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First Things 
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
May 2010, Issue 99 

Dear Members and Friends of FPC: 
 

The Lord speaks through the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 43:19 these wonderful and promising words: ñSee, I am 

doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the desert and streams 
in the wasteland.ò   
 

A ñnew thingò happened on Sunday, April 11th as we did something we have never done before- we went to 

two Sunday morning worship services.  After considering the recommendations of our consultant, Dr. Kent 

Hunter, of Church Doctor Ministries; months of meetings, discussion, prayer, and more prayer the leadership 

decided to move from a ñblendedò worship service to two distinct services that would enable those who want 

a truly traditional service and those who want a truly modern service the opportunity to worship in the style 

they prefer.   
 

On April 11th we launched ñTraditionsò (the 9:00 a.m. traditional service) and ñFloodò (the 11:15 a.m. 
modern service).  It was wonderful to see the choir loft filled with choir members at the early service and 89 

people in worship.  Following the service at 10:00 a.m. it was wonderful to see so many people gathered in 

the Parlor for a time of fellowship and then those who desired to go to Sunday school at 10:15 a.m. made 

their way to their class.  Something else happened that day as there were some people who stayed on and 

attended an adult class, so there were more adults in Sunday school that day, which was great.  Then at the 

11:15 a.m. service there were 95 people who experienced a much different worship experience with a full 

band, power point pictures on a screen and the pastor wearing attire more casual in nature.  It was a 

wonderful day as we worshiped God.  So a ñnew thingò happened that day at Akron FPC.   
 

Now I know this has stretched many of us, pastor included.  And yet as I said during both sermons that I 

preached that day, ñit is not about me.  It is not about you.  It is about Jesus Christ and making disciples.ò  I 

also said, ñIt is also a way for us to reach out and to grow our church as we invite people to enjoy one or the 

other or even both styles.  What we want to do through our worship experiences is flood Akron, flood the 

lives of those who come with the love of Christ.ò     
 

Let me also say that if these changes have stretched you, if the times of worship arenôt your preference please 

do for me the following: 1) Please go to God in prayer and 2) Please try either or both of the service for a 

month and, after that, if you need to talk, call me and we can talk.  I was so proud of those who gathered 

earlier than usual on Sunday, April 11th and so proud that we had finally taken the step to begin the ñFlood.ò  
As I have been working with the leadership of our church to get us to this point I have been stretched and 

pulled and challenged.  And I keep reminding myself, Mark, it is not about you.  It is about being ñKingdom 

Buildersò for Christ and continuing His mission of making disciples and spreading the Good News in a 

hurting world.  And God said through the prophet Isaiah, ñSee, I am doing a new thing.ò  Thank God, He is. 

Have a good month of May and I pray I will see U in CH_RCH. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Mark 
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From the Pulpit 

                  Traditions                                                  
             (Traditional Service  - 9:00 am) 

 

May 2nd   Communion/Wills Emphasis Sunday        

Scripture: I Corinthians 11:17-26 

Sermon: ñCOME TOGETHER, GO TOGETHERò 

Preaching:  Mark Ruppert 

 

May 9th    Motherôs Day 

Scripture: John 19:25-27 

Sermon: ñHOW HE LOVED HIS MOTHERò 

Preaching:  Mark Ruppert 

 

May 16th   Scout Sunday 

Scripture: John 17:20-26 

Sermon: ñDREAM OR A POSSIBILITY?ò 

Preaching:  Mark Ruppert 

 

May 23rd    Pentecost 

Scripture: Acts 2:1-21 

Sermon: ñFIRE IN THE CHURCHò 

Preaching: Mark Ruppert 

 

May 30th    Trinity Sunday/Memorial Day Sunday 

Scripture: John 16:12-15 

Sermon: ñI BAPTIZE YOU IN THE NAME OFéò 

Preaching:  Mark Ruppert 

National Day of Prayer 
 

National Day of Prayer is 

Thursday, May 6th.  We 

encourage you to watch 
the newspaper for local 

events that you can attend. 

PENTECOST SUNDAY  
 

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend our 

Pentecost Sunday service 

on May 23rd.  Red is a 

symbol for the ñflames of 

fireò that appeared over 

the heads of those 

gathered as they received 

the Spirit on Pentecost so 

everyone is encouraged to 

wear red!  
 

May Worship Opportunities  

FLOOD  
(Modern Service - 11:15) 

 

May 2nd Communion/Wills Emphasis Sun-

day 

Scripture: I Corinthians 11:17-26 

Sermon: ñCOME TOGETHER, GO TOGETHERò 

Preaching: Mark Ruppert 

 

May 9th  Motherôs Day 

Scripture: Titus 2 

Sermon: Authentic Copy-Cat 

Preaching: Ryan Lawrence 

Project:  Passing out Flowers 

 

May 16th Youth Sunday 

The middle school and high school youth will be 

leading us in worship 

 

May 23rd Pentecost 

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 16 

Sermon:  ñCHURCH STUFFò 

Project: - Property  Project TBA 

Preaching:  Ryan Lawrence 

 

May 30th   
Scripture: 1 Kings 6-7 

Sermon: ñTHE TEMPLEò 

Project: Property Project TBA 

Preaching: Ryan Lawrence 
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Session Highlights  

.Sunday School Offering 
 

Those of you who come to Sunday School most 

likely have seen the manila colored envelopes with 

the word ñOfferingò written on them being passed 

around the tables.  You may be asking yourself, 

ñWhy do I need to put an offering in during 

Sunday School?ò  Well, the reason is, that 

although Christian Growth and Development has a 

budget, there are times when some of the 

curriculum we need is more than our budget 

allows.  In order for us to bring you the best 

materials, we have to pay.  That is where you 

come in.  The Sunday School offering that is 

collected helps to  fund the Adult Sunday School, 

the Small Group curriculum, the Childrenôs 

Sunday School curriculum and licenses that we 

legally need to obtain in order to provide you with 

some of the classes.  So, we are asking you that 

next week, when you see that manila folder being 

passed around, that you give an offering during 

Sunday School to help defer these 

costs.  It doesnôt matter how much 

you put into the envelope.  After 

all, Jesus took five loaves of bread 

and a few fish and made a feast.  If 

he can do that, he will do wonders 

with your donations.  Thanks. 

April Session Highlights  

 
Session approved (Community Ministry/

Mission) that Zac Kohl be hired as Director 

of Summerôs Best Two Weeks. 

Session approved the baptism of Elijah John 

Whetstone, infant son of Ed and Lori 

(Starkey) Whetstone on Sunday, May 30th. 

It was reported that the first Sunday that we 

offered two worship services (Sunday, April 

11th) there were 89 people who attended the 

9:00 a.m. (Traditions) service and 95 people 

who attended the 11:15 a.m. (Flood) service.   

Wills Emphasis Sunday 

Enclosed in this issue of First Things is a flyer 

from the Presbyterian Foundation about 

Florence Foote.  This amazing woman had the 

foresight to establish an endowment fund in 

her will to benefit a Presbyterian camp in 

Southeastern Illinois.  Her endowment 

provides nearly 10% of the operating budget of 

the camp ensuring it's long term 

survival.  What a wonderful thing to leave 

behind after we leave this life!  The first 

Sunday in May has been designated by the 

General Assembly as Wills Emphasis 

Sunday.  On that day, Bob Barson will be 

talking to the congregation about the 

importance of having a will and how our 

parting gifts can help our church continue it's 

mission of helping others. 

KUDOS TO AKRON FPC 

AFTER HOSTING THE 

JOHN BROWN 
COMMEMORATIVE 

SERVICE, DECEMBER 2, 

2009  

 

Dave Lieberth, Deputy 

Mayor Administration/ Chief of Staff 

recently shared with the church that 

Leianne Neff Heppner, the new Director 

of the Summit County Historical Society 

informed him that the 2009 project, 
ñJohn Brown in Akron, Ohioò has won 

the award for ñBest Community 

Collaborationò by the Ohio Museum 

Association.   The award was presented 

in Newark Ohio at the state meeting on 

Monday, April 26.  Many will recall that 
our church hosted a special service 

remembering the 150 th  anniversary of 

the execution of John Brown in 

Charlestown, Virginia, on December 2, 

1859.  
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New Books in the Church Library 

Andrew, Brother God's Smuggler Distributing Bible behind Iron Curtain 

Nouwen, Henri J.M. Reaching Out 

Buechner, Frederick Telling Secrets Autobiographical 

Bunn, Davis and Janette Oke The Hidden Flame Fiction 

Lewis, Beverly The Postcard Amish Fiction 

Sawyer, Kim Vogel Field of Grace Amish Fiction 

Ellis, Mary A Widow's Hope Amish Fiction 

Marshall, Catherine Julie Autobiographical Novel 

Myers, Bryant L. Walking with the Poor Case studies and advocacy 

Thoene, Bodie and Brock London Refrain WWII Novel 

Lucado, Max He Still Moves Stones 

Chawla, Navin Mother Teresa:  The Authorized Biography 

Thoene, Bodie Say to This Mountain Shiloh series Fiction 

Arthur, Kay Desiring God's Own Heart Bible Study 

McDowell, Josh His Image My Image Spiritual Growth 

Barnes, Bob 15 Minute Devotions for Couples 

Carmichael, Nancie In God's Word Spiritual Growth 

Lucado, Max And The Angels Were Silent Jesusô last days 

Anderson, Neil T. and Dave 

Park The Bondage Breaker Spiritual Growth 

Bennett, William J. 

The Moral Compass Stories and Poems to encourage 

moral living 

Dobson, Dr. James Love Must Be Tough 

Wurmbrand, Richard Tortured for Christ Founder of Voice of the Martyrs 

Napier, Kristine M. The Power of Abstinence Sexual purity 

With Sympathy 
 

The sympathy of the congregation goes out to Alice Hutchinson on the recent 

death of her friend Becky Cochran.  Becky died on April 23, 2010. 
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Youth News 

 

The youth ministry are selling "Enjoy the City" books to raise funds for our mission trips. These books give 

great discounts to many businesses. They are on sale for $20. You can purchase them at the office or by contact-

ing Ryan Lawrence. If you would like more information on these books go to www.enjoythecitybook.com. 

Scout Sunday  
 

Girl/ Boy Scout Sunday is going 

to be on May 16th during the 

Traditional Worship Service.  We 

are looking for any child/ youth 

who are in Girl Scouts or Boy 

Scouts who would be able to 

participate in this event.  If your 

son or daughter is a Scout 

(doesnôt matter which level) and 

would like to participate, please 

let Ann McCord know as soon as 

possible.  We are asking that all 

Scouts wear their  Scout uniform 

for this service.  Thanks. 

Flood 4 Kids  

 Attention parents  
 
Did you know that there is a special place for 

your child (3 years old - 5th grade) to go 

during FLOOD; our new contemporary 

worship service?  It is called FLOOD 4 Kids.  

It meets in room 300.  While there your son 

or daughter will be singing, playing games, 

doing crafts and learning about God.  In 

order for your child to attend FLOOD 4 Kids 

they need to be signed in each Sunday and 

given  a name tag.  You can sign your child in 

and get the name tag either at room 300 or 

as you walk into the Sanctuary to the right.  

Please sign your child in before the FLOOD 

service begins.  We are 

doing this for the safety of 

you and your child.  Please 

remember to sign them in 

and pick them up after the 

worship service ends.    

  Thanks. 

Needed 
 
 

Our Childrenôs Sunday School Program is in 

need of two or three used CD players that 

work and are in good condition.  If you or 

someone you know of has one and 

would like to donate it to our Sun-

day School Program, please let 

Ann McCord know.  The CD play-

ers can be brought to church at 

any time.  Thank you. 

 

Teachers Needed for  

FLOOD 4 KIDS 
 

We are in need of two or three more loving 

people who would be willing to lead FLOOD 4 

Kids during FLOOD once a month.  You would 

be teaching a short lesson, possibly doing a 

craft or playing games with children ages 

Kindergarten - 5th grade.  If you can help out 

in this capacity, please let Ann McCord know 

as soon as possible.  Thanks. 

Childrenôs/ Youth Choir 
 

Just because the musical is over, 

doesnôt mean that Childrenôs/Youth 

Choir is over.  We are still meeting at 

9:30 am in the third floor Choir 

room and need your voice.  Come 

and join us! 

http://www.enjoythecitybook.com
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Happy Birthday  
 

The following people have a birthday in 

the month of May 

 

All of the above birthdays came out of 

our member directory.  If I missed 

you or you are not a member and 

would like your birthday listed, please 

e m a i l  A n n  M c C o r d  a t 

McCordr@AOL.com.  Thanks. 

 

May 1st-  Amy Conrad 

May 3rd -  Elijah Whetstone  

  Scott Franklin 

  Donald Stillman 

  James Warner 

May 5th -  Matthew Woutat 2nd 

May 8th -  Carolyn Cook 
May 10th -  Pat Olson 

May 12th -  Gladys Swinehart 

May 15th-  Jalissa Wolf 

  Hannah Wright 

  George Chima 

May 17th -  Edie English 

  Helen Harrod 

May 19th -  Jeanne Huber 
May 22nd - Frank Weaver 

May 24th -  Susan Tripepi 

  Frank Randall 

May 25th -  Katie Barnett 

May 26th -  Myssi Lewis 

  David Martine 

May 29th -  Diane Heffern 
May 30th -  Margaret Jones 

  Ruth Bartilson 

May 31st -  Donna Porter 

 

Food Pantry 
 

 
In the month of February, the Food Pantry served 

groceries to 371 households equaling 1095 people.  

Three hundred and twenty people were also fed at 

the Walk in Meals throughout the month. 
 

All of this was made possible by your generous 

contributions.  You can continue to 

give to the Food Bank by writing a 

check to FPC and putting Food 

Bank in the note at the bottom of 

the check. 

2010 JBM Mission Trip 

Joseph Badger Meadows (JBM) is the Camp 

and Conference Center of the Eastminster 

Presbytery.  It provides year round retreat 

facilities and summer camps for churches and 

groups.  JBM needs your help to make this a 

reality.  From Wednesday evening, May 5th 

through Sunday, May 7th, they are asking that 

churches from the Eastminster area  provide 

manpower and finances to help take care of 

some of the maintenance issues at the camp.  

All levels of work skills are invited.  The daily 

cost per person is $8.00 for 

meals (Thurs.ðSaturday) 

and $4.00 for Sunday.  There 

are sleeping quarters that you 

may use while there.  If 

interested, please see Judy for 

more information. 

Attention:   

Parentôs of 

Graduates 
 

If your son or daughter has graduated from high 

school, college, graduate school or a trade school, 

we would like to congratulate them in the next 

edition of First Things.  Please let Ann McCord 

know their name, school they graduated from and 

what their plans for the fall are by May 16th so she 

can get them in.  Thanks. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   
 

Please continue to pray for:  Grace Collins, Jim Warner, Pat Evans,  Ned Oldham, Mary Loudin, Pam Oldham, 

Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, John Mills, Helen Ebner, David Starkey, Meg Davis, Becky Cochran, Denny Wood, 

Mac Barnett, Gladys Swinehart, Carl Whetstone, Bud Franklin, Edith Franklin, Larry Zarilli, Frank Weaver,  the 

countries of Chili and Haiti and their  people,  President Obama and elected officials,  The Global Financial 

Crisis and the un and under employed. 

WNGs 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength... 

They shall mount up with wings as eagleséò Isaiah 

40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm. See Pat Franklin for meeting locations.. 

Morning Circle 
 

Presbyterian Womenôs Circle will meet Tuesday, May 

4th at 1:00 pm in the Parlor.  Rita Vincent will lead 

discussion  of Food and Presbyterian Mission.  All 

women are welcome to participate in this timely 

discussion. 

Bible Studies and Fellowship Time 

Evening Circle 
 

.. 

Tuesday Club 

Menôs Bible Study 
 

Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact  

Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact Tony Miller 

Hikers Group 
 

Come and enjoy the spring beauty while hiking.  Each Sat-
urday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes out to 

various locations for a hike.  Hiking lengths vary.  All are 

welcome.  Afterward, they go out for lunch but you donôt 

have to if you have other plans.  See Edie English or Verne 
Rowland for more information. 

The Tuesday Club will meet on May 11th at Lemboôs 

Restaurant, 1186 Canton Road, Akron.   Please call 

Judy in the office if you are planning to attend. 



8 

First Presbyterian Church 
647 E. Market Street 
Akron, Ohio  44304 -1684 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Phone 330-434-5183 
E Mail: akronfpc@sbcglobal.net 
Web Site: www.akronfpc.org 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Akron, Ohio  

Permit NO. 232 

First Presbyterian Church  
  

 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry  

   

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry   

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Carin LeSeur - FLOOD Worship Coordinator 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - Sextons 

Plain English:  
"God made everything out of nothing. But 

the nothingness shows through."  

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, 

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Hours   
Traditional Service begins at 9:00 a.m.  

Sunday School begins at 10:05 a.m.  
Flood Service  begins at 11:15 a.m.  

Spring Clean - Up Day  
 

After the winter we had, there 

is a lot of cleaning/sprucing 

up that needs to be done 

around the church.  On May 

1st, FPC will be having their 

annual Spring Clean-Up Day 

from 9:00 am - ?.  We could use as many 

helping hands as we can get.  

Lunch will be provided for all 

the workers.  Come prepared 

to get messy for the Lord. 


