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Dear Members and Friends of First Church:

I sit here writing my December article to you the week before Thanksgiving. It is hard to get into the
Christmas spirit especially since | haven-®"t
the Christmas music has already begun. As a matter of fact, on the satellite radio there are already
stations playing non-stop Christmas music. Neighbors where we live have had some of their Christmas
decorations up for two weeks. Oh wel |

I remember when the girls were little we loved to ride around and see all the Christmas decorations that
people placed on, around and in their homes. As a child, I remember my Dad finding a cut-out of Santa
Clause and his sleigh that he attached to wood and it sat on the porch roof all lit up with a spot light. As
I think about all the lightings that have and will be put up to decorate homes, I cannot help but think
about the fact that Jesus IS the LIGHT, the LIGHT of the WORLD. As I ponder this truth, it reminds
me of the words from the late, well-known contemplative and author, Father Thomas Merton who wrote
the following in his book, Seasons of Celebration

Christ, light of light, is born today, and since he is born to us,
he is in us as light, and therefore we who believe are born tod:
to new light. This is to say, our souls are born to new life and
new grace by receiving him who is the truth. For Christ, invisit
in his own nature, has become visible in our nature. What elst
can this mean, except that first he has become visible as man.
and secondly, he has become visible in his Church? He wills
to be visible in us, to live in us, work in us, and save us throug
his secret action in our own hearts and the hearts of our brothe
So, we must receive the light of the newborn Savior by faith, ir
order to manifest it by our withess in common praise and by th
works of charity towards one another.

We are born in Christ todayé
in our hearts the exultation of the divine light which streams int
our spirit from the presence of the newborn Savior and transfo
us from glory in his image. This is the mystery of light which
shines upon us today.

May the Lord bless you and yours during this Holy Season of the year. May we, together, come and
worship the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. Have a blessed Christmas. Hope to see U in CH_RCH.

Yours in Christ,

Mark !
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From the Pulpit “

DECEMBER SERMONS

DECEMBER 6th  COMMUNION/
BAPTISMS/RECEPTION OF NEW
MEMBERS/SECOND SUNDAY OF

ADVENT

Scripture: Isaiah 53:1 -6

Ser mon: AA ROOT OUT OF
DECEMBER 13th THIRD SUNDAY

OF ADVENT/BAPTISM

Scripture: Luke 2:1 -7

Ser mon: ARJESUS DIDNOGT [C
CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 20th FOURTH SUNDAY

OF ADVENT/BAPTISM

Scripture: Selected verses of Scripture

Ser mon: ACHRI STMAS THRP
EYES OF CHILDRENO (The

the church will retell the Christmas story
and dress up for their parts)

DECEMBER 27th
Rev. Dick Ferris, Guest Preacher

Christmas Joy Offering

The Christmas Joy offering will be
collected on Sunday, December
20th and also during the
Christmas Eve Service. The
Christmas Joy Offering is one of
the four special offerings
designated by the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) to provide
congregations direct ways of supporting specific
causes that help those in need. An envelope for this
offering is enclosed in this issue of First Things or
can be found in the pew pockets.

Session Highlights
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November Highlights

Session approved (Property and
Maintenance) for authorization to move
fermagd yWiipigprovements to the kitchen
utilizing the Mills Foundation and Blackie
Foundation grant money that is designated
for that purpose.

Session approved (Property and
Mamigrrance) 9 policit a commercial
appraisal of 647 E. Market St. from
Spaulding/Emig at a fee not to exceed
$1,200.

Session approved (Property and
Maintenance) the expenditure of an
estithEed cost of $1,350.00 for AmeriSeal

¥ 0 u ntg adqressahe Water iotdke into the back of

the Educational Building.

Session approved the purchase of the lot at
40 Agate Place for a cost of $7,500 plus %2
closing costs with the funding to come
from the proceeds of the sale of the former
2 houses at 33 Ames Ct. and 38 Agate
Place. (A special Congregational Meeting
has been set for Sunday, December 6™
following the morning worship service to
deal with this item of business.)

It was reported that the Food Pantry
received a gift of $2,000 from the Grand
Lodge of the Daughters of Scotia, per their
convention held this past September in
Akron.

Congratulations to Ron and
Judy Rodgers on the 50th
Anniversary of their wed-
ding in November.

50th Wedding Celebration
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Childrends Sunday ChristmasChrds

Cookie Sale -
Christmas greetings can be pinned to

the Church Family Bulletin Board
starting on December 6th. In lieu of
in the Fellowship Hall. All sending cards to your church family
outstanding balances need members, give the postage you would
to be paid before you pick Q have used to the food pantry for its mission. The
up your cookies. Thank & cards submitted will be given to Rockynol
you. Presbyterian Retirement Community at the end of
January for its card making project.

Cookies will be ready for
pick up on December 13th

v

CHRISTMAS
BASKETS

The Deacons need your help again this year to
by providing them with a basket of food.

|l f you could include one or more of these fan
would help us to make their Christmas a little brighter. Your gift of $35.00 will
supply a complete basket of food. Of course, gifts of any amount will be
gratefully accepted.

