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First Things 
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
April 2010, Issue 98 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church: 

 

It is hard to believe that another Easter is almost upon us.  As I write this article (on March 17th) I am 

beginning to see plants begin to push up through the ground as a sign that spring is just around the 

corner.  And spring begins on Saturday, March 20th. 

 

As I think about the Resurrection Day, Sunday, April 4th there is a story that I have shared in a previous 

Easter sermon that appeared in Leadership magazine that is so appropriate as we prepare for the second 

greatest event in the Christian faith (the other being the birth of the Christ Child).  The story goes as 

follows:   

 

It seems that little Philip, born with Down's syndrome, attended a third-grade Sunday school class with 

several eight-year-old boys and girls. Typical of that age, the children did not readily accept Philip with 

his differences. But because of a creative teacher, they began to care about Philip and accept him as part 

of the group, though not fully. The Sunday after Easter the teacher brought Leggs pantyhose containers, 

the kind that looks like large eggs. Each receiving one, the children were told to go outside on that 

lovely spring day, find some symbol for new life, and put it in the egg-like container.  Back in the 

classroom, they would share their new-life symbols, opening the containers one by one in surprise 

fashion. After running about the church property in wild confusion, the students returned to the 

classroom and placed the containers on the table.  Surrounded by the children, the teacher began to open 

them one by one. After each one, whether flower, butterfly, or leaf, the class would ooh and ahh. Then 

one was opened, revealing nothing inside.  The children exclaimed, "That's stupid.  That's not fair.  

Somebody didn't do their assignment."  Philip spoke up, "That's mine."  "Philip, you don't ever do 

things right!" the student retorted.  "There's nothing there!"  I did so do it," Philip insisted.  "I did do it.  

It's empty.  The tomb was empty!"  Silence followed.  From then on Philip became a full member of the 

class.  Philip died not long afterward from an infection most normal children would have shrugged off. 

At the funeral this class of eight-year-olds marched up to the altar not with flowers, but with their 

Sunday school teacher, each to lay on it an empty pantyhose egg. 

 

I pray that you will join me on the day we celebrate the empty tomb and 

Christ’s victory over sin and death- Easter Sunday, April 4th.  What a 

glorious day it will be as, together, we proclaim, “He is risen, He is risen 

indeed.”   

 

I hope to see U in CH_RCH. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Mark 
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From the Pulpit 

April Sermons 

 
April 4th - Easter/ Resurrection of the Lord/ Communion 
Scripture: Galatians 4:11-14 

Sermon:  “Set Free” 

 

 

               Traditional Worship       Flood Worship -  

(        Modern Service)  

 
 April 11th -  

Scripture:   Malachi 3:9-11, John 7: 37-39         Scripture :    Malachi 3:9 - 11, John 7: 37-39   

Sermon:        “Let the Flood Begin”                      Sermon:        “Let the Flood Begin” 

Preaching:  Mark Ruppert           Preaching:    Ryan Lawrence  

  

                              

 

April 18th - 

Scripture:   Ephesians 2: 4-9                    Scripture: Mark 9: 36-37, Matthew 25:35, 40 

Sermon: “Flooding People With the Grace            Project: Hospitality Training 

                 Of God”            Preaching:  Ryan Lawrence 

Preaching: Mark Ruppert 

     

April 25th -  

Scripture:  Romans 31 - 39          Scripture:  Matthew 13, Acts 17: 22-24 

Sermon:  “Flooding the People with the                Project: Media and Sound Tech Training 

         Love Of God”          Preaching:  Ryan Lawrence  

Preaching:  Mark Ruppert           

Pastor Ruppert to attend the General Assembly 
 

Pastor Ruppert has been elected to attend our denomination’s 

General Assembly.  The General Assembly will be meeting from 

July 3-10 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Every two years our 

denomination gathers to conduct the business of  the 

denomination.  This summer, Dr. Ruppert will be representing 
Eastminster Prebyter as a clergy delegate to the 219th General 

Assembly.  
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Session Highlights  

