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First Things  
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
November 2009, Issue 93 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church: 
 

November is Stewardship Month at F.P.C.  Many churches will be gearing up for their fall stewardship 

campaign and we are no different.  It has been said that stewardship campaigns touch taproot issues/

questions for most congregations such as:  
 

What special purpose do we serve?  Would we be missed? 

What other good might we accomplish with our dollars? 

Are there expenditures we have continued out of habit? 

What way of life are we inviting people into? 

Whose lives do we mean to change, and in what way? 
 

 I think these are great questions that every congregation should wrestle with as it thinks about its 

ministry, mission, and stewardship.  It has been said that questions such as these can only be answered through 

honest conversations and be addressed through trial and error.   
 

 For the past few years the leadership at F.P.C. has made a concerted effort to provide opportunities and 

invite members and friends to become involved in a life of Christian discipleship through the small group 

ministry.  The reason is so that we can fulfill the primary purpose of the church-the ñGreat Commissionò Christ 

gave us, namely, to make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20).  Our desire is to encourage each other to grow and 

mature in our walk with Christ.  The topic of evangelism has also been emphasized as we seek to invite others 

into the greatest adventure ever- the Christian journey.  It has been wonderful to see and hear of the number of 

people who have and are taking advantage of these and other ñgrowthò opportunities.   
 

 This year our Stewardship Theme is: CERTAINTY IN UNCERTAIN TIMES.  People used to say that 

the only things certain are paying taxes and dying.  Well, times, havenôt changed for these still hold true, unless 

you opt out of paying taxes.  And yet with the current financial crisis that has hit our country, these are uncertain 

times, despite the fact that we are seeing signs of improvement, and yet we know there is still a long way to go.  

Along with paying taxes and dying there is one crucial thing that is for certain and that is Godôs Word.  It has 

withstood the test of time and is as true today as when it was given.  That is why the Stewardship and Finance 

Team has selected as our passage Joshua 1:6-9 where it says, ñBe strong and courageous, because you [Joshua] 

will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them.  Be strong and very 

courageous.  Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the 

left, that you may be successful wherever you go.  Do not let the Book of the Law depart from your mouth; 

meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be 

prosperous and successful.  Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not 

be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.ò   
 

Friends, as we prepare for this stewardship season and as we live in these uncertain times we trust that God will 

provide, that Godôs people will respond, as they are able, and that we MUST be, as God told Joshua, strong and 

courageous.  And why?  Verse 9 says it all-òfor the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.ò  Please 

start now praying for your stewardship commitment to Christ and His church for 2010.  And oh, hope to see U in 

CH_RCH. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Mark 
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NOVEMBER SERMONS 

 

NOVEMBER 1 - MUSIC SUNDAY 

 

NOVEMBER 8- KIRKIN Oô THE TARTANS 

Scripture: Acts 2:22-36 

Sermon: ñTHE CAGE OF FAILUREò 

(The fifth in a sixth part series entitled ñChase the 

Gooseò) 

 

NOVEMBER 15- COMMUNION/    

         STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

Scripture: Joshua 1:1-9 

Sermon: ñTHE CAGE OF FEARò 

(The sixth of a sixth part series entitled ñòChase the 

Gooseò) 

 

NOVEMBER 22- CHRIST THE KING/

STEWARDSHIP DEDICATION  SUNDAY  

Scripture: Joshua 1:6-9 

Sermon: ñCERTAINTY IN UNCERTAIN TIMESò 

 

NOVEMBER 29- FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Ryan Lawrence, preaching 

From the Pulpit Session Highlights 

October Highlights 

 
Session approved the following baptisms: Ella 

Marie Wilson, infant daughter of Bobby and 

Wendy Wilson on Sunday, December 13th; 

Annabelle Robin Hirsch, infant daughter of 

Elyse Hirsch on Sunday, December 20th. 

