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Dear Members and Friends of First Church:

Well, fall officially arrived the week that I sat down to write this article (the exact
date was Tuesday, September 22). The leaves have already begun to fall and before you
know i1t, the nights wil!/ be much coo

This month many people in the church will be engaged in an 8 week small group
study where we will be reading, studying and discussing the book Wild Goose Chaséy
Mark Batterson. This study will be one that could, notice I said could, stretch us as
people who seek to follow Jesus Christ. It could stretch us if we are: 1) open to be
challenged and 2) willing to let the Holy Spirit work on us. As the author suggests,
AMost of wus have no idea where weor
ACeltic Christians h afhGeadhGlasoe foadh et
The name hints at mystery. Much like a wild goose, the Spirit of God cannot be tracked
or tamed. An element of danger and an air of unpredictability surround Him. And while
the name may sound a I|little sacril egf
like to follow the Holy Spirit through life. The truth is: Most of us have no idea where
wedre going most of the ti me. I Kk n
goes by another named adventure. Have we clipped the wings of the Wild Goose and
settled for something less than God intended? Are we missing out on what God created
us t o experience?o0

In this 8 week study we will be identifying six cages that can keep us from living
the spiritual adventure God designed for us. I will be preaching on each of these cages
which are: The Cage of Responsibility, The Cage of Routine, The Cage of Assu
The Cage of Guilt, The Cage of Failuned The Cage of Fear

Soon we will be looking into the sky as the geese arrange themselves in their V
formation, honking and flying as they prepare for their migration south. Join me this
month as we have an opportunity to actually Chase the Goosey signing up for one of
the 7 small groups that are being held throughout the greater Akron area. And then |
look forward to seeing you in worship as we look to unlock the cages that keep us from
living the spirit-filled life.

See U in CH_RCH.

Yours in Christ,
Mark




From the Pulpit % i

OCTOBER 4 WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Scripture: Luke 9:57-62

Sermon: ATHE CAGE OF R|E
(The first in a six part series-for more information

Session Highlights

s P o Ressipnapprpvpdthe tgne changes for the fall
(2009) and spring (2010): Sunday School 9:50

a.m.; Worship 11:00 a.m.

read the Pastordés artifl e) > )
o Session approved (Personnel and Leadership)

OCTOBER 11 the hiring of Zac Kohl as Youth Minister Assis-
Scripture: Luke 19:1-10 tant.
Sermon: ATHE CAGE OF R|OUTI NEO
(The second in a six part series) 100% Chance of Rain Musical
OCTOBER 18
Scripture: I Corinthians 1:18-31 Calling all children in Kindergartend 6th grade. We
Sermon: ATHE CAGE OF AlSBeM@TyVyOMSdO be in the Chi
(The third in a six part series) are planning to put on the musical, 100% Chance of

Rain on January 31st and could use your help. It _is
OCTOBER 25 ',REFORMAT'ON SUNDAY very important that if your son or daughter would like
Scripture: Philippians 3:12-16 to be in the musical that they be here to practice every
Ser mon: ATHE CAGE OF G Sl}nda\(f’ at 9:15 amStarting in January, we will be hav-

(The fourth in a six part series)

AThanksgivingo

I n response t o one 0}
recommendations, the Deacons were requested to
devise a plan to intentionally lift up in prayer the
many things our congregation has to be thankful for.
We have divided this abundant list into twelve
categories so that we can focus on one area each
month, and devote a significant amount of time in
prayer for each. Below you will find the
AThanksgivingo Prayer
would like you to pray for this month. God has
blessed us in so many ways, please join us in thanking
Him. If you have any questions, please contact Joan
Oldham.

October 2009-

e Thank God for the financial position based on
generous donations from members over the
years (including mutual funds, stocks, bonds
and the funds of the Presbyterian Foundation).

ing practices before and after church so

that we are ready on the 31st. More ¥, cA ‘“
Fi?lﬂ;rmaloy atul these Gradticks \Gll\ & b 0‘600 ta %
come as January gets closer. The musi- qu ;
fcal ladt Yo was @ tUof fGnhand 1tDs(
sure to be even better this year. Hope 00 8
to see a lot of kids in the Choir room. U 0

Youth Fund Raiser Meal

Come have a great lunch and help the youth out at the

same time. On October 18th, the Junior High and
Cepprdlighyl be hqvigegh fupdangses unch egetly| e
after the worship service ¢ money that is
raised will go towards the youth summer
mission trips that are yet to be announced. . g
The menu will be announced soon to as well. @

Ki dos Hel pin
This yeardés Back Pack Min
t hanks t o everyoneos gen

success backpacks and supplies are being purchased
now at 75% off for next year. If you would like to
contribute a monetary amount to cover the $2,300 bill
that we have, please make your check out to
First Presbyterian Church. On the memo part
a, Of the line, write Back Pack Ministry. Any
amount is welcome. Thank you for
changing a life a child one backpack at a time.