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
 ñA SERVICE OF THE WORD,  

FOOT/HAND WASHING AND  

COMMUNIONò 
Friday, April 2 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Everyone is invited to come to our Good 

Friday Service as we remember the death 

of our Lord, Jesus Christ on the cross at 
Calvary.  This will be a service of the 

Word, Foot/Hand washing and 

Communion.  We will be joining with our 

brothers and sisters from the Church of 
the Holy Spirit Anglican Church.  When the 

time comes for the foot/hand washing we 

will invite people to come forward to the 8 

stations at the front of the sanctuary.  If 
you are planning to have your feet washed 

we ask that you wear appropriate shoes 

and socks that can be easily removed.  

Since we are celebrating Communion with 
our friends from Church of 

the Holy Spirit we will have 

both grape juice and wine.  

Again, we will be inviting 

people to come forward for 
Communion but if you are 

unable, we ask that you 

inform an usher prior to 

the service. 

MARCH SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The Session approved for Dr. Ruppert to 

continue monthly “coaching sessions” with 

our church consultant, Dr. Kent Hunter of 

Church Doctor Ministries for another 12 

month period. 

Dr. Ruppert reported that officer training for 

Elders and Deacons elect will occur after 

Easter. 

The Session approved Dr. Ruppert to attend 

the Eastminster Presbytery’s Pastors’ Retreat, 

April 27-28 at Joseph Badger Meadows 

Camp and Conference Center, if he so 

desires. 

  

A New Addition 
 

We would like to announce the birth of 

Addison Marie Conrad.  Addison was 

born on March 15th to Amy and Kirt 

Conrad.  Addison is the little sister of 

Meredith Conrad.   

Easter Breakfast 
 
There will be an Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 4th at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  

The items on the menu are egg strata, cereal, muffins, fruit, juice, coffee, tea and milk.  

Please make your reservation to attend this breakfast by either indicating that you will be at 

the breakfast on the back of a yellow fellowship card or call the office.   

Kids Palm Sunday 
 

Children from age 2-18 are encouraged to join in the 

Narthex of the Sanctuary to walk down the middle isle 

of the church, waving palm branches during the proces-

sional in the worship service.   Any adult who would 

like to help with the smaller children are welcome.  

Once we come to the stairs, we will be 

putting the palm branches on the com-

munion table and the floor in front of 

it.  After the children have laid their 

palm, they will be returning to their 

parents or guardians until it is Chil-

dren’s Sermon time. 
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You know what they say about having children....if you 
wait till youôre ready, youôll never have children.  You 
can never be REALLY ready on your own to take that 
giant leap into the unknown.  Thank God for faith, 
right!?! 
 
The ñ2nd Service Launch Teamò has found themselves 
in that same spot....we really want to get this going, but 
thereôs so much to do to make the church (the people, 
and the building) ready....do we wait until weôre ready, 
or do we just take the giant leap? 
 
Taking cues from church plants or new church start-
ups, weôve come up with a plan that allows us to leap a 
little at a time.  In balancing the need for a weekly wor-
ship service to get going sooner than later, and the 
need to make all the preparations, weôve come up with 
a plan to do both...and God has faithfully shown us how 
a win-win is really a win for everyone!   As you read on, 
youôll see how the launch preparations for FLOOD will 
evolve into a celebration of the whole church! 
 
 New churches generally begin with a monthly worship 
gathering. Then in between, the pastor has little get-
togethers and meetings with a handful of people has he 
or she gathers the team needed to get a church off the 
ground from scratch.  While Akron FPC has the build-
ing and a team of people already, the building is in 
need of some preparation in order to be welcoming and 
provide a culturally relevant worship experience and 
surroundings to people we hope to reach for Christ. 
And while we have a team of people making things go, 
they have been and still will be hard at work on the ser-
vice thatôs already in place! So, in some ways, weôre 
quite similar to those church plants. Weôre a ñservice 
plantò needing to prepare a place, gather teams to 
make the new service go, or expand teams that will 
serve both. And we want to get good at what weôre do-
ing, so that we can eliminate as many obstacles as we 
can from peopleôs path to Christ.  But, we want to wor-
ship for real every week. Thatôs what the two phases of 
the FLOOD launch are all about....the first phase allows 
for worship and preparation...the second phase moves 
into all worship. 
 