Session elected Elder Bill Bartilson as Clerk of 

Session October, 2009-August, 2010. 

It was reported that the church received a 

$3,000 grant from the City of Akron and the 

Akron Community Foundation that was for 

this past June/July Summerôs Best Two Weeks 

day camp program.   

Kirkinô oô the Tartans 
 

On Sunday, November 8th, we 

will celebrate our Scottish 
Heritage with the annual blessing 

of the tartans.  This has been a 

tradition at First Church over the 
years.    You canôt help but feel 

the pride in those of Scottish 

descent.   
 

All attending that day are encouraged to wear 

Scottish plaid.  You are also asked to bring 
your family tartan and during the service you 

will be invited to place it on the communion 

table in honor or memory of a loved one(s).  

Invite your family and friends as we celebrate 
our Presbyterian Scottish Heritage.   

Stewardship  

 Sunday 
 

Sunday, November 15th, is 

Stewardship Sunday and 

Nove mber  22nd,  is 

Stewardship Dedication 

Sunday here at FPC.  Please 

bring your stewardship 

pledge card to worship and 

place it on the Communion 

Table at the end of the 

worship service.  If you 

need help putting your 

pledge card on the 

Communion table, please 

ask one of our ushers or a 

friend to take it up for you.  

A New Addition 
 

We would like to announce the birth of Aquinna 

Elizabeth Grace Miller on September 17th to Eric and 

Becki Miller.  Aquinna is the little sister to big brother 

Grayson.  Proud grandparents are Elaine 

and Tony Miller.  Proud Aunts and cous-

ins are Myssi Lewis, Bradon Lewis, Kylie 

Lewis, Cassidy Meyers, Kim  and Tim 

Smith and Taylor Smith. 



3 

Food Bank 
 

In the month of September, the Food Bank 

served groceries to 627 households equaling 

2054 people.  Four hundred and sixty people 

were also fed at the Walk in Meals through out 

the month. 
 

All of this was made possible by 

your generous contributions.  You 

can continue to give to the Food 

Bank by writing a check to FPC 

and putting Food Bank in the 

note at the bottom of the check. 

Annual Thanksgiving 

Dinner 
 

What better way to show how 

thankful you are for your 

church family and friends than 

to a t tend the Annual  F i rs t 

Presbyterian Church Thanksgiving Dinner.  This 

yearôs dinner is Sunday, November 22th directly 

after church.  Our Deacons are making turkey, 

potatoes, stuffing and rolls for the dinner.   A 

dish to pass as well as a table setting is needed 

for this event.  If your last name starts with a 

letter between A-H please bring a large dessert  

to share, I-S please bring a large salad to share  

and S-Z, please bring a large vegetable dish to 

share.    If you know that you are going to 

attend, please let the church office know so we 

can get the appropriate amount of food.  

With Sympathy  
The congregation would like to 
express their sympathy to Alison 
Hampson and family on the death of 
Alisonõs father William Hay.  
William died on October 23, 2009.  
 
The congregation would like to 
express their sympathy to Colina 
Wells on the death of her son -in law 
Harland Johnson.  Harland died on 
October 11, 2009.  

CHRISTMAS  

BASKETS 
 

The Deacons need your help again this year to say 

ñMerry Christmasò to 100 needy families in the 

area by providing them with a basket of food. 

 

If you could include one or more of these families 

on your ñgiving listò (and also on your prayer 

list), it would help us to make their Christmas a 

little brighter.   Your gift of $35.00 will supply a 

complete basket of food.  Of course, gifts of any 

amount will be gratefully accepted. 

 

Envelopes for this special offering are available in 

the pew pockets for your convenience.  Mark your 

check for Deaconsô Christmas Basket and place it 

in the offering plate or mail it to the church office 

during the week.  The giving of 

Christmas baskets is a long-

standing tradit ion for our 

congregation. 

 

Thank you for your continuing 

support of this very important 

mission of First Presbyterian. 

