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First Things 
First Presbyterian Church of Akron 

 
July 2010, Issue 101 

Dear Members and Friends of First Church: 
 

It is the middle of June (June 18 to be exact) and I have been spending a good portion of 

time reading through the materials (otherwise known as Overtures or Amendments) that 

will be argued and debated at our Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) upcoming 219th General 

Assembly that will be held in Minneapolis, MN July 3-9.  Every two years leaders from our 
denomination gather to deliberate on issues facing not only our denomination, but those 

that have been lifted up from around the world.  The theme for this General Assembly is 

John 7:38, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.”  I, along with the 

other 711 commissioners from around the country will be seeking to discern God’s will as 

we wrestle with issues such as The Israel-Palestine Task Force Report, a New Form 
Of Government (FOG) Proposal, Overtures to Change or Retain Ordination 

Standards (Fidelity in Marriage/Chastity in Singleness), the Christian Marriage-

Civil Unions Report, and Dialogue Papers: Jewish/Christian and Muslim/

Christian, just to highlight a few.   
 

These are interesting, challenging, exciting, tense, and delicate days for our denomination 

and most of mainline denominations (for example the United Methodist Church, the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, the Episcopalian Church, just to name a few).  
With diverse belief systems and theological positions held by those in mainline churches, 

there are those who are wondering about the future of denominations (see Christianity 

Today, June 2010, cover story, Are Denominations Dead? (Not quite.)- Life in Those 

Old Bones).   
 

With a host of contentious issues that will come before the General Assembly, 

Commissioners will disagree, yes, passionately disagree, and many will be convinced that 

they are right and that Scripture backs up their position.  So as I prepare to attend my 
first General Assembly I urge you to pray that the Lord of the Church, Jesus Christ, would 

be glorified; that the Assembly would seek to understand what God’s Word is saying 

about the issues; that the Holy Spirit would move on the hearts of those gathered; that 

God’s Will would be done.   
 

I look forward to sharing with you my thoughts when I return 

from Minneapolis, but until then I pray you have a safe, 

enjoyable, restful July and, one final prayer- I pray that I see U in 
CH_RCH. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
 

Mark 
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From the Pulpit 

             Traditions 
 (Traditional Service - 9:00 am)          

    

July 4th  
Sermon: Free é to do what? 

Preaching: Ryan Lawrence 

 

July 11th Communion  

Scripture: Genesis 12:1-7 

Sermon: ñWHAT ALTAR WILL YOU BUILD AND 

WHERE IS IT?ò 

Preaching: Mark Ruppert 

 

July 18th  

Scripture: TBA 

Sermon: Guest Speaker 

Preaching: Pastor Mark Ford  

 

July 25th  

Scripture: Matthew 22:34-40 

Sermon: ñLOVEò 

Preaching: Rita Vincent 

 

Finance News 

Through the month of May, $92,700 in pledges has 

been received, vs. about $106,250 that 

has been pledged (5/12ths of the years 

total).   Please take a moment to 

determine where you are with your 

giving to date ï if you are up to date 

great!!   If not, please try to catch up over 

the next couple  months - that will help 

us meet all of our financial commitments 

as a church! 

June Worship Opportunities 

FLOOD  
(Modern Service - 11:15 am) 

July 4th  

Sermon: Free é to do what? 

Preaching: Ryan Lawrence 

 

July 11th  Summerôs Best Two Weeks Sunday/

NO Communion at this Service 

Sermon: SB2W Testimonials 

Preaching: SB2W Participants 

 

July 18th  
Sermon:  Guest Preacher 

Preaching: Pastor Mark Ford 

 

July 25th  

Scripture: Matthew 22:34-40 

Sermon: ñLOVEò 

Preaching: Rita Vincent 

2010 New Wilmington  

Mission Conference 

Join in Christian Fellowship with others from around 

the world and make friendships that really last.  Hear 

about amazing things that God is doing in the world 

and how you might get involved now and in the future. 

 

NWMC is a week-long, multi-generational, 

Presbyterian Church (USA) - related, Mission 

conference held on the beautiful campus of 

Westminster College in western PA.  Last year over 

1,000 people attended from 33 states and 36 countries. 

 

Come participate in small groups, service projects, 

Bible and mission study, and fun activities with your 

peers.  Join with other age groups to hear some 

phenomenal speakers. 

 

If you canôt come for the week, come for 

the day.  Westminster College is an hour 

from Akron.  For more information, see 

the McCords, McGills, Rupperts, Nancy 

Smith  or Edie English. 

Many Thanks 
 

Joe Gibson would like to thank everyone for their 

prayers and other support during this recent health 

problems. 
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Session Highlights  
Happy Birthday 

 

The following people have a birthday in 

the month of July 

 

All of the above birthdays came out of 

our member directory.  If I missed 

you or you are not a member and 

would like your birthday listed, please 

e m a i l  A n n  M c C o r d  a t 

McCordr@AOL.com.  Thanks. 
 

July 2nd -  Sarah McCord 

July 5th -  Jon Sues 

July 7th -  Xyaviare Calloway 

  Philip Hampson 

July 10th -  Bud Younkin 

July 14th -  Abigail Starkey 

July 15th -  Shirley Jenkins 

  Judy Rodgers 

  Carol Askew 

July 17th -  Eve McCarty 

July 19th -  Steve Snyder 

July 22nd -  Robert Starkey 

July 23rd -  Kathy Morgenstern 

July 24th -  Tyler Drope 

July 29th - Erin Barsan 

  Sebastian Hopson 

July 30th -  J.C. Crawford 

  Pete Jones 

Food Pantry 

In the month of April, the Food Pantry served groceries 

to 421 households equaling 1607 people.  Four hundred 

and seventy-five people were also fed at the Walk in 

Meals throughout the month. 

