Ann McCord know 

if your son or daughter is interested in being in the 

musical by September 13th. 

The musical last year was a 

lot of fun and it is sure  to be 

even better this year.   Hope 

to see a lot of kids in the 

Choir room on September 

20th. 

Chancel Choir 
 

Chancel Choir will begin 

practicing  in September.  See 

Chuck Kobb for exact dates and 

times. 
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Fall Sunday School News! 
 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Sunday Morning Exchange (9:50 - 10:50) will feature a video series filmed in the Holy Land of Faith Les-

sons That the World May Know.  Skilled Bible interpreter Ray VanderLaan in the first volume, The Promised 

Land, focuses on how God put his mark on a people and their land.  That mark that has extended through ancient Israel to 
the faithful today.  Each volume will focus on a different theme and deepen your understanding of the Bible and its applica-

tions today. 
 

The SonRise Cafe (9:50 - 10:50) will remain open all year long.  The SonRise Cafe is a casual coffeehouse at-

mosphere especially designed for those who are exploring or new to the Christian faith.  It will be a loose agenda that in-
cludes time to get to know one another and time to ask questions about the faith and life and to seek answers together.  This 

will be a great place to comfortably inquire about the basics of Christianity and to get to know Godôs Word. 
 

The Early Bird Class (9:15 am - 10:15) will be entitled, studying from a book called Acts - seeing the spirit at 

work by John Stott.  This study puts an emphasis on the work of the Holy Spirit and the dramatic way it moved in the early 

church.  The study will open your eyes to the Spiritôs power in the past and present and help you apply the riches of scrip-
ture to your own life. 

 

Adult Inquirers Class (9:50 - 10:50) - If you are new to FPC and thinking of becoming a member or just want 

to learn more about the Presbyterian Denomination, here is your chance.  This class will meet in Dr. Mark Ruppertôs office 

off of the main office on the second floor.  All are welcome. 

 

Children/Youth Sunday School Classes 
 

High School (9th-12th grade) Sunday school  (9:50 - 10:50)will be in our Youth Lounge on the 

third floor.  Ryan Lawrence will be teaching.  This year Ryan will be teaching on different topics and what the Bible says 

about those topics. 
 

Junior High (5th - 8th grade) Sunday School (9:50 - 10:50) will be in Ryanôs office on the third 

floor.  Margaret Ruppert will be teaching this class.  This year Margaret has picked out specific topics that a Junior Higher 

would be dealing with and will be teaching on what the Bible says about each topic. 
 

Grade School (Kindergarten - 5th grade) Rotation (9:50 - 10:50) will be held in a variety of 

rooms.  We will be learning about David and Goliath, Job, The Birth of Jesus, The Crucifixion of Jesus, Creation and a few 

more topics.  Below is the schedule for how the rotation works.  Each week your child will be going to a new rotation. 

 Week 1ð Bible Rotation (Rooms 300 and the Tent room)- Your child will learn about the    
   story of the month. 

 Week 2ð Cooking Rotation (Kitchen) ð Your child will be making something that they can    

   eat that pertains to the Story of the Week. 

 Week 3ð Craft Rotation (Room 300) - Your child will be making a craft that pertains to the    
   story of the month. 

 Week 4ð Cinema Rotation (Tent Room) - Your child will be watching a video of the story    

   that they have been learning about throughout the month. 
 

Pre-school (3 years oldðPre-K) Sunday School (9:50ð10:50).  The preschoolers will once again 

be in the Noahôs Ark room on the first floor.  There will be lots of time for play and a short lesson from Gospel Light will 

be taught. 
 

Nursery (9:45 - 12:15)  Our infantð2 year old nursery is located on the bottom floor.  Highly qualified peo-

ple will be watching and interacting your child/children.  Please be sure to bring a diaper bag stocked with dia-

pers, wipes, pacifier (if your child takes one) and a bottle/sippy cup with your childôs name on it.   



5 

Read a Good Book 
 

Now that the weather should be getting colder, what better way to spend your time then curled up 

with a good book.  The titles below were added to the church library throughout the spring and 

the summer.  Come check them out and let your imagination take a trip of a lifetime. 

 

Day by Day - Billy Graham     

Overcoming Anxiety and Depression - Bob Philips    

Is Jesus a Republican or a Democrat? - Tony Compolo  

Created to be Godôs Friend - Henry Blackaby 

The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss - James W. Kemp  

Early Christian Writings 

Seasons of Blessing - Beverly LaHaye & Terry Blackstock    

Seasons Under Heaven - Beverly LaHaye & Terry Blackstock   

Times and Seasons - Beverly LaHaye & Terry Blackstock    

Showers in Season - Beverly LaHaye & Terry Blackstock 

The Purpose Driven Life - Rick Warren 

The Body:  Being in the Darkness - Charles Colson   

Kingdoms in Conflict - Charles Colson 

Deadly Detours - Robert Briner     

Approaching Hoof beats:  - Billy Graham 

Freedom from Tyranny of the Urgent - Charles Hummel   

Just Walk Across the Room - Bill Hybels    

Flying Closer to the Flame - Charles Swindoll 

Heaven: Your Real Home - Joni Eareckson Tada   

The DaVinci Code: A Questé - Josh McDowell 

Moonlight on the Millpond - Lori Wick    

When God Whispers Your Name - Max Lucado 

Jerusalemôs Hope - Bodie and Brock Thoene    

The Resurrection Factor - Josh McDowell 

Stick a the Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy -  Barbara Johnson    

Discover Your Windows - Kent Hunter 

Still Moments - Mary Beckwith 

40 Days of Purpose - Rick Warren     

Eyes Wide Open - William Romanowski 

Move Your Church into Action - Kent Hunter 

Backgrounds of Early Christianity 

Captured by Grace - David Jeremiah 

The Shoes of a Fisherman - Morris West 

Margin - Richard Swenson 
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Congratulations  
 

The congregation would like to express their 

congratulations to the following couple on their 

recent marriage. 