HOG  

(HANGING OF THE GREENS)  
 

Come young and old and get 

into the Christmas spirit at the 

Hanging Of the Greens (HOG) 

on Sunday, November 22nd 

following the Thanksgiving 

dinner.  The Worship Team, 

along with your help, is planning to decorate 

the sanctuary for Christmas. Please call the 

church office (434-5183) or fill out a yellow 

card at worship indicating that you will be 

helping and put it in the offering plate as soon 

as possible.  Many hands make light work and 

your hands help to make our church look 

beautiful for the Advent/Christmas season.   
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Happy Birthday  
 

The following people have their 

birthdays in the month of October. 

 

11/1 -   Gordon Huber 

11/2 -   Suzanne Gibson 

11/3 -   Lu Wiley 

  Adam Comer 

11/4 -   Jerry Kromer 

  Tom McCarty 

11/6 -   Becki Miller 

11/10 -  Meredith Conrad 

11/14 -  Danielle Starkey 

11/16 -  Drew Shorter 

11/18 -  Phyllis Spindler 

11/19 -  Sandra Johnson 

11/20 -  Kimberly Tran 

11/26 -  Chris Bell 

11/27 -  Anna Wilson 

11/28 -  Peggy McGill 

11/29 -  Connor Jones 

 

The above names were taken from the 

Church director.  If your birthday was 

not listed, please see Ann McCord.  

Thanks. 

 

 

Childrenôs Sunday School 

Cookie Sale 
 

Starting in the beginning of  November, the Rotational 

Sunday School children will be taking orders again for 

homemade cookies.  The proceeds will go to the 

Alternative Gift Market. There will be a variety of 

cookies to chose from in dozen and half dozen form.  

The costs are $2.00 for a half dozen, $4.00 for a 

dozen.  If you want cut out Christmas cookies, they 

are $3.00 a half dozen and $5.00 a dozen. 

These cookies are great for cookie 

exchanges or just snacking.  All ordered 

cookies will be ready by the 13th of 

December for pick-up.  Keep your 

eyes peeled for more information 

in our church bulletin. 

The Alternative Gift Market Needs Your Help 
 

FPC is bringing back the Alternative Gift Market this year. For those of you who are unaware, the global mission 

of the Alternative Gift Market (AGI) is to send authentic, life-giving gifts to a needy world; gifts that build a part-

nership with people in crisis and that protect and preserve the earthôs endangered environment; to nourish and 

sustain a more equitable and peaceful global community. AGI is a nonprofit agency. AGI provides education for 

people of all ages about global needs and raises funds each year in its Alternative Gift Markets. In order for all 

this to happen, we need volunteers from our congregation that would be willing to ñsponsorò a mission field. You 

will be able to choose your mission field from a list or categories that AGI provides. A list is available in the 

church office. To ñsponsorò a mission field, you would be responsible for decorating a 

table pertaining to your mission field, designing and creating ornaments to put on the 

Christmas tree that pertain to your mission field category (many categories already have 

ornaments made) and to promote your mission field on the day of the Alternative Gift 

Market. The Alternative Gift Market is scheduled for December 6th and 13th directly 

after church. If you are interested in ñsponsoringò a mission project or would like to 

help in other areas of the market, please contact Diana Lucas (artsyd22@gmail.com) or 

Ann McCord (mccordr@aol.com) by November 8th.  Thanks.  

