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First Things 
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
February 2010, Issue 96 

Dear Members and Friend of FPC: 

 

Right around the holidays our beloved organist, Heidi Guttermuth, let me 

borrow a book written by Tim Madigan entitled, I’m Proud of You: My 
Friendship with Fred Rogers.  The other day I began to read it and was 

captivated by the wonderful relationship that developed between this award-

winning newspaper journalist and author from Arlington, TX and the man 

(an ordained Presbyterian minister from Pittsburgh, PA) who slipped on 

tennis shoes, put on a red cardigan sweater when he entered “Mr. Roger‟s 

Neighborhood” and began singing a funny song entitled, “Won‟t You Be 

Mine?” in other words, won‟t you be my neighbor.   

 

In the book Madigan talks about the wonderful Catholic Dutch priest, Henri 

Nouwen, who was a very good friend of Fred Rogers.  Nouwen not only 
wrote books on Christian spirituality and was one of the world‟s most widely 

read spiritual writers, but he taught at Harvard and Yale and, at the end of 

his life, was working in a community of mentally handicapped people near 

Toronto.  Madigan mentions some of Nouwen‟s books such as The Wounded 

Healer and The Inner Voice of Love: A Journey Through Anguish to 

Freedom.  He mentions that Fred Rogers called the second book mentioned, 

“one of the priest‟s finest books because it was his „most personal, which is 

often the most universal.‟”  “This book is my secret journal,” Nouwen wrote 

in the Introduction.  “It was written during the most difficult period of my 
life, from December 1987 to June 1988.  That was a time of extreme 

anguish, during which I wondered whether I would 

be able to hold onto my life.  Everything came 

crashing down—my self-esteem, my energy to live 

and work, my sense of being loved, my hope for 

healing, my trust in God… everything.  Here I was, a 

writer about the spiritual life, known as someone 

who loves God and gives hope to people, flat on the 

ground and in total darkness.”   

 
Continued on page 2 
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ANNUAL 

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

FOLLOWING THE 

MORNING SERVICE 
 

This year we are going to a different 

format the day of the Annual 

Congregational Meeting.  Instead of 

meeting after church in the 

sanctuary to conduct the church 

business, we are going to gather in 
the Fellowship Hall for a Youth 

Fundraiser Dinner and then move 

into our Annual Meeting.  Since 

there will be information shared 

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  S e c o n d 

(Contemporary) Service, the work of 

the Long Range Planning Team, the 

Community Ministry/Mission Team 

and the Relocation Team the Session 
wanted to provide another way for 

us to conduct our all important 

meeting.  Please make a reservation 

for the dinner so we know how 

many to prepare for and mark the 

date.  More information on the lunch 

menu will follow.  To make 

reservations, please call the office 

(330) 434-5183 or write it on a 

yellow card and 
put it in the 

offering plate by 

S u n d a y , 

February 21st. 

The reason I bring all this up is that 

during the month of February we 

begin the season of Lent which 

starts us on our journey to the 
Cross of Christ.  And it was the 

Cross of Christ that ministered to 

Fred Rogers and it was the Cross of 

Christ that ministered to Henri Nou-

wen.  You see, it at the Cross that 

we find a Savior who bore the sins 

of the world and it is at the Cross 

that we find hope- hope for today,  

hope for tomorrow and hope for 

eternity.  For Christ is our only 
hope.   

 

The Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 

6:14 these powerful words that I 

will be preaching on throughout 

Lent and right through Easter, “May 

I never boast of anything except the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

which the world has been crucified 
to me, and I to the world.”   

 

Join me this Lenten Season as we 

look to the Cross to find answers to 

life.  Hope to see U in CH_RCH. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Mark 
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FEBRUARY SERMONS 

 
FEBRUARY 7 COMMUNION 

Scripture: Romans 3:21-28 

Sermon: “CALVIN ON SIN AND SALVATION” 
(The sixth in a six part series: Reclaiming John Calvin in 

the 21st Century) 

 

FEBRUARY 14 TRANSFIGURATION OF 

THE LORD 

Scriptures: Exodus 34:29-35; Luke 9:28-36 
Sermon: “WHAT IS THE TRANSFIGURATION OF 

THE LORD?” 

 

FEBRUARY 21 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
Scripture: Galatians 6:11-14 

Sermon: “WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDEROUS 

CROSS” 
(A sermon series: “The Cross of Christ”) 

 

FEBRUARY 28 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL                    

MEETING FOLLOWING THE   SERVICE 

PRECEEDED BY A YOUTH FUNDRAISER 

Scripture: Galatians 6:14 
Sermon: “THE CROSS IS OFFENSIVE” 

(A sermon series: “The Cross of Christ”) 

From the Pulpit 

Session Highlights  

 

JANUARY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
The Session approved the baptism of 

Aquinna Elizabeth Grace Miller, infant 

daughter of Eric and Rebecca Miller 

for Sunday, March 21, 2010. 
The Christian Growth and 

Development Team reported that a 

six week small group series in homes 

is being planned for Lent following 
Ash Wednesday (February 17th).  

Watch for further details. 

Stewardship and Finance reported 

that the 2010 budget will be voted 
on at the February 8th Session 

meeting and then presented to the 

congregation at the Annual 

Congregational Meeting on February 

28th. 

 

Sunday School News 
 

Recently the Christian Growth and Development took a detailed look at the Grade School Age Rotational Model 

of Sunday School for our children and came up with the thought that it was time to change the curriculum.  We 

have been doing the Rotational Model for 7 years now and we have seen signs that it is time to change.  So, with 

that said, I have exciting news that beginning in March, we will be starting the Sunday School Curriculum called 

“Hands on Bible” brought to us by Group Publishing for grades 1-2 and 3-4.  This curriculum is different from 

the Rotational Model for a couple of reasons. 