 

Congratulations to Beth Deger and  

Zac Kohl who were married on 

Saturday, August 15th. 

With Sympathy 
 

Sympathy of the congregation is 
extended to the Conrad family on the 
death of Amyõs grandmother, June 
Stutz.  June died on August  15th in 
New Philadelphia, Ohio.  June was    

      95 years old. 

Youth Sharing 
 

This summer, Nina Wilson attended Joseph Badger 

Meadowôs Express Yourself camp.  While there Nina 

wrote this poem. 

 

Lost   

     
 I am lost, I am living the wrong way.               

I keep on getting more lost each and every day.       

  I'm twisting and turning through paths that 

intertwine.              

 Sometimes I wish my life would unwind.              

 I need to be found and today I will be.              

 I will pray for forgiveness, freedom and peace.             

  And thank God for making our world so neat.               

When I am found I will rejoice in happy song.              

 And tell others about God so they can sing 

along!                        

    I was lost, I was living the wrong way.             

 I kept on getting more lost each and every day.     

I was twisting and turning through paths that 

intertwine.             

 Sometimes I wished my life would unwind.                

BUT NOW,    I am  

             FOUND!!!!!                  

FPC Travel Group trip to 

Alaska 
 

You are invited to join us on another 

exciting and fun trip.  We are planning 

to take a cruise to Alaska in August of 

2010. 

 

Information is now available and the 

price is around $1500.00 which includes air fare and 

other specials. 

 

If you are interested, sign up on the bulletin board 

across from the water fountain and we will contact you 

or see Edie English to find out more information.  The 

Chima Travel Group is working on some very good 

deals for us. 

 

This would be a great time to ask a friend, relative, 

neighbor, etc. to join us.  The more, the merrier. 

50th Wedding Celebration 
 

You are invited to join Bill and 
Ruth Bartilson in the 
celebration of their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary. They 
will be having an Open House 
in Fellowship Hall on 

Saturday, September 12th from 3-6 pm. They 
are requesting no gifts and they look forward 
to celebrating this milestone in their lives 

with you.  

New Additions 
 

We would like to announce the birth of 

Keegan Dale Lawrence on August 7th to 

Ryan and Elise Lawrence.  Keegan is the 

little brother of Eliana.  Proud Grandmother 

is Donna Peterson. 
 

We would like to announce the birth of  

Annabelle Robin Hirsch on August 24th to 

Elise Hirsch.    Proud grandparents are Dave 

and Robin Hirsch. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   
 

Please continue to pray for:  Jim Warner, Pat Evans, Ned Oldham, Ruby Johnson, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin, 

Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark,  Arnold Ruppert, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky Cochran,  Denny 

Wood, Mac Barnett, Harland Johnson, Irene Imely, Donna Humes, Corinne Badgett, Claudena Miller, Diaka 

Moegerle, Carl and Janet Whetstone, Bud Franklin, Bill Gardella, Steve and Marge Laning, President Obama 

and elected officials, The Global Financial Crisis. 

WNGs 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength... 

They shall mount up with wings as eagleséò  

Isaiah 40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm.  Check with Pat Franklin for this monthôs 

meeting schedule. 

Morning Circle 
 

Womenôs  Circle will meet at the church at 1:00 pm 
Monday, September 14th.  All women are invited to 

participate in the study.  The topic this month is:  War - Just 

or Unjust - and the Middle East. If you need more 
information please see either Ruth Bartilson or Hope 

Everhart. 

Bible Studies/Fellowship Time 

Evening Circle 
Evening Circle will resume in September 15th at 7:30 at 

the home of Barbara Rothwell, 850 Sarcee Ave., Akron.  

If you have any questions, contact Edie English. 

The Tuesday Club 
The Tuesday Club will be meeting on September 8th at 

1:00 pm at Dodieôs Caf® at 566 White Pond Drive, 

Akron .  Call the Church office or Myra Livingston with 

your reservation or questions.  

 

Menôs Bible Study 
Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.   

Contact Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.   

Contact Tony Miller for more information. 

Hikers Group 
 

Come and enjoy the refreshing fall foliage while hiking.  
Each Saturday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and 

goes out to various locations for a hike.  Hiking lengths 

vary.  All are welcome.  Afterward, they go out for lunch 

but you donôt have to if you have other plans.  See Edie or 
Verne for more information. 
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Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry 
    

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry 
  

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - 

Sextons 

Plain English:  
 

You can use the same materials to build barriers that 

you can use to build bridges. Which will you choose? 

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, witness 

and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Fall/ Winter Hours   

Sunday School begins at 9:50 a.m. 

Worship begins at 11:00 a.m. 

 Youth Groups 
This is an exciting year for the 

youth.   
 

There is a new Junior High Youth 

group for kids in grades 6thð8th 

grade.  This group  will meet on 

Friday evenings beginning  on September 11th.with 

dinner at 6:30 pm.  If you canôt make 6:30 pm, come 

for the meeting at 7:00  - 9:00 pm. 
 

Senior High Youth group will be meeting on Wednes-

day nights starting on September  9th with dinner at 

6:30 pm.  The meeting will go until 9:00 pm.  If you 

can not come dinner, come for the meeting which will 

start at 7:00 - 9:00 pm. 