Chasing the Wild Goose Small Group Study

What if God wants something more than a safe, predictable life for those
who love Him? Chasing the Wild Goose a study that encourages adults

to take hold of the passions God has put in all of our hearts. The goese
chasers wil/l be challenged to | eav
back 1 n the past. Join the jJjourne
who youol |l meet, or what you can d
spiritual adventure God has planned for all Christfollowers.

This eight week study will begin in October. Below is a list of where the studies are being
held. Please choose one small group that is close to you and put this form in the offering
plate. After you signup, commit to asking someone to join you. Walk across the room,
your yard, your street or make a phone call to a friend. Tell them that you want to try a
small group run by your church this fall, but it would be more fun to do it with a friend,
AW | | you join me?o0 TStag Chading theaWildl Gogse befoie #hig e
study even begins.

Small Group starting dates, times and locations.

Monday, October 5th- Josh and Diana Lucas, Cantor 7:00 pm

Tuesday, October 6th+ Evelyn Bell, Tallmadge/Cuyahoga Falls 7:00 pm
Tuesday, October 6th Dick and Laurie Hillebrand, West Akron - 7:00 pm
Wednesday, October 7th Suzanne Gibson @ church 10:00- 11:30 am
Wednesday, October 7th Frank and Shirley Jenkins, Kent- 7:00 pm
Wednesday, Already started Wo me n 6 s Wn gRat F&ankbnu p
Thursday, October 8th-Me n 6 s Guearukpd s -630&m c e
Thursday, October 8th- Dick and Ann McCord, Copley- 7:00 pm

Name:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

Small Group:

Please place your completed form in the offering plate
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Congratulations

Y
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We would like to congratulate Bill
and Ruth Bartilson on their 50th
Wedding Anniversary. Bill and Ruth
celebrated this milestone on
September 12th.

With Sympathy

Sympathy of the congregation
extended to the Gardella family
the death of Bill. Bill died o
August 29th, in Surprise, Arizona.

Food Pantry

In the month of August, the Food Pantry served
groceries to 489 households equaling 1713
people. Five hundred and sixty people were also
fed at the Walk in Meals throughout the month.

All of this was made possible by
your generous contributions. You
can continue to give to the Food
Bank by writing a check to FPC and
putting Food Bank in the note at the
bottom of the check.

§

Holy Land Visit

Are you interested in a Journey to the

11 days of biblical discovery. The tour
will depart on March 1, 2010 and return
home on March 11, 2010. Your
journey of a lifetime includes: roundtrip
airfare from New York or Detroit, deluxe motor
coaches, guided sightseeing, entrance fees to sites
visited, first class hotels, buffet breakfast and dinner
daily, and a Bible study guide. To request a
brochure, contact Shelly Hinkley at (800 626-8515)
or by email at shelleyhinkley@churchdoctor.org.

The deadline for obtaining your passport and final
payment is November 14, 2009.

QO Happy Birthday

D
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The following people have their
birthdays in October

October 3rd- Lauren Comer
October 4th Canice Barnett
October 6th Corinne Badgett

Dorothy Bond
_ Gloria Massa
IS Steve Rowland

orOctober 7th- Taylor Smith
n October 8th Angelia Calloway
October 9th- Amanda Tripepi
Jacqui King
October 15th Meredith McCord
Carol Comer

Alice Hutchison
Stephen Laning
John Phelps
Danielle Snyder
Klaire Morgenstern
Melanie King
Barbara Conklin
Richard Starr
Stephanie Barnett
Nina Wilson

Gary Olson

Ashley Ruppert
Carmen Stergevent
Joyce Starkey
David Tregoning

October 18th

October 21st
October 22nd

October 25th
October 26th

October 28th
October 29th

October 31st
>
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A New Addition
We would like to announce the birth of
@D Ella Marie Wilson. Ella was born on
IS7]| September 22nd to Wendy and Bobby
@WQJ Wilson. Ella is the little sister of Anna
A@ Mae and Nina. Proud Grandparents are
Frank and Peggy Weaver.



Fall Sunday School News!
Adult Sunday School

Sunday Mornlng EXChange(9:50 - 10:50) will feature a video series filmed in the Holy Land of Faith Les-
sons That the World May Knowkilled Bible interpreter Ray VanderLaan in the first volume, The Promised

Land, focuses on how God put his mark on a people and their land. That mark that has extended through ancient Israel to
the faithful today. Each volume will focus on a different theme and deepen your understanding of the Bible and its applica-
tions today.

The SonRise Caf@:SO - 10:50) will remain open all year long. The SonRise Cafe is a casual coffechouse at-
mosphere especially designed for those who are exploring or new to the Christian faith. It will be a loose agenda that in-
cludes time to get to know one another and time to ask questions about the faith and life and to seek answers together. This
will be a great place to comfortably inquire about

The Early Bird Class (9:15 am - 10:15) will be studying from a book called Acts - Seeing the Spirit at Work by
John Stott. This study puts an emphasis on the work of the Holy Spirit and the dramatic way it moved in the early church.
The study will open your eyes to the Spirités powe
your own life.