 

All of this was made possible by your generous 

contributions.  You can continue to give to 

the Food Pantry by writing a check to FPC 

and putting Food Pantry in the note at the 

bottom of the check. 

JUNE SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

Session approved (Long Range Planning and 

Relocation Team) a Special Congregational 

meeting to be held (in the Sanctuary) on 

Monday, August 9, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. for the 

purpose of approving the target location for 

relocating the church. (A special mailing will be 

sent out the first week of July giving information 

as to this recommendation- please note: we will 

have a picnic supper in Fellowship Hall from 

5:30-6:30 p.m. prior to the meeting) 

Session approved (Nominating Team) the 

nomination of Steve Rowland for a two year 

term as Deacon, Class of 2012. 

Session approved (Nominating Team) that at a 

Special Congregational Meeting held on 

Monday, August 9, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. Steve 

Rowlandôs name be brought forth for approval 

as a Deacon for a two year term, Class of 2012.  

Session approved (Worship Team) that 

Communion for July 4, 2010, be moved to July 

11, 2010 [for the 9:00 a.m. service. (Due to Dr. 

Ruppert being at General Assembly the week of 

July 3-9, the date of July 11 was selected. Also, 

due the nature of the Flood Service on July 11 

and focusing on Summerôs Best Two Weeks- 

inviting all the campers, their families and 

presenting the I Am Third Award, Communion 

will not be observed at this service.) 

With Sympathy 
 

The sympathy of the 

congregation is extended to the 

friends and family of Edna 

Mae Polen.  Edna Mae died on 

June 6, 2010.  
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Prayer Concerns 
 

 

Remember to pray for our government leaders. 
 

Pray for our military:   Robert Welch - Marines, Chris Welch - Air Force, Mike Evarts - Army,  

Adam Philips - Army,  Matthew Harris - Army, George Keebler   
 

Please continue to pray for:  Grace Collins, Jim Warner, Pat Evans,  Ned Oldham, Mary Loudin, Pam Oldham, 

Rev. Bill and Esther Clark, David Starkey, Meg Davis,  Bud Franklin, the countries of Chili and Haiti and their  

people, The victims of the BP Golf Oil Leak,  President Obama and elected officials,  The Global Financial 

Crisis and the un and under employed. 

WNGs 
ñThey that hope in the Lord shall renew their strength... 

They shall mount up with wings as eagleséò Isaiah 

40:31 
 

Women of the church are invited to participate in the 

Wednesday Night Intergenerational Caring Group at 

7:00  pm. See Pat Franklin for meeting locations.. 

Morning Circle 
Presbyterian Womenôs Circle will meet Tuesday, July 6th 

at 1:00 pm in the pastorôs office.  A concern of our General 

Assembly meeting at this time is the Palestine - Israel 
problem.  As we consider our denominationôs concern, 

Gloria Mass will share her experiences during a visit to the 

area, along with information related to their political 
problem.  All women are welcome to attend and share their 

concerns. 

Bible Studies and Fellowship Time 

Evening Circle 

 
Evening Circle will resume in the fall. 

Tuesday Club 

Menôs Bible Study 
 

Wednesday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact  

Roy Davis for more information. 

Thursday Morning, 6:30 am.  Contact Tony Miller 

Hikers Group 
 

Come and enjoy the summer sunshine while hiking.  Each 
Saturday, a group meets at 10 am at the church and goes 

out to various locations for a hike.  Hiking lengths vary.  

All are welcome.  Afterward, they go out for lunch but you 

donôt have to if you have other plans.  See Edie English or 
Verne Rowland for more information. 

.Tuesday Club will meet for lunch on Tuesday, July 13th 

at 1:00 pm at the On Tap Restaurant, 4396 Kent Road., 

(Rt 59) in Stow.  This restaurant is located in the Stow/

Kent Shopping Plaza area.  If you are planning to attend, 

please call the church office with your reservations. 



5 

First Presbyterian Church 
647 E. Market Street 
Akron, Ohio  44304 -1684 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
Phone 330-434-5183 
E Mail: akronfpc@sbcglobal.net 
Web Site: www.akronfpc.org 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Akron, Ohio  

Permit NO. 232 

First Presbyterian Church  
  

 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Mark T. Ruppert - Pastor 
 

Rev. Harry B. Van Fleet - Pastor  Emeritus 
 

Ryan Lawrence - Director of Youth Ministry  

   

Charles Kobb II - Director of  Music  Ministry   

Ann McCord - Director of Christian  

 Education/ First Things Editor  
 

Judy Bailey - Church Secretary 
 

Carin LeSeur - FLOOD Worship Coordinator 
 

Heidi Guttermuth - Organist 
 

Sandy Schafer, Tim Dzoch and Amy Phillips - Sextons 

Plain English:  
Give God what is right; not what is left! 

As a caring Christian community, First Presbyterian Church welcomes all people as we proclaim, 

witness and teach the good news of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer and service. 

Hours   
Traditional Service begins at 9:00 a.m.  

Sunday School begins at 10:05 a.m.  
Flood Service  begins at 11:15 a.m.  

Early 70ôs Youth Group 

Reunion 
 

Come and revisit the past at a  reunion of the 

Early 70ôs youth group.  This reunion will take 

place at First Presbyterian Church of Akron, on 

Saturday, July 17th at 6:00 pm.  Dinner will be 

served in Fellowship Hall at promptly 6:00 pm.   

People from Texas, Virginia, New Jersey and 

other cities in Ohio are already planning to 

attend the reunion and church the next day!.  

For more information, please contact Shirley 

Jenkins. 