100 % Chance of Rain 
 

So far the musical is coming along nicely.  Please be 

sure that your son or daughter is in the choir room at 

9:15 am with their music book so they can practice 

with the other children.  If your child has a speaking 

part, please work on it with them at home. Also, if 

your son or daughter was an animal 

for Halloween and you donôt know 

what to do with the costume, please 

bring it washed to Ann McCord.  It 

could be used in our production of 

100% Chance of Rain. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   

 
 

Please continue to pray for:  Jim Warner, Pat Evans,  Ned Oldham, Ruby Johnson, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin, 

Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark,  Arnold Ruppert, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky Cochran,  Denny 

Wood, Mac Barnett, Mildred Peacock, Irene Imely, Claudena Miller, Diaka Moegerle, Carl and Janet Whetstone, 

Bud Franklin, Edith Franklin,  Hunter Woutat, Donna Humes, Barb Rothwell, Rev.Harry VanFleet, Annie 

McPhee, Kate Tregoning, Susan Tripepi, Steve and Marge Laning, Joseph Amedick, Judy Breckenridge 

President Obama and elected officials, The Global Financial Crisis and the un and under employed. 

 

WNG 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their 

strength... They shall mount up with wings as 

eagleséò Isaiah 40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm. Please see Pat Franklin for meeting 

locations. 

Presbyterian Womenôs Morning Circle 
Womenôs  Circle will meet in the parlor at 1:00 pm 

Monday, November 2nd.  All women are invited to 

participate in the study.  We will be studying chapter 7 in 
our  Joshua study.  Outsiders and Insiders are welcome.   If 

you need more information please see either Ruth Bartilson 

or Hope Everhart. 

Bible Studies/ Fellowship time 

Evening Circle 
Evening circle will be meeting on November 17th at 

7:30, at Jeanne Huberôs, 2767 8th St, Cuyahoga Falls. 

If you have any questions, please call Edie English.  

Tuesday Club 
The Tuesday Club will be meeting on November 10th 

at 1:00 for lunch at Primoôs Deli, 1707 Vernon Odom 

Blvd. (Wooster Ave.) -close to Rolling Acres Mall, 

Akron.   Call Myra Livingston or the church office 

with your reservation.  

Menôs Bible Study 
Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact  

Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact Tony Miller 

for more information. 

Hikers Group 

Come and enjoy the fall foliage while hiking.  Each 

Saturday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and 

goes out to various locations for a hike.  Hiking 

lengths vary.  Afterward, they go for lunch but you 

donôt have to if you have other plans.   
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What Are You Thankful For?  

 
In todayôs busy lifestyle, we have a tendency to forget all the blessings that God has given to us.  

Here is a chance for you to express your thankfulness.  Below you will find a picture of a 

cornucopia.  Please take the time to think of one thing that you are thankful for and write it on the 

line below the cornucopia.  You may add your name if you wish.  After you have written what 

you are thankful for, please take the time to color the cornucopia and cut on the line.  Once your 

cornucopia is finished, please bring it to church and put it in Ann McCordôs mailbox.  In the next 

few weeks, it is my hope that we will begin to see many cornucopias full of blessings on the first 

and second floor landing bulletin board telling us what our congregation is thankful for.  Thanks. 
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Akron, Ohio  
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First Presbyterian Church,  

A Church for the City 
 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry 
    

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry 
  

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - 

Sextons 

Plain English :  
Unlock the mysteries of God.  Jesus is the key.  

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, witness and 

teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Poinsettia Sale 
 

What would make our sanctuary look more 

festive than Poinsettias this holiday 
season? This year there are two sizes - 4.5 

or 6.5 inches. You have the choice of 

three colors - red, white or marble.  The 
cost of the 4.5 inch is $5.00 and the 6.5 inch 

costs $10.00  A portion of that cost goes to 

the Deaconôs fund.   Orders can be made by filling out the 
order form that is in the bulletin or by calling the church 

office (330) 434-5183.  You may order your poinsettia in 

memory or in honor of a loved one.  Please make sure you 

mark your intentions of whether you are picking up your 
poinsettia on Christmas Eve or December 26th or giving it 

to a home member.  Orders will be taken from November 

1st - November 22nd. See Peggy Weaver if you have any 

questions. 

Fall/ Winter Hours   

Sunday School begins at  9:50 a.m. 

Worship begins at  11:00 a.m. 


