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First Things 
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
March 2010, Issue 97 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church: 

 

I am sitting at my computer in my office writing this message (February 17) and the 
snow is still falling and we might be on the verge of setting a record for the most 

snowfall in February.  It has certainly been a snow-filled time of the year.   

 

By the time you receive this edition of First Things, we will be halfway through the 
season of Lent and my sermon series: The Cross of Christ.  The theme verse has been 

Galatians 6:14 where the Apostle Paul says, “May I never boast [or glory] of anything 

except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, 

and I to the world.”   
 

The cross is unequivocally, absolutely, without question, central to the Gospel.  To speak 

of Jesus Christ and not mention the cross is sort of like saying Cleveland Cavalier 

basketball and never once mention the name LeBron James.  You miss out on what is 
essential. 

 

The cross is said to be the defining model for the life of the believer.  Jesus Himself tells 

us in Matthew 16:24, to take up our “cross and follow [Jesus].”  We are exhorted to have 

the mind of Christ as Paul says in Philippians 2:5, “Let the same mind be in you that was 
in Christ Jesus.”   

 

At Christmas time we celebrated the fact that Jesus Christ emptied Himself of His divine 

prerogatives so that He could become “one” like us, human.  And the climax of His self-
emptying act found its pinnacle on that cross at Calvary, where He bled and died.  And 

yet, God, in His infinite plan, raised Jesus up three days later.  That sequence from cross 

to resurrection, of emptying one‟s self of one‟s prerogatives on the one hand, to the 

ultimate vindication by God on the other, is really the way we, as followers of Jesus 
should be patterning our lives.   

 

As we continue in this season of Lent, I encourage you to follow the way of the cross and 

make it the model for your life.  May we say with Paul that we never boast or glory of 

anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I hope to see U in CH_RCH this Lenten and Easter season. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
    

Mark 
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From the Pulpit 
Session Highlights  

  MARCH SERMONS 
 

MARCH 7th - THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT, 
COMMUNION 
Scripture: Galatians 6:14 
Sermon: “GOD, IN HIS INFINITE WISDOM” 
(A sermon series: “The Cross of Christ”) 
 
MARCH 14th - FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT, 
CHILDREN’S MUSICAL 
The children of the church will be sharing with us 
the musical:  
100% Chance of Rain 
  
MARCH 21st - FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

Scripture: Galatians 6:14 
Sermon: “WHAT IS YOUR BOAST?” 
(A sermon series: “the Cross of Christ”) 
 
MARCH 28th - PASSION/PALM SUNDAY 
(HOLY WEEK BEGINS) 

Scripture: Galatians 6:14 
Sermon: “JESUS IS OUR PEACE” 

(A sermon series: “The Cross of Christ”) 

 

Sunday School News 
 

 Beginning in March, we will be starting the Sunday 

School Curriculum called “Hands on Bible” brought to 

us by Group Publishing for grades 1-2 and 3-5.  This 

curriculum is different from the Rotational Mode.  

 

Grades K-2 - will be  in the Tent Room—307 

Grades 3-5 - will be in Room 300 

 

The above classes will be their permanent classrooms so 

it will be easier for them to remember.  We are all ex-

cited about this change in cur-

riculum and hope you are too.  

If you have any questions, 

please see Ann McCord.  We 

hope to see your child in Sun-

day School. 

FEBRUARY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

Session approved (Stewardship and 
Finance) the adoption of the 2010 
budget. 
Session approved (Long Range 
Planning) the following process be used 
to select the new locale* for First 
Presbyterian Church: 

1. The Relocation Team will present 
t h e i r  f i n d i n g  a n d 
recommendations to Long Range 
Planning (LRP) for review.  LRP 
will work with the Relocation Team 
and make a final recommendation 
to Session. 

2. Session will work with LRP to 
develop a final recommendation 
that will be presented to the 
congregation for approval pending 
the approval / informing of 
Eastminster Presbytery of the 
prospective new locale. 

3. The congregation will be asked to 
approve the recommendation at a 
called Congregational Meeting. 

4. *Locale is indicative of a new 
location, not necessarily a specific 
address, which may take longer to 
determine.  It should also be 
noted that there may be more 
than one intermediate location 
prior to finding a final church 
address.  The final church address 
will also be voted on by the 
congregation at such time that it is 
feasible. 

The Session ratified the unanimous e 
mail/phone vote to take a special (on-
going) offering for Haiti Relief through 
the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  
The Personnel Team reported that all 
church staff reviews were conducted on 
Friday, February 5th and Saturday, 
February 6th.   
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Long Range Planning Team  

Worship Priority  

Hiring Carin LeSeure, Second Service Worship Leader  
&  

Contemporary Service to Begin this Spring  

 

After an extensive search this fall, the Search Team for the Second Service Wor-
ship Leader (Doug Kohl, Jim Fisher-Personnel Team, Josh and Diana Lucas, Ryan 

Lawrence and Mark Ruppert), the Second Service Team (Doug Kohl, Ryan Law-

rence, Scott Oldham, Josh and Diana Lucas), members of the Worship Team and 

Session are excited to welcome Carin LeSeure as our new Second Service Worship 

Leader.  Carin comes to us with a wealth of knowledge and experience in contem-

porary worship.  She has served as Contemporary Worship Leader at the Church of 
the Savior, Cleveland Heights; Worship Leader and Youth Ministry Assistant at 

Christ United Methodist Church, Greensboro, NC; Worship Leader/Coordinator/

Director of Contemporary Worship at the Kent Presbyterian Church.  She received 

a BA degree in Music from Kent State University with a vocal emphasis.  She also 

studied music at Smith College, Northampton, MA and music business and com-

mercial music at Belmont University, Nashville, TN.  While in Nashville she was 
employed in various roles in the Christian and Country music industry with Asylum 

Records.  She has worked directly or indirectly with Christian singers such as Sandi 

Patti, Graham Kendrick and Michael W. Smith.  Carin is a singer, songwriter and 

pianist who has performed in Nashville.  In May of 2008 she had the opportunity to 

play at the Rock „n Roll Hall of Fame and was featured as one of Cleveland‟s top 5 

Christian artists.  Carin writes that her Mission is, “to become invisible to the con-
gregation while leading them to the presence of God, to be an example of an au-

thentic passionate worshiper, and to live a life of worship that extends beyond mu-

sic and Sunday, ultimately spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”   

 

As a result of hiring Carin as our new Second Service Worship Leader the Session 

has approved the following Sunday morning schedule in preparation for the addi-
tion of the second service.  While we do not have an exact starting date the sched-

ule will be as follows: 

9-10 a.m.  Traditional Worship Service (children, grades 1-5 leave the   

  service or arrive in the Choir Room at 9:30 a.m. for     

 Children‟s Choir) 

10-11 a.m.  Sunday school for all ages 
 11-12 p.m.   Contemporary Worship Service (Children stay in the  

   service with parent(s)/guardian(s)) 

 

We are excited about this new opportunity in the life and ministry of our church.  
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Happy Birthday 
 

The following people have a birthday in 

the month of March. 

 

 

All of the above birthdays came out of 

our member directory.  If I missed 

you or you are not a member and 

would like your birthday listed, please 

email Ann McCord at 

McCordr@AOL.com.  Thanks. 

 

March 2nd -  Colina Wells 

  Mary Younkin 

March 7th -  Lewis Roberts 

March 8th -  Stephanie Snyder 

March 11th - Edward Daniel 

Whetstone 

March 12th -  Michelle Stover 

March 14th -  Alice Loutsenhizer 

March 19th -  Misti Drope 

March 22nd - Cindy Bell 

  Joe Gibson 

March 23rd -  Rylee Drope 

March 27th -  Jessica Jones 

  Tony D’Eramo 

March 30th -  Andrew Hampson 

March 31st - Natalie Garlock 

  Daniel Oldham 

 
 

Attention Parents of 

Children in Children’s 

Choir 
Itôs show time. We need your child 

to be at all of the following practices on: 

            Sunday, March 7th -1-3 

   Saturday, March 13th - 1-3 

It is very important that they are there because 

we are going to be going over songs, lines and 

choreographing. Please pack a lunch for your 

child to eat prior to the Sunday practice.  