Adult Inquire rs Class (9:50 - 10:50) - If you are new to FPC and thinking of becoming a member or just want
to Iearn more about the Presbyterian Denominati on,
off of the main office on the second floor. All are welcome.

Children/Youth Sunday School Classes

High School (9th-12th grade) Sunday school9:50 - 10:50)will be in our Youth Lounge on the

third floor. Ryan Lawrence will be teaching. This year Ryan will be teaching on different topics and what the Bible says
about those topics.

Junior High (5th - 8th grade) Sunday Schoob:s0-10: 50) will be in R

floor. Margaret Ruppert will be teaching this class. This year Margaret has picked out specific topics that a Junior Higher
would be dealing with and will be teaching on what the Bible says about each topic.

Grade School (Kindergarten- 5th grade) Rotation (9:50 - 10:50) will be held in a variety of
rooms. We will be learning about David and Goliath, Job, The Birth of Jesus, The Crucifixion of Jesus, Creation and a few
more topics. Below is the schedule for how the rotation works. Each week your child will be going to a new rotation.
Week 10 Bible Rotation (Rooms 300 and the Tent room)- Your child will learn about the
story of the month.
Week 20 Cooking Rotation (Kitchen) 8 Your child will be making something that they can
eat that pertains to the Story of the Week.
Week 30 Craft Rotation (Room 300) - Your child will be making a craft that pertains to the
story of the month.
Week 40 Cinema Rotation (Tent Room) - Your child will be watching a video of the story
that they have been learning about throughout the month.

Pre-school (3 years old Pre'K) Sunday SChOO|(9:506 10:50). The preschoolers will once again
be in the Noahés Ark room on the first floor. The
be taught.

Nursery (9:45 - 12:15) Our infantd 2 year old nursery is located on the bottom floor. Highly qualified peo-
ple will be watching and interacting your child/children. Please be sure to bring a diaper bag stocked with dia-
pers, wipes, pacifier (if your child takes one
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Bible Studies/FeIIOW@

The Tuesday Club Womendés Circle of F
The Tuesday Club will be meeting for lunch on October . _ _
13th at 1:00 pm at The Broken Rocks Café, 123 E. Womenos Cirele will me et

Liberty St., Wooster, Ohio. Call the Church office or Monday, October 5th. All women are invited to participate

Movra Livi h : . in the study. We will be studying chapter 6 in our The very
yra Livingston with your reservation or questions. Joshua study. Outsiders and Insiders are welcome. If you

need more information please see either Ruth Bartilson or

Hope Everhart.
Evening Circle R _
Evening Circle will be meeting on October 20th at 7:30 Me nos Bi bl e St
at the home of Gail Cheslock, Terrell Ave, Akron, If Wednesday Morning,6:30 am.
you have any questions, contact Edie English. Contact Roy Davis for more information.
Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.

WNGs Contact Tony Miller for more information.

AThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their str
They shall mount up with wingHkersGeapg! eséo

Isaiah 40:31
Come and enjoy the refreshing fall foliage while hiking.
Women of the church are invited to participate in the Each Saturday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and
Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at goes out to various locations for a hike. Hiking lengths

7:00 p m. Check with Pvat AllRre weloke Affgrwarf, ghgy go puhfer kinchmo n
meeting schedule. but you dondét have to if yo

Verne for more information.
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Prayer Concerns

Remember to pray for our government leaders.

Pray for our military:  Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,
Adam Philips - Army, Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler

Please continue to pray for: Jim Warner, Pat Evans, Ned Oldham, Ruby Johnson, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin,
Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, Arnold Ruppert, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky Cochran, Denny
Wood, Mac Barnett, Harland Johnson, Mildred Peacock, Irene Imely, Donna Humes, Corinne Badgett, Claudena
Miller, Diaka Moegerle, Carl and Janet Whetstone, Bud Franklin, Steve and Marge Laning, President Obama
and elected officials, The Global Financial Crisis.
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FPC Autumn Work Day

Come and join us for our Autumn Work
Day on October 3rd. We have a lot to do,
so we need a | ot
afraid of getting dirty. The work will start
at 8:30 am and finish at ?. Lunch will be
provided for all who come and work.

L Rr

First Presbyterian Church,
A Church for the City

Fall/ Winter Hours
Sunday School begins at 9:50 a.m.

Worship hegins at 11:00 a.m
e o0 ng %

who ar e

D f p
Dr. Mark T. Ruppert- Pastor

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet Pastor Emeritus
Ryan Lawrence Director of Youth Ministry
Charles Kobb II- Director of Music Ministry

Ann McCord - Director of Christian
Education/ First Things Editor

Judy Bailey- Church Secretary

Plain English:
Does it hurt when
| magine how God feels

Heidi Guttermuth- Organist
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As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, witfless
and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service.
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