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First Things 
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
June 2010, Issue 100 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church,  

 

Well, we have almost completed our second month of our new Sunday morning schedule.  
There are still kinks we are working out and we still need some people to fill in some 

places so that we donôt stretch those already doing multiple jobs, but overall, I have been 

very pleased.  As I said in a recent sermon, I know that some people are being stretched, 

more than others, Pastor included, but when we stop and look at the bigger picture it is 
about making disciples for Jesus Christ and changing peopleôs lives.  I want you all to 

know that I am very proud of our congregation and the way you have approached the 

changes and are supporting the ministry -  with a mature, Christ - like approach that begins 

and ends with prayer.  
 

I was reading an article from a church consultant (Dr. Kent Hunter) who was writing 

about the many buzz words related to fixing a church -words like ñtransformation,ò 

ñrenewal,ò ñchurch growth,ò ñthriving church,ò and ñchurch revitalization.ò  He referred to 
a new book on change written by Dan and Chip Heath entitled, Switch .  Heath and Heath 

(I sort of like that, it sounds like a law firm, anyway) suggest that to really grasp and 

understand change you need to look at the process in three parts: the elephant, the rider, 

and the path.  

 
First, the rider -  this is the rational side.  The questions are, ñDo you want your church to 

grow?  People to grow?  Impact the community?ò  Well, these things are all wonderful but 

just like many people want to intellectually lose weight, they donôt.  Second, there is the 

path -  there needs to be clear direction.  Recommendations can be made by the experts 
but these will only go so far.  But then there is the elephant -  this is where the ñfeelingsò 

reside.  The rider might earnestly desire for the church to become revitalized and the 

experts might give all the proper recommendations in order to clear the path for the 

revitalization to occur, but it will not matter how many good intentions the rider might 
have if the elephant wants to go in a different direction.  I mean, the elephant weighs in 

at about six tons so it is going to go the way it wants to.   

 

The bottom line to what I am writing is this -  1) There are no such things as ñquick fixesò 

and we all know that and 2) change can happen but you have to 
change the culture, the culture of the church.  And the ñcultureò is 

really the elephant in the room.  Folks, and I am going to step out 

on a limb here, as an ardent Steeler fan it is hard for me to say 

this, but let me indulge you for a moment about the Cleveland 
Browns.  Letôs be honest, the Browns have been struggling ever  
                                                       Continued on Page 3  
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From the Pulpit 

                  Traditions                                                  
             (Traditional Service  - 9:00 am) 

 

June 6th Communion 

Scripture: Hebrews 10:19-25 

Sermon: ñPROVOKING ONE ANOTHER?ò 

Preaching: Mark Ruppert 

 

June 13th Ordination/Installation of  

  Church Officers  

Scripture: Proverbs 25:13-19 

Sermon: ñWILL YOU BE A FAITHFUL  

  _______?ò 

Preaching: Mark Ruppert 

 

June 20th Fatherôs Day, Ordination/ 

  Installation of Church Officers  

Scripture: Deuteronomy 11:13 

Sermon: ñRISE UP, O MEN [PEOPLE] OF  

  GODò 

Preaching: Mark Ruppert 

 

June 27th Confirmation Sunday 

Scripture: Matthew 16:13-18 

Sermon: ñWHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?ò 

Preaching: Mark Ruppert 

 

.Sunday School Offering 
 

Every Sunday during Sunday School there is a 

manila folder marked ñOfferingò in the attendance 

folder.  The Sunday School offering that is 

collected helps to  fund the Adult Sunday School, 

the Small Group curriculum, the Childrenôs Sunday 

School curriculum and licenses that we legally need 

to obtain in order to provide you 

with some of the classes.  It doesnôt 

matter how much you put into the 

envelope.  Every little bit counts. 

June Worship Opportunities 

FLOOD  
(Modern Service - 11:15 am) 

 

June 6th Communion 

Communion 

FLOOD-Underï Construction 

 

June 13th 

FLOOD Guest Speaker  

Pastor Marshall Bradon from Hudson 

Community Chapel.  Pastor Bradon was the 

former Director of Haven of Rest. 

