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Dear Members and Friends of First Church:

Words cannot describe my gratitude to you for the surprise celebration of my 25"
anniversary to the ordained ministry. Sunday, June 15 was a day | will always
remember. How special it was to have family members (and our daughter Ashley who
was to be at a soccer tournament in Columbus) and members from the church |
served in Pennsylvania in attendance that day. To have my father, Arnold (who is an
Elder) assisting with communion and my father-in-law, Dr. Bob Noble, deliver the
benediction was wonderful. Thanks to the chancel choir (who is off for the summer)
who surprised me with a special musical offering that was beautiful. And then to be
presented at the end of the service witd.l
placards - one for a new pulpit robe and the other for Margaret and | to spend
overwhelmed me. | promise that | will not get a black and gold (for you non-sports fan
these are Pittsburghoés colors) pulpit rob

The luncheon after church-that was advertized as a Pot-Luck Dinner to celebrate the
beginning of summer was pretty clever and delicious. It was wonderful to break bread
with many of you and to hear some of you share stories of days gone by. And the
cards- the many cards, notes and other individual gifts were greatly appreciated.

| was overwhelmed by your love and affection on Sunday, June 15. What a special
25"anniversary, what a speci al Fat her 6s Da
good, just like you did at my 40™ surprise birthday party, just like you did a few
Christmases ago. | am blessed to be your pastor.

I will close this big THANK YOU by wishing you all an enjoyable, healthy, relaxing
summer and conclude with these words taken from the Apostle Paul who said in

Philippians 1:2-3 a , ARnGrace to you and peace from G
Christ. I t hank my God every ‘time I roe
Thanks for remembering me. 7 ©
®
@

See Uin CH_RCH.

Yours in Christ,

Mark
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Session Highlights )

JULY 6 COMMUNION

Scripture: Psalm 40:1 -8 JUNE SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Sermon: AHOW TO STAY AFL on 5esqengayfied the motion to hold
THE BOAT IS SI NKI NGO a special congregational meeting
on Sunday, June 1 to elect
JULY 13 Rosemarie Conti to the 2010 class
Scripture: Matthew 20:28; 14:24 of Deacons and to inform the
Sermon: AEVERYONE HAS N[ E D S0ngrgggtigrof the partnership
LIl KE ELBOWS AND OPI NI oNE¢ with the University Park Alliance
and the Educational Initiative
JULY 20 Program that will begin this fall.
Scripture: Luke 6:17  -31 (The plans are that the two houses
Sermon: HASHMARHEDBR LI FEO the church owns at the back of our
property be demolished, a modular
JULY 27 unit be placed in the vacated
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:11  -13 space and the playground be
Sermon: AWHOSEGS THE BOpS AREALN P the leftoff the

HERE?D0 modular unit.)
e Session approved the baptism of
S B 2W Connor Andrew Jones for Sunday,
June 29, 2008.

« Session approved Elder Edie

ltéds that time apai nEninsh§sme'§é°s§ioﬂs Best
Two Weeks is coming to First Pres- representative to the special

byterian. Kid?’ age-@3, get ready . Eadstminster Presbytery meeting to
to dtnvite your i erk‘JehSeId'Ilueosday, LG ot Ars
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Best Two Weeks 2008June 30th .

July 11t h. Sumger 6P§est?yéega§1 phurcp,vw)arren.
Weeks (SB2W) is a two week day camp where chi » Session approved to pay
dren are exposed to the gospel of Jesus Chrfpt consultant Terry Hanson and the
through an environment of competi- Church Doctor Ministries

consulting service from
undesignated memorial funds.
Session reaffirmed our partnership

tion. Each camper will experience
activities such as softball, tennis,
swimming, basketball, nature stud-
ies, crafts and Bible studies all

with trained counselors. We ¢ a
wait to see you there.

with the Church of the Holy Spirit.

SB2W Scholarships and Bathing Suits

How do scholarships and bathing suits go together, well, as of right now, there are at least 6 children who
signed wup for Summer 6 s Best Two Weeks who are i
SB2W is $125.00 per child. If you can give any amount, please talk to Margaret Ruppert. Also, some of tt
children that are coming to Summer s Best Two W
suits that your children have out grown, please bring them to church We will take all sizes. Just be aware t|
you will not get the bathing suits back. Thanks. »
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[, like many, was shocked when | heard the new
the death of Tim RussertTim was larger than lif
and his death seemed to impact several of my fri

s us Food Bank News

s ofn the month of May, the Food Bank served groceries
e to 580 households equaling 2157 people. Four
endsundred and twenty people were also fed at the Walk

as it did me.Unfortunately, the Tuesday of the s
week | received a phone call that made my

stand still. One of our very best friends had bgenAll of this was made possible by yc

killed in a tragic car accident.lt was so surre
trying to wrap my mind around the fact | will ne
talk to Tania Burgbacher again this side
Heaven. | still am in shock to some degree @
continue to grieve her lossPeople like Tim an
Tania are not supposed to die in the fiftieShey
had another twenty, thirty, maybe forty years of
yet to live, but they are gonéwithin seconds bot
moved from Earth consciousness to consc
awareness in a land beyond this planet.

Both Tim and Tania were in my age range, bor,
t he 1 9heiDagesand untimely death has cal
me to ponder my own mortalityQuestions like, ar
| making the best use of my time and tale
surface. Thoughts like you better kiss and hug vV,
friends and loved ones today; you do not ha
promise of tomorrow All at once some of the thin
t hat I have invested 1
the attraction that it once did.

It has been comforting for me to feel good by

your lives as well as the broken people outside
walls of our Church.Knowing that all of us make &
investment in the lives of people should give c4
for each of us and stop to give thanks to God fo
opportunity.

Let me be more specific about the great way
make a difference.An average of 4,000 pounds
food is transported to First Presbyterian e
week. In February, 1,709 people were helped
March, 2,007 and in April, 2,158This translates t
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 thdefore the end of July so she can start

Mme - In Meals through out the month.
rid

| generous contributions.  You ¢
er continue to give to the Food Bank
ofwriting a check to FPC and puttir
ind Food Bank in the note line at t |
0 bottom of the check. Thanks.

life .
h Sunday School Musical
lous
This year our K6" grade

: Sunday School with help
N In .
sed from the chancel choir is
n going to be performing a
nts, musi cal cal l e
pur Upon a St arr
e The date of the

perforqnance IS Doecemberfﬁﬁdurin our
I e 1. N oO0esno ﬁ%emto
worship service so please mark that on your
calendar. If you would like to help aut

andwhether it be sewing costumes, building ithe
large with the investment of my life.This great
church affords me the wonderful gift of sharing i

set or just doing crowd control during
I practices and the production please let Ann
scCord know. Also, please let Ann know if
Jyour child would like to be in the musical

dividing up the speaking / solo parts.
Thanks.

yo
of — Jr./Sr. High Mission Trip

ery
Nplease pray for the following as they go to Project

. ! O Shine in Kenmore, Ohio. While there, they will
504 households in February, 577 in March and|59

in April. There is more, in February 300 peagpl

Pe helping homeowners fix up their houses by
P painting, doing yard work etc, as well as spread-

were served at our Sunday watkmeal; in March
350 and in April, 400.1t is gratifying to know th
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we are making a difference in the lives of so makly. Ryan Lawrence
know you join me in desiring to hear those wqrdsDeontae Moore

some day from our Lor

, Robew Bldote done thou good an

faithful servant. You were faithful over a few things Nasaya Alex Morgan
| will now make you rule over greater Christopher Moore

t hi nAmen!'o

Ashley Ruppert



