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Dear Members and Friends of First Church:

| pray that you had a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. It is hard to believe
that another year has come and gone but here we are at the beginning of 2010.

| am going to do something | have never done before - preach a sermon series on one of
the great Reformers of the church - John Calvin. Calvin was the mind behind the 16
century Protestant Reformation, while Martin Luther was the heart of the reformation.
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Last summer, July 10 to be exact, marked the 500 anniversary of the birth of John
Calvin, born in Noyon, France, 50 miles northeast of Paris, to Gerard, a successful lawyer

and Jeanne. He was eight years old when Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the

castle church door at Wittenberg, Germany. His father was a church official in the
cathedral city of Noyon and young Calvin seemed destined for a career as a parish priest.

But his father changed his mind and sent him to study law. His great work, Institutes of
the Christian Religion  helped shape the Protestant movement.

Few figures in Christian history have been so esteemed so highly or so despised so
meanly as the shy French lawyer born 500 years ago this past summer. It is said that he

became not only the greatest theological genius of the Reformation, second only to

Lut her, but al so, as French historian Emile
founder of a new civilization. o Some peopl e
the greatest teacher of Christian doctrine since Paul and a near -infallible guide in every
arena of human endeavor, from art and architecture to politics and economics. And the
interesting thing is as people were celebrating the 500 ™ anniversary of his birth last
year, there is evidence that he is making a comeback. He was being dubbed as one of

the most consequential thinkers of the last millennium. Why, last year Time magazine
published a story on the top ten forces that are currently changing the world. In addition

to trends like the increasing role of the Internet and the global financial crisis, the
renaissance of Calvinism in America came in as number 3 on the

list.

All this to say that we are going to begin the New Year by
reclaiming our Reformed Heritage and spend some time looking
into the life and teachings of John Calvin. | hope you will join me
on Sundays, for | pray that | will see U in CH_RCH.

Yours in Christ,
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Session Highlights
JAUARY SERMONS

JANUARY 3rd COMMUNION

Scripture: Luke 6:46-49 DECEMBER SESSION

Sermon: ACALVIN: HIS L} FE AND | NFIGEREE 5

(The first in a six part series: Reclaiming John Calvir

in the 2% Century e Session welcomed two members

JANUARY 10th BAPTISM OF THE LORD from Eastminster Pr

SUNDAY Committee on Ministry who met with

Scripture: Jeremiah 22:13-17 them for the Triennial Visit that each

Sermon: ACALVI N: HI'S V]J] $1 ONchudch S8€ibno in our Presbytery

(The second in a six part series: Reclaiming John experiences. The purpose is to

Calvin in the 21 Century reflect on the ministry and mission

JANUARY 17th of the church.

Scripture: Romans 3:21-28 « The Annual Congregational Meeting

Sermon: ACALVIN: HIS UN E E R SyiAME hiadCon Qinday, February

GRA.CE.’ .CHRI.ST’ .&. FAI TH_ L ONggo immediately following the

I(gltlﬁethérg gle?i:j;ypaﬁ series: Reclaiming John Calvip Worship se_rvice. _Instead of the
meeting being held in the sanctuary

JANUARY 24th we wil! gather for a youth spopsored

Scripture: James 3:16 fundraiser meal in Fellowship Hall

Sermon: 6CALVIN: ScRIP[TURE fAlpwsqypy the Annual Meeting.

(The fourth in a six part series: Reclaiming John Along with approving important

Calvin in the 21 Century reports, the Pastor|os
and the budget, the congregation

JANUARY 31st will hear special reports from the

Scripture: I Peter 1:3-5 Long Range Planning Team, the
Relocation Team, the Community

Per Capita Ministry/Mission Team and the

Second Service (Contemporary)

Each year First Presbyterian Church asks for a Worship Team.

payment of per capita, which your Session then

distributes in portions to Eastminster
Presbytery, to the Synod, and to the General
Assembly which are our Presbyterian levels of
government. FPC is required to pay the per
capita for each individual member who is listed
in our roster as an active
member. This year the per
capita amount is $28.00 pe

person.  Please prayerfully (M/ i
consider contributing your per
capita so that FPC does not

have to take it out of the
budget. Thanks.

)
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With Sympathy

The congregation would like to
express their sympathy to the
Cindy Bell and Marcia Evans
families on the recent death of
their mother Ruby. Ruby
passed away on December 12,
20009.



Chil drends Sun
Cookie Sale
Thank you to all who
purchased cookies from the
Chil drends Sunday c hd
cookie sale. We raised
$242.00. With this amount
the children purchased a
number of items from the k =
Alternative Gift Market in the
name of t he First Pir
Chil drenbés Sunday Schoiol
making this possible.
Alternative Gift Market

Thank you so much for helping with the Alternative
Gift Market! Your work has truly gone to make a
difference in this world! As of last Sunday, not
including the Children's Gift Market, $1439 has been
donated to go to various charities. Of that total, here is
the breakdown of where that money is going.

Distributing Emergency Food Support (Iraq) = $60
Farming with Natural Solutions (Philippines) = $10
FPC Food Pantry (Akron) = $352

Educating & Mobilizing Disabled Children (DR Congo)
=$35

Providing Future for Children (Kenya) = $130
Educating Rural Children (Nepal) = $75

Learning to Read & Sew (India & Mexico) = $25
Rescuing Girls (India & Southeast Asia) = $205
Protecting Ecosystems/Healthy Outreach (DR Congo) =

dBatisriiscand @ohfirmations

Congratulations and welcome go out to the following
people who were baptized and accepted as members
into our church on December 6th,13th and 20th.