When picking your child up, please come up 

to the Sanctuary to pick him or her up.  

Thanks. 
 

 The children will also be practicing for the 

musical on Sunday morning.  Please have 

your child in the choir room at 9:15 am on 

Sunday morning as well. 

Food Pantry 
In the month of January, the Food Pantry served groceries to 499 households 

equaling 1690 people.  Four hundred people were also fed at the Walk in 

Meals throughout the month. 

 

All of this was made possible by your generous contributions.  You can con-

tinue to give to the Food Bank by writing a check to FPC and putting Food 

Bank in the note at the bottom of the check. 

With Sympathy 
 
The sympathy of the congregation goes 
out to Steve Laning and his family on 
the recent death of Marge.  Marge died 

on February  24th. 

Turn Ahead Your Clocks 
 

Spring is coming and it is time to 

turn your clocks ahead an hour 

on March 13th.  Be sure to do it 

or you will miss the Childrenôs 

Musical. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   
 

Please continue to pray for:  Grace Collins, Carol Comer, Tim Warstler, Ron Rodgers, Jim Warner, Pat Evans,  

Ned Oldham, Mary Loudin, Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky 

Cochran, Denny Wood, Mac Barnett, Irene Imely, Gladys Swinehart, Carl Whetstone, Bud Franklin, Edith 

Franklin, Susan Tripepi, Steve Laning, the country of Haiti and its  people,  President Obama and elected 

officials,  The Global Financial Crisis and the un and under employed. 

WNGs 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength... 

They shall mount up with wings as eagleséò Isaiah 

40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm. See Pat Franklin for meeting locations.. 

Morning Circle 
 

Woman’s Circle will meet on March 2nd at 1:00 in the 
Parlor.  All women are welcome and are invited to bring 

items that are related to Easter—figurines, stories, recipes, 

or wear a necklace with a cross.  How these things relate to 
our Easter Holiday will be our discussion. 

Bible Studies and Fellowship Time 

Evening Circle 
 

Evening Circle will be meeting on Tuesday, March 16th 

at 6:00 at the home of Edie English, 2586 Sylvan Rd, 

Cuyahoga Falls.  A  salad supper will be served.  Please 

contact Edie if you are going to attend. 

Tuesday Club 
 

The Tuesday Club will be meeting at 1:00 pm on 

Tuesday, March 9th, at The Waterloo Restaurant, 423 

Waterloo Rd. Akron.  If you have questions, please call 

Judy in the church office. 

Menôs Bible Study 
 

Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact  

Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact Tony Miller 

Hikers Group 
 

Come and enjoy the winter beauty while hiking.  Each Sat-
urday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes out to 

various locations for a hike.  Hiking lengths vary.  All are 

welcome.  Afterward, they go out for lunch but you don’t 

have to if you have other plans.  See Edie or Verne for 
more information. 
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First Presbyterian Church 
647 E. Market Street 
Akron, Ohio  44304 -1684 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Phone 330-434-5183 
E Mail: akronfpc@sbcglobal.net 
Web Site: www.akronfpc.org 
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U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Akron, Ohio  
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First Presbyterian Church,  
 A Church for the City  

 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry 

    

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry 
  

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - 
Sextons 

Plain English:  
Extreme makeovers start here! 

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, 

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Fall/Winter Hours   
Sunday School begins at 9:50 a.m.  

Worship begins at 11:00 a.m.  

 Children's Musical Celebrating Noah & The 

Flood 

100% Chance of Rain by Walter S. Horsley 

Sunday, March 14th, 2010  

Join all the singing children & youth of FPC in this 

number one selling jazz church musical of all time 

with the building of the Ark, Captain Noah and his 

wife, their sons & daughters, Our Childrenôs Choir 

along with the accompaniment of Heidi Gutter-

muth are going to explore, through singing, the 

wonderful promises of God that came out of all 

that rain. This pretty wet story will be celebrated 

at the 11:00 am worship service in the sanctuary. 

Be prepared, because on this Sunday, it is going to 

rain pretty hard! It's going to rain, rain, rain 

rain ! ! ! 100% Chance of Rain.  