Wave 1 (or phase 1) - This phase, beginning April 11, 

there will have a service at 11:15 every week. How-
ever, it combines a larger monthly worship service with 
more informal weekly worship services, all happening 
at 11:15.   It is generally our preparation phase, while 
we will still get to offer a weekly service!  Itôs probably 
something youôve never heard done before, so itôs 
natural for this concept to sound completely confusing. 
 

 
 

Hereôs how it will work: 
The 2nd Sunday of the next 5 months will be a BIG 
worship service, with the band, media, sermon, 
prayer, scripture, etc.   The other weeks of the month 
will be slightly more informal, learning ground for new 
volunteers and the band,  and shorter, opting for a 
briefer preaching/teaching time.  After these services, 
anyone who would like to, will be invited to participate 
in a launch preparaton project.  These projects will 
focus on 3 areas:  1 - Preparing our people - training 
and equipping sessions for anyone willing to help 
make either service go   2 - Preparing our building - 
little spruce-ups, face-lifts, updates and clean-ups to 
make the building more welcoming, and 3 - Outreach 
training and projects that will help us learn how to 
reach the people we havenôt, and start doing it. 
 
All of this Wave 1 preparation will lead up to a FALL 
ALL CHURCH KICK -OFF.   We will jump in with the 

Sunday School kick-off, and take a weekend in fall to 
celebrate both the Traditions and FLOOD services, 
as well as other ministries of the church, possibly hold 
a special event.  We will be prepared to circulate well 
planned publicity through the town that we have 
made changes, and are READY to welcome new 
people with a flood of hospitality, two different 

worship styles, a loving congregation, and the 
promise of hope that comes with knowing Jesus. 
 
Wave 2 - Weekly FLOODs.    The  FALL ALL 

CHURCH KICK-OFF will mark the beginning of 
weekly FLOOD services that will all be full-length, 
with experienced volunteers who will be prepared to 
welcome new folks, run the sound and media, 
lovingly care for all the children...since we expect that 
there will be more! 
 
We hope that by this Fall All Church Kick-Off, 
everyone in the congregation has not only had a 
chance to work through the kinks and little stumbles 
that happen when we make  big changes, but will 
also have renewed energy and excitement for inviting 
new people to Akron FPC and to our glorious Lord 
and Savior.  Together, we will flood Akron with 

kindness, love, generosity, mercy...and all the things 
that add up to the good news of Christ. 
 
If you have any questions about Flood, please 
contact Carin LeSeure, the Flood worship coordinator 
at 330-434-5183. 
. 
 

 

FLOOD -The soon -to-launch modern service at Akron FPC.  
Flooding Akron with....all things Jesus.  
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Youth News—Ryan 

Volunteers needed—Carin 

100% Chance of Rain Group PictureðElaine Roberts 
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Happy Birthday 
 

The following people have a birthday in 

the month of April 

 

All of the above birthdays came out 

of our member directory.  If I 

missed you or you are not a 

member and would like your 

birthday listed, please email Ann 

McCord at McCordr@AOL.com.  

Thanks. 

 

April 5th -  Alison McCarty 

  Don Roberts 

April 7th -  Pat Franklin 

  Bob Barsan 

April 8th -  Anna Kelly 

April 10th -  Mike Badgett 

April 12th -  Grace Collins 

  Lewie Roberts 

April 17th -  Mark Hampson 

April 18th -  Margaret Burks 

  Rosemarie Conti 

  Kylie Lewis 

April 23td -  Josh. Jones 

April 26th -  Andrew Snyder 

April 27th -  Katie Kohl 

April 28th -  Joshua Fisher 

 

Food Pantry 
In the month of February, the Food Pantry served groceries to 371 households 

equaling 1095 people.  Three hundred and twenty people were also fed at the 

Walk in Meals throughout the month. 