Envelopes for this special offering are available in the pew pockets for your
convenience. Mar k your <check for
offering plate or mail it to the church office during the week. The giving of
Christmas baskets is a long-standing tradition for our congregation.

Thank you for your continuing support of this very important mission of First Presbyterian Church.

.Annual Christmas Dinner Christmas through the
»11s the season of sharing, so come share a meal EyeS Of Children

at the annual Christmas dinner. The dinner will |Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends
be on December 20, 2009, following the worship |will want to invite children they know to church
service. Our Deacons will provide ham, scalloped |on Sunday, December 20th to our annual
potatoes, rolls and beverage. Please bring your |Christmas Through the Eyes of Children service.
own table setting (plate, silverware, napkin and |This will be our eleventh year that children are
cup), as well as a large, generous (able to feed 10- |invited forward to help tell the Christmas story
15 people) covered dish to share. If your last |and dress up in biblical costumes. You never
name ends in A-H, please bring a large salad to |know how the children will tell

share, I-T please bring a large the story of the birth of our
vegetable to share and Q-Z, please : Savior. What a great way to
bring a large dessert to share. bring children and families who
Please call the office with your are not attending any church.

reservation by December 15th. Don*"t be afrai




Mitten Tree

With the weather changing, warm clothes will be
coming out. However, there are many people who do
not have warm clothes to make it through the winter.
You can help solve this though. Our traditional Sox
and Mitten Trees are set up in our Narthex waiting for
members of our congregation to contribute. You can
contribute new mittens, scarves,

caps, sox and underwear to help

the needy children in the Akron

area. All sizes are needed. Many

of these items are now on sale in

many of the stores, so buy now

and save money. This is a

tradition here at First Church for

many years.

2 Cents for Hunger

The next 2 Cents for Hunger ~———
collection will be taken on

December 13, 2009. Eﬁ?
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With Sympathy

The congregation would like to

Ol son family

October 31, 20009.

The congregation would like t

express their sympathy to the Garyg
O N Conk @nd @ eoartChiistm@ fshoppingd af HeO S
mother, Dorothy. Dorothy died on Alternative Gift Market where you can change a life

0]

The Alternative Gift Market

#», By now all the kids have made out their
Christmas lists and are looking forward to
the surprises of Christmas morning. But,
l et s step back a mo
Christmas is going to be celebrated locally
and in other parts of the world. Each Tuesday and
Friday, people line up at our church to get food to
nourish their family throughout the week from our
Food Pantry. I f our Food
to stock their shelves, these people would have to go
hungry or look elsewhere. One only has to flip on the
news for a moment to see the devastation in other
countries that have no food, water, shelter, education,
etc. Christmas is going to be much different for these
people; but you can change that. This year we are
having the Alternative Gift Market on December
6th and 13th in the Fellowship Hall immediately
following the worship service. The Alternative Gift
Market offers holiday shoppers the opportunity to buy
Christmas gifts, in honor or in memory of friends or
relatives, that help the needy around the world and
locally.

The Alternative Gift Market is a family event — for

kids who want to share with needy children far away,
for grandparents who pref
for people who want to reach out toward a fairer
lobal society.

for the better.

*We are still in need of volunteers to help during the

market. We need greeters, calligraphers, and people

express their sympathy to theéo help with set up. If you are interested, please
Donna Humes family on the deathcontact Diana Lucas €rtsyd22@gmail.cojnor Ann

of Donna.
November 4, 2009

New Year 6s

New Year “ s
on December 31st.

McCord (nccordr@aol.con Thanks.

Donna died on

Eve Par

¢ Come and ring in the New Year with your church friends at our 3rd Annual FPC
Party.
Festivities will be starting at 6:30 pm and going until
A midnight. There will be games for all ages. Everyone is invited. Bring a friend.
More information will be coming in the bulletin.

The Party will t


mailto:artsyd22@gmail.com
mailto:mccordr@aol.com

Holiday Cookie Sale S&ssadasaasasres

Last year " s Children®s
Holiday Homemade Cookie Sale was such a success
that we decided to bring it back again. This year the
proceeds of the sale will go to the Alternative Gift Mar-
ket which is scheduled to be in our Fellowship Hall in
December.

Below are the type of cookies available to order and
their costs. We are selling both half dozen and dozens.
Please mark the amount of cookies that you would like
and put the total amount due for the cookies at the bot-
tom of the page. You can give your cookie orders to
Ann McCord or place them in her mailbox. The cook-
ies will be ready for pick up on December 13t". All
amounts due must be paid when picking up your cook-
ies. Orders will be taken until December 6th.

Name:

Phone #

Chocolate Chip- $2.00 half dozen, $4.00 dozen
% dozen dozen

Oatmeal Raisin- half dozen, $4.00 dozen
1/2 doz. dozen

Peanut Butter- $2.00 half dozen, $4.00 dozen
15 dozen dozen

Snickerdoodle- $2.00 half dozen, $4.00 dozen
15 dozen dozen

Chocolate No Bake $2.00 half dozen, $4.00 dozen
15 dozen dozen

Christmas Cut Outs NoffFrosted- $3.00 half dozen,
$5.00 dozen

Christmas Cut Outs Frosted & Sprinkled$4.50 half
dozen, $6.50 dozen

Y dozen dozen

Mixture - $4.00 dozen (includes No bakes, Chocolate

Chip, Peanut Butter and Snickerdoodles)
dozen

Total Amount Due

p
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@% The following people have their %%
p birthdays in the month of December P
%@3{ December 1st - Keith Morgenstern @

¢ - December 2nd - De-Anna Johnson ¢
@‘3{ December 3rd - Ken Smith @
December 4th - Marilyn Warner ”
Larry Vincent %%
¢ December 5th - Rachel Roberts -
2.z December 6th- Mar y O" Nei |
@%{{ December 11th - Jennifer Franklin
Dianne Martin P

%@3{ December 12th - Sean Bartilson

December 14th - Ednamae Polen
December 15th - Janna Ford
December 16th - Ann McCord

~ ~ December 18th - John Conti
%%December 21st-Car | a

- December 22nd - Paul Jones
}

e
oo
D" Er ﬁ

December 27th - Jo Bennett ¢

Michael Oldham
December 28th - Genesis Janae Jeffries
December 29th - Elyse Hirsch

6

2 December 30th - Nicholas Stover %

%@3{ All of the above birthdays came out of @
P

C, 2 our member directory. If I missed you
@ or you are not a member and would like
/;

your birthday listed, please email Ann

McCord at McCordr@AOL.com.
Food Pantry

In the month of October, the Food Pantry served
groceries to 540 households equaling 1810 people.
Four hundred and seventy-five people were also fed at
the Walk in Meals throughout the month.

All of this was made possible by your
generous contributions. You can continue
to give to the Food Bank by writing a
check to FPC and putting Food Bank in
the note at the bottom of the check.




Bible Studies and
Fellowship Time

Tuesday Club Morning Circle

. . Morning Circle will meet on December 1st at 10 am in
The Tuesday Club will be meeting on December 9, pe chyrch parlor. Discussion will be on Lesson 9

2008, at the Galaxy Restaurant, 201 Park Centre Drive, from the PW study book on Jonah and Ruth. Women
Wadsworth.  Call Myra Livingston with your ¢ he congregation are invited to attend and bring a

reservation. friend.
- Evening Circle Menods Bible
Evening circle will be going out to dinner on Tuesday,
December 16th. Contact Edie English if you have any Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am. Contact
questions. Roy Davis for more information.
Thursday Morning, 6:30 am. Contact Tony Miller
WNGs .

iThey that hope in the Lord shalKers GROUR t heir

They shal |40_3T0 unt up wit (}3omeva\1/nld ertlljgyale Weht3r bea%t?v%i&e l%k?nge. Bach gaé

urday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes out to
various locations for a hike. Hiking lengths vary. All are
wel come. Afterward, t he
have to if you have other plans. See Edie or Verne for
more information.

Women of the church are invited to participate in the
Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at
7:00 pm. See Pat Franklin for meeting locations..
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Prayer Concerns

Remember to pray for our government leaders.

Pray for our military: Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,
Adam Philips - Army, Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler

Please continue to pray for: Jim Warner, Pat Evans, Ned Oldham, Ruby Johnson, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin,
Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, Arnold Ruppert, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky Cochran, Denny
Wood, Mac Barnett, Irene Imely, Claudena Miller, Len Gower, Gladys Swinehart, Diaka Moegerle, Carl
Whetstone, Bud Franklin, Edith Franklin, Barb Rothwell, Susan Tripepi, Steve and Marge Laning, President
Obama and elected officials, Those affected by the Fort Hood shooting, The Global Financial Crisis and the un
and under employed.
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E Mail: akronfpc@sbcglobal.net
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As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim,

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service.

The Grief Care Place

The GriefCare Place, 4499 Darrow Road,
Stow, is hosting several sessions designed to
help adults who have experienced the death
of a loved one find encouragement and
support through the holiday season.

Christmas Hintswill be held December 7th
and again December 9th at 7:00 pm. The
sessions are free, although a $5.00 donation
to cover the cost of materials is suggested.
For more information, call 330-686-1750 or
email griefcareplace@att.net.

Plain English:
Wise men still seek Him!

First Presbyterian Church,
A Church for the City

Fall/Winter Hours
Sunday School begins at 9:50 a.m.
Worship begins at 11:00 a.m.

Dr. Mark T. Ruppert- Pastor
Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet Pastor Emeritus

Ryan Lawrence Director of Youth Ministry

Charles Kobb II- Director of Music Ministry

Ann McCord - Director of Christian
Education/ First Things Editor

Judy Bailey- Church Secretary

Heidi Guttermuth- Organist

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips
Sextons