 

The children will no longer be rotating from room to room throughout the 

month.  Grades 1-2 will have their own room as will grades 3-4.  Fifth grade 

will still have the option of staying or going up to the Junior High. . 

This is not a lecture formatted curriculum.  As the name of the curriculum 

states, it is very hands on.  This curriculum dealves into how the Bible stories 

relates to the children, gives them a chance to experience it through many ma-

nipulatives and makes the story applicable to their lives, all in one lesson.  All 

the remarks I read about it said that it is a great curriculum. 

By using this curriculum, the children will also be able to physically get into 

the Bible more. 

 

We are all excited about this change in curriculum and hope you are too.  If you have any questions, please see 

Ann McCord.  We hope to see your child in Sunday School. 
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Happy Birthday 
 

The following people have a birthday in 

the month of February. 

 

February 3rd – Emily Tran 

                         Kelsey Hillebrand 

                         Sadie Johnson 

February 4th -  Jamea Wolf 

February 5th -  Gloria Sheppard 

                         Terry Wolf 

February 7th -  Barbara Rothwell 

                         Verne Rowland 

February 9th -  David Cook 

February 13th - Joan Oldham 

February 14th - Martha Freeman 

February 15th - Lori Whetstone 

February 20th - Zac Kohl 

                          Chet Conklin 

                          Mark Ruppert 

February 21st - Rita Vincent 

February 22nd - Joan Shorter 

February 25th - Laurie Hillebrand 

February 26th - Nancy Smith 

                          Ed Whetstone 

February 27th - Dick Franklin 

February 28th - Elaine Miller 

                          Henry Jameson 

 

All of the above birthdays came out of 

our member directory.  If I missed you or 

you are not a member and would like 

your birthday listed, please email Ann 

McCord at McCordr@AOL.com.  

Thanks. 

Attention Parents of Children in 

Children’s Choir 
The date of the musical is quickly 

approaching and we need your help.  

If your child is in this year’s 

musical, we need them at practice 

every Sunday.  It is very important that they 

are there because we are going to be going 

over songs, lines and choreographing.  Please 

have your child in the choir room at 9:15 am.  

Practices before and after church will start in 

March.  Exact dates for these practices will be 

announced at the end of February. 

Youth Fundraiser 

Dinner 
 

What better way to warm 

up than to share a meal 

with your friends and help 

out the youth.  This 

month’s fundraiser meal 

will be on February 28th 
directly after church.  The 

menu isn’t finalized yet but 

we hope you can join us.  

All of the proceeds of this 

meal will go toward the 

Junior High Mission Trip 

and the Senior High trip to 

New Wilmington Missions 
Conference in July. 

Kudos to You 
 

Congratulations goes out to 

Anna Kelly.  Anna had one of 

her poems published this past 

summer. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   
 

Please continue to pray for:  Grace Collins, Carol Comer, Tim Warstler, Ron Rodgers, Jim Warner, Pat Evans,  

Ned Oldham,  Jennifer Caito, Mary Loudin, Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, David Starkey, Meg 

Davis, Becky Cochran, Denny Wood, Mac Barnett, Irene Imely, Len Gower, Gladys Swinehart, Daika Moegerle, 

Carl Whetstone, Bud Franklin, Edith Franklin, Susan Tripepi, Steve and Marge Laning, The country of Haiti and 

it’s  people.  President Obama and elected officials,  The Global Financial Crisis and the un and under employed. 

WNGs 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength... 

They shall mount up with wings as eagleséò Isaiah 

40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm. See Pat Franklin for meeting locations.. 

Morning Circle 
 

Will not be meeting during the winter months.  They 

will resume in the Spring. 

Bible Studies and Fellowship Time 

Evening Circle 
Evening circle will be   

Tuesday Club 
 

The Tuesday Club will be meeting at 1:00 pm on 

Tuesday, February 9th, at Gus’ Chalet, 938 E. 

Tallmadge Ave., Akron.  If you have questions, please 

call Judy in the church office. 

Menôs Bible Study 
 

Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact  

Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact Tony Miller 

Hikers Group 
 

Come and enjoy the winter beauty while hiking.  Each Sat-
urday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes out to 

various locations for a hike.  Hiking lengths vary.  All are 

welcome.  Afterward, they go out for lunch but you don’t 

have to if you have other plans.  See Edie or Verne for 
more information. 
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 A Church for the City  

 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry 

    

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry 
  

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - 
Sextons 

Plain English:  
Donôt worry about tomorrow, 

 Godôs already there! 

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, 

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Fall/Winter Hours   
Sunday School begins at 9:50 a.m.  

Worship begins at 11:00 a.m.  

ASH WEDNESDAY SIMPLE MEAL AND SER-

VICE 

AT CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ANGLI-

CAN CHURCH 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17  

For the past several years our congregation and the 

congregation of Church of the Holy Spirit (825 East 

Buchtel Ave.) have been gathering together on Ash 

Wednesday.  This year we will gather again from 5:30

-6:30 p.m. for a simple meal of soup and salad and the 

service will begin at 6:45 p.m.  If you are able to at-

tend please call the church office at 434-5183 by Sun-

day, February 14th so that we can let them know.  

Communion will be observed as a part of the service- 

grape juice (our tradition) and wine (the Anglican tra-

dition) will be available during communion.  Ashes 

will also be available to those who find it meaningful. 