 

All of this was made possible by your generous contributions.  You can con-

tinue to give to the Food Bank by writing a check to FPC and putting Food 

Bank in the note at the bottom of the check. 

With Sympathy 
 
The sympathy of the congregation goes 
out to Gower family on the recent death 
of Len.  Len died on February  27, 2010. 
 
Sympathy of the congregation goes out 
to the Freeman family on the death of 
Martha.  Martha died on March 18, 
2010 

Womenôs Retreat 
 

Hey ladies, how many changes have you 

experienced in the last five years?  Were they 

joy-filled, mixed, sad—a result of your own 

decisions or the result of life circumstances you 

had no control over?  How can you face them 

effectively? 

 

Well, if you could answer any of the questions 

above, you need to be coming to the Women’s 

Retreat on April 16th—18th at Joseph Badgers 

Meadow.  Our presenter this year is going to be 

Barbara Courtney, a former Christian Ed. 

Director in our congregation who holds a 

m a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n 

organizational leadership.  

She is a talented musician, 

professional trainer and mom 

who loves to laugh and 

shares thoughtfully.  You 

don’t want to miss her. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   
 

Please continue to pray for:  Grace Collins, Carol Comer, Tim Warstler, Ron Rodgers, Jim Warner, Pat Evans,  

Ned Oldham, Mary Loudin, Pam Oldham, Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky 

Cochran, Denny Wood, Mac Barnett, Irene Imely, Gladys Swinehart, Carl Whetstone, Bud Franklin, Edith 

Franklin, Susan Tripepi, Sally Smith, Canice Barnett, Larry Zerelli, Frank Weaver, Steve Laning, the countries 

of Chili and Haiti and their  people,  President Obama and elected officials,  The Global Financial Crisis and the 

un and under employed. 

WNGs 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength... 

They shall mount up with wings as eagleséò Isaiah 

40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm. See Pat Franklin for meeting locations.. 

Morning Circle 
 

Woman’s Circle will meet on April 2nd at 1:00 in the 
Parlor.  All women are welcome and are invited to bring 

items that are related to Easter—figurines, stories, recipes, 

or wear a necklace with a cross.  How these things relate to 
our Easter Holiday will be our discussion. 

Bible Studies and Fellowship Time 

Evening Circle 
 

. 

Tuesday Club 
 

The Tuesday Club will be meeting at 1:00 pm on 

Tuesday, .  If you have questions, please call Judy in the 

church office. 

 

Menôs Bible Study 
 

Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact  

Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact Tony Miller 

Hikers Group 
 

Come and enjoy the winter beauty while hiking.  Each Sat-
urday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes out to 

various locations for a hike.  Hiking lengths vary.  All are 

welcome.  Afterward, they go out for lunch but you don’t 

have to if you have other plans.  See Edie or Verne for 
more information. 
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First Presbyterian Church,  
 A Church for the City  

 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry 
    

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry 
  

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Carin LeSeur - Flood Worship Coordinator 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - 
Sextons 

Plain English:  
 

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, 

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Fall/Winter Hours   
Sunday School begins at 9:50 a.m.  

Worship begins at 11:00 a.m.  

 2010 JBM Mission Trip 

Joseph Badger Meadows (JBM) is the Camp and 

Conference Center of the Eastminster Presbytery.  It 

provides year round retreat facilities and summer 

camps for churches and groups.  JBM needs your help 

to make this a reality.  From Wednesday evening, May 

5th through Sunday, May 7th, they are asking that 

churches from the Eastminster area to provide 

manpower and finances to help take care of some of 

the maintenance issues at the camp.  All levels of 

work skills are invited.  The daily cost per person is 

$8.00 for meals (Thurs.—Saturday and $4.00 for 

Sunday.  There are sleeping quarters that you may use 

while there.  If interested, please see Judy for more 

information. 