Betember 6, 2009

Baptisms

Heather Woutat
Michael Woutat
EHenkel Wotati a n
lan Woufath @ n k
Michael Woutat Jr.
Ava Woutat

Churchos

you again fo

New Members received

Michael McGill
Donna Porter
Heather Woutat
Michael Woutat

December 13, 2009

L—)

Baptized

|

(&

Ella Marie Wilson

December 20, 2009

Baptized

Annabelle Robin Hirsch

$55

Piping Clean Water & Schooling (India) = $75
Saving Lives/Safe Motherhood Kits (Africa) = $79
Building Rural Medical Clinics (Bolivia) = $25
Mobilizing for Health (Africa) = $25

Growing Trees (C. America, Tanzania, & Thailand) =
$25

Promoting Safe Water Solutions (Africa) = $33
Building Home Sweet Homes
(Nicaragua) = $25

Converting Waste to Charcoal
Power (Haiti) = $40

Ending Child Abuse (Haiti) =
$165

Again, thank you for all of your
hard work!

New Year 6s

Come and ring in the New
Year with your church friends
L] at our 3rd Annual FPC New
Year 6s Party.
take place in the party room at
Crossing Circle on December
Festivities will be starting at 6:30 pm
There will be
games for all ages. Everyone is invited.
Bring a friend. See the bulletin or call the
church office for more information.

31st.
and going until midnight.

Ev



Food Pantry

In the month of November, the Food Pantry served
groceries to 495 households equaling 1789 people.

All of this was made possible by your
generous contributions.  You can
continue to give to the Food Bank by
writing a check to FPC and putting Food
Bank in the note at the bottom of the
check.

Notes from the Stewardship and
Finance team.

Finance Notes

1. Income to date $272,000
2. Expenses to date $310.00

As you will recall in February this year we budgeted to
spend about $20,000 dollars more than we thought we
would receive in income. The staff and ministry teams
are doing well and spending less then we have
budgeted, but we have also had less income than when
we projected early in the yeard due to poor
performance of the investment fund and some other
miscellaneous items that did not bring in income
expected. We 6 | | probab
deficit. What can you do to help?

First, make sure that you are up to date with your pledge
giving for the year. If you are able and want to give

more at the end of the year, that would be appreciated ¢

too.

Stewardship Notes

Pledges received to date = 84

Amount Pledged = $240,839.00

If you have not made your pledge yet, please get it to

the church office or in the offering plate as soon as
possible. Thanks.
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Happy Birthday

The following people have a birthday i
the month of January.

January 5th -  Alberta Roberts g
January 6th - Christopher Badgett
Meghan
Don Harrod
January 10th - Jean Griffith @
Rebecca Conley
January 15th - Tom Sowards
Joshua Starkey
January 17th - Kolin Morgenstern
Cheryl Buchanan @
January 20th - Sophia Restivo
January 24th - Bill Bartilson
January 25th - Evelyn Bell
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out the vyout h.
meal will be on January 17th directly

after church. ] e

yet
the

the
Senior High trip to New Wilmington
Missions Conference in July.

but we hope you can join us. All of
proceeds of this meal will go toward
Junior High Mission Trip and the




Bible Studies and Fellowship Time

Tuesday Club Morning Circle

The Tuesday Club will be meeting at 1:00 pm on Morning Circle will meet on January 2, 2010 at 1:00

January 12th, at the Akron Family Restaurant, 250 W. P This will be our last 'chapter'in our current book.
Market Street. If you have questions, please call Judy Women of the congregation are invited to attend and

in the church office. bring a friend.

Evening Circle A :
Evening circle will be Contact Edie English if you have Menos Bible St
any questions. Barb Rothwell, 1/19 at 7:30 850 Sarcee Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am. Contact

Ave, Ak Roy Davis for more information.
Thursday Morning, 6:30 am. Contact Tony Miller

WNGs
iThey that hope in the Lord shaHikersé&noup t heir st
They shall mount up with wings as eagleséo | sai a
40:31 Come and enjoy the winter beauty while hiking. Each Sat-

urday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes out to
Women of the church are invited to participate in the various locations for a hike. Hiking lengths vary. All are
Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at Wel c o me. Afterward, they g

7:00 pm. See Pat Franklin for meeting locations.. have to if you have other plans. See Edie or Verne for
more information.
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Prayer Concerns

Remember to pray for our government leaders.

Pray for our military:  Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,
Adam Philips - Army, Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler

Please continue to pray for: Jim Warner, Pat Evans, Ned Oldham, Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin, Pam Oldham,
Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky Cochran, Denny Wood, Mac Barnett, Irene Imely,
Len Gower, Gladys Swinehart, Daika Moegerle, Carl Whetstone, Bud Franklin, Edith Franklin, Susan Tripepi,
Steve and Marge Laning, President Obama and elected officials, The Global Financial Crisis and the un and
under employed.
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As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim,

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service

ACOLYTE TRAINING First Presbyterian Church,
A Church for the City
If your child is in first grade - Fall/Winter Hours
fifth grade they can be an Sunday School begins at 9:50 a.m.
Acolyte.  Acolytes are the Worship begins at 11:00 a.m.
70 children that light the candles
z{%‘ before the worship service. Dr. Mark T. Ruppert- Pastor
Qﬁ There will be a brief training )
. 9N in the sanctuary after church Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet Pastor Emeritus

Ryan Lawrence Director of Youth Ministr
new child who is interested in y y

becoming an Acolyte. Please

let Ann McCord know if your
child will be attending this brief training by January Ann McCord - Director of Christian
17th. Thanks. Education/ First Things Editor

on January 24, 2010, for any \

_— Charles Kobb II- Director of Music Ministry

Plain English: Judy Bailey- Church Secretary
Heidi Guttermuth- Organist

"When God measures a man, He

i " Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Philli
puts the tape around his heart. andy >chater, 1im Dzoch and Amy Fhillips
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