 

June 20th  

FLOOD-Under-Construction  

Outreach Training 

Prayer send-off for Project Shine and 

Summerôs Best Two Weeks. 

 *Project ShineProject Shine is an 

 overnight work camp that serves the 

 Kenmore community through service 

 projects to people's homes. The youth will 

 spend their mornings and afternoons 

 painting, cleaning or fixing people's 

 homes. In the evening, there is some 

 down time for the students to recuperate 

 and a challenging speaker 

 

Spring Clean Up Day 
 
After the winter we had, there is a 

lot of cleaning/sprucing up that 

needs to be done around 

the church.  On June 

5th, FPC will be having our annual 

Spring Clean-Up Day from 9:00 am - ?.  

We could use as many helping hands as 

we can get.  Lunch will be provided for 

all the workers.  Come prepared to get 

messy for the Lord 
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Session Highlights  

MAY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
 

The Session examined and approved 
the following Elders/Deacons Elect for 

Ordination and/or Installation:  

Deacons -  Ruth Bartilson, Carla 

DôEramo, Dick McCord, Elaine Miller, 
Joan Oldham and Paul Ken Smith  

Elders -  Cherie Buchanan, Roy Davis, 

Edie English, Doug Kohl, Alison 

McCarty, Scott Oldham and Bobby 
Wilson  

The Session approved (Community 

Ministry/Mission Team) the use of 

$1,000 from the Local Mission Budget 
for Summerôs Best Two Weeks. 

The Clerk reported the following sta-

tistics related to holding two services:  

April 11 th -  Traditional=89      

  Modern= 97  
April 18 th -  Traditional=73   

  Modern=78  

April 25 th -  Traditional=100   

   Modern=65  

Continued from Page 1  

 
since the team came back into existence in 

1999, and it goes back even further than 

that.  Only one year since their return 

(2002) have they been in the playoffs.  But 

the owner, Randy Learner, made a bold 
move and  

brought in former Green Bay Packers and 

Seattle Seahawks head coach Mike 

Holmgren as President.  I believe Holmgren 
is the guy who can help bring change to the 

culture of the team and organization, and 

for the good.  

 
Every organization, every group, every 

church has a culture and some of the 

elements that affect the culture are: 

Values, Beliefs, Priorities, Attitudes, and, 

for the church, Worldviews.   
 

Friends, it all comes down to moving and 

cultivating the elephant and the culture for 

there to be any real transformation.  And if 
the people are willing to buy into 

addressing their spiritual health, studying 

the Bible, financial commitment to God and 

His Church, involvement in the ministry, 
accept the purpose of the church -  ñto make 

disciplesò, be open to change and 

innovation, have a positive attitude about 

the church and have ownership in the 
church guess what?  Transformation will 

occur.   

 

I pray, I hope to see U in CH_RCH over the 

summer months.  I am praying for you.  
 

Yours in Christ ,  

 

Mark 

Childrenôs/ Youth Choir 
 

Just because the musical is over, 

doesnôt mean that Childrenôs/Youth 

Choir is over.  We are still meeting 

at 9:30 am in the third floor Choir 

room and need your voice.  Come 

and join us! 

With Sympathy 
 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to the friends and family of 

Gladys Swinehart.  Gladys died on May 12, 2010 - her 85th birthday. 
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Happy Birthday 
 

The following people have a birthday in 

the month of June 

 

All of the above birthdays came out of 

our member directory.  If I missed 

you or you are not a member and 

would like your birthday listed, please 

e m a i l  A n n  M c C o r d  a t 

McCordr@AOL.com.  Thanks. 

 
June 3rd -  Scott Oldham 

June 4th -  Ron Starkey 

June 5th -  Peggy Weaver 

June 9th -  Rachel Whetstone 

June 10th -  Bob Heffern 

June 12th -  Alison Hampson 

June 13th -  Jeanne Grunninger 

  Margaret Ruppert 

June 15th -  Myra Livingston 

June 17th -  Tony Miller 

June 19th -  Alice Koch 

June 20th -  Kyle Bartilson 

June 26th -  William Stover 

  Donna Snyder 

June 27th -  Emma Stover 

  Jessica Sowell 

June 28th -  Bryan Hoffman 

June 29th -  Katie Barson 

  Bradon Lewis 

  Dawn Thomas 

Food Pantry 

In the month of April, the Food Pantry served groceries 

to 486 households equaling 1668 people.  Three 

hundred and twenty-five people were also fed at the 

Walk in Meals throughout the month. 

 

All of this was made possible by your 

generous contributions.  You can continue 

to give to the Food Bank by writing a check 

to FPC and putting Food Bank in the note at 

the bottom of the check. 

Needed 
 

Our Childrenôs Sunday School Program is in 

need of two more  used CD players that work 

and are in good condition.  If you or someone 

you know has one and would like to 

donate it to our Sunday School 

Program, please let Ann McCord 

know.  The CD players can be 

brought to church at any time.  

Congratulations 
FPC would like to congratulate 

the following on their 

Graduation. 

 

High School Graduates 

 

Josh Fisher -    Josh graduated from  Green 

   High school.   Fall plans are 

   to attend  Ohio State University

   and pursue a career in   

   Aviation Management. 

 

Rob Moore -   Rob graduated from Kenmore

   High school.  Fall plans include

              attending  N.I.T. (National 

             Institute of  Technology) and 

   pursue a career in Law and  

            Criminal Justice.   

 

College Graduate 

 

Chris Bell -   Chris graduated from   

   Broadcasting School in May. 

Kudos 
 

K a c e y  C o u s i n e a u ,  G r e a t 

Granddaughter of Colina Wells and 

Kolin Morgenstern son of Keith and 

Kathy Morgenstern were inducted, 

April 23, 2010 into the Junior Honor 

Society Polaris Chapter.  Kacey and 

Kolin attend Miller South School for 

the Visual and Performing Arts. 
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   
 

Please continue to pray for:  Grace Collins, Jim Warner, Pat Evans,  Ned Oldham, Mary Loudin, Pam Oldham, 

Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, John Mills,  David Starkey, Meg Davis, Mac Barnett,  Carl Whetstone, Bud Franklin, 

Larry Zarilli, Frank Weaver,  the countries of Chili and Haiti and their  people,  President Obama and elected 

officials,  The Global Financial Crisis and the un and under employed. 

WNGs 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength... 

They shall mount up with wings as eagleséò Isaiah 

40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm. See Pat Franklin for meeting locations.. 

Morning Circle 
All women are welcome to attend the Womenôs Circle 

that is meeting on June 1st at 1:00 pm in the church 

parlor.  Becky Jenkins Swirsky, a staff person at the 

International Institute will be speaking from 

Immigrant to Citizen, a concern of Presbyterian 

Women. 

Bible Studies and Fellowship Time 

Evening Circle 

 
Evening Circle will resume in the fall. 

.. 

Tuesday Club 

Menôs Bible Study 
 

Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact  

Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact Tony Miller 

Hikers Group 
 

Come and enjoy the spring beauty while hiking.  Each Sat-
urday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes out to 

various locations for a hike.  Hiking lengths vary.  All are 

welcome.  Afterward, they go out for lunch but you donôt 

have to if you have other plans.  See Edie English or Verne 
Rowland for more information. 

The Tuesday Club will meet on June 8th at 1:00 pm at 

the Hartville Kitchen in Hartville, OH.   Please call Judy 

in the office if you are planning to attend. 
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Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry  

   

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry   

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Carin LeSeur - FLOOD Worship Coordinator 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - Sextons 

Plain English:  
He who kneels before God can stand before 

anyone. 

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, 

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Hours   
Traditional Service begins at 9:00 a.m.  

Sunday School begins at 10:05 a.m.  
Flood Service  begins at 11:15 a.m.  

SB2W 

(Summerôs Best Two Weeks) 
 

Kids, age 6-13, get ready to invite your friends 

to Summerôs Best Two Weeks 2010 ï June 

28th - July 10th.  Summerôs Best Two Weeks 

(SB2W) is a two week day camp where children 

are exposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ 

through an environment of competition.  Each 

camper will experience activities such as 

softball, tennis, swimming, basketball, nature 

studies, crafts and Bible studies - all with 

trained counselors. We canôt wait to see your 

children there. 